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Cast vour vote for vour favourife gal’s make-
over on Facebook at campus.singapore!

HAIR BY 3 .S'.{flga..'pom's P;O— NADIAH'S WARDROBE : Celebrat- STYLIN : Fashion is not MAKEUP BY : Chic cosmetics
neer Japanese salon, with ing alternat:.va trends in Ju-.-t haauty it's about good & skincare line from Japan
stylists direct from Japan. fashion and lifestyle. attitude. for today's modern woman.

www.shunjimatsuo.com.sg www.alt-style.comsg www.dialforstyle.com www.luxasia.com
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@Bizarre Japanese Food & Drinks

Some weird things to fill you up
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Contributing Senior Interns
Eugene Soh (Photography)
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6:)Fashion Otakus

What the Japanese put on

8°) J-Pop

Special Thanks
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Julia Blank (Dial for Style)
Kwon Hye Jung
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Vote for your favourite makeover!

-&09: Update Your Mate

Creative Director
Lynn Ooi

@Tokyo on a Budget

Editor-in-Chief Tips to get your started
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aaron@campus.com .50

3:)Creative Bar Codes
Art in places you don’t expect
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6)Japanese Horror Flicks

What creeps us senseless...
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9)Whackiest Game Shows

Japan’s craziest programs
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2:)Japanese Culture
The good, the bad and the ugly
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Campus is a publication of ASKM Pte Ltd
(Singapore). All articles published are in good faith
and based on bona fide information available to
The Publisher at the time of press. The Publisher
accepts no responsibility other than that stipulated
by law. The Publisher also accepts no responsibilty
for unsolicited manuscripts, transparencies or other
materials. All rights are reserved and no part of this
publication may be reproduced in part or full without
the previous written permission of The Publisher.
Neither can any part be stored or recorded, by any
means. The opinions expressed in The Publication
are those of the contributors and not necessarily
endorsed by The Publisher.

International Business
Development

Kan Morita
morita@campus.com.sg
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Kelly Morse
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Mr Konosuke Matsushita's LESSON #5:
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HEY, eUuys! LOOK WHAT I
BROUGHT!

LET'S TRY THIS
OH... ONE MORE TIME...

YOU BURNT -

Our FOOD,

IT &IVES FASTER, HEALTHIER AND
MORE DELICIOUS RESULTS, WHICH
MAKES COOKINS EASIER THAN EVER",
WITH A WIDE NON-TURNTAELE, THERE
IS ALSO MORE SPACE FOR COOKING.

THIS MICROWAVE OVEN THUS LETS
YOU ENJOY A COMPLETELY NEW
LEVEL OF COOKING EXPERIENCES

WOW! I CAN
STEAM MY
VEEEIES
RPEALLY
QUICKLY!

DRASTIC
INNOVATIONS CAN
ONLY BE DRIVEN
8Y AIMING FOR
SREATER HEIGHTS!

& COOKING RESLLTS VARY DEPENDING ON INDIVIDUAL USASE

NN-SV30YPQ

Combi Microwave Oven

* Combines Microwave, Heater, Steam
and new Crill Tray (industry first)

* Wide non-turntable for easy cleaning

* 2-level eooking*

" @-LEVEL COOKING NOT FOR SRILLING OR STEAMING.

Panasonic

TURNING A SMALL SPACE INTO
A MULTI-FUNCTION KITCHEM.




FRIB0TED BY
A DOSHITE

'
I : By now everyone knows that the Japanese have a knack for creating bizarre
| ! PN dishes. Surely you've heard of things like Octopus Ice~Cream and Fugu
1 ' o - N (Pufferfish) being served in most Japanese restaurants. Here are some other y
:| i : ! b, delicacies that bring Japanese cuisine to a whole new level: aive Ita more chgrified, professional look,
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' Think dead and dried-up wasps
encrtisted (n 3 choeolate chip cookis!
Insects Jre 3 good source of protein.
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© | vegetables anymore Er:r-:::iv_ny - -
' Kimchi. Think fermente |
cabbage and red pepper plended
ol i Think carbonated ftzzy syrup with
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Influenced by Victorian clothing, Lolita added aothi
eloments (Gothic Lelita) and original designs to the
clothing and transform it fnto a unique fashion. Often to
emphasize the childlike look, teddy bears and doliz such
a5 Super Dollfies:may be carrfed.

~ ounanaran coteurs Al STES,
e g rseses [0 S
;ﬁ%&irﬁﬁ'

i #. 5 Bt
:f#" e .',-*i‘.!?f hafrstyles - usuelly.
- S —
| e ,L.'Tj-ﬂ!;-“.-' r :_" k=
"Bjrflﬁ ﬂm "t their fashion

The key: look: Usually consists of a knee length puftfy
skirt or dress, petticeat, blouse, a headdress, knee high
socks/stockings, high platform shoes and amazing makeup,

That said, there are many different types and other
sub-genres. of Lolitas amd they don't necessarily revolyes
around black ‘elements.

GOTHEC LOLITA: Addition of Gothic elements to Lolita
SWEET LOLITA: Focused more on the child and fantasy
aspects of Loifta

CLASSIC LOLITA: More mature style of Lolita that focuses
on Baroque, Regency., and Rococo styles
PUNK LOLITA: Addition of Punk fashion elements to Lolita

TRIVIA:
Visual Kei bands play a part in the rise of Lolita fashion.
Mana, of the band Malice Mizer, was the one who truly gave
rise to the fashion. Although a man, Mana was able to

dress convincingly as a beautiful Gothic Lolita female, and
he is credited for helping make the style popular in Japan
during the late 1990s.

% IN THE WORLD OF FASHION, TN
o YOU CAN'T NOT MENTION [t's a newly emerging
- JAPAN A-S UHE DF THE t.!'f?!'lﬂ based on ELIF'!:ID?&H
= fairy tales. It consists
i FASHION CAPITALS OF THE / of vintage skirts,
WORLD. WALK DOWN THEIR o e st R ONE
= . sometimes has relfigious
> STREETS, AND YOU HAVE A » symbols.
L RUNWAY OF FASHION TO > O
-{ L s
= FEAST YOUR EYES ON! %1 Tl Y
§ CANOCURY
Ly An alternative fashion
trend of tanned skin
= e mgriiman o Eggﬁ;gdh:;:r_v‘ !'F:s:nff“ezg
¢LOTHING g thete (REEREEREER TRIVIA: D Pl he vaar 2005
| 1 tRirina L ] " H EYL S : ! = i
N anage pride on ‘-"""'m'.';1:1-,_1.-.r-_rn-. NN TE The second button from the top of a b i
ne ]:,'; {ty through their e Uniforms are modified by students male's uniform is often given away to = =e | y =
{ndivigual R as a means of exhibiting a female he 135 1n love with, and is :]I M la Uhlw ] Vet rdid’ E
vo— individual ism. This can range from considered a way of confession. The The style is characterised by outlandish maxe-up. T T e
lengthening, shortening, removing SROANSDUREDIIN Phe e R10seaY 0 unusual hairstyles, flasboyant costumes, and Androgyny The look is based on
ritbons, hiding the badges, etc, the heart and is said to contain the [ style. Especially popular within the music 1ndu?u:g i a high school uniform
And for most, personal home emotions from all three years popular groups such as X-Japan and Dir En Grey carrying with shorter skits,
clothing 15 paired underneath the attendance at the school, aff the Visual kef look. loose socks and other
blazer. Safe to say, you won't find modifications.
yourself in deep trouble for your e =
uniform modifications as compared Yidn & R i
if you were in any local school. o= . mimEis gl 'Y
@i =E | W 0N

Wil - | i ]
{ G4r1 is the currently
?nﬁa;;sgng fashion trend of 2 girl
who looks 1ike she 11ug5 %mong the
pine and cedar Lrees. She's part
Little Red Riding-hood, part.
pastoral fantasy and part Alice in
vonderland. The style gives off &
yery ethnic and bohemian vibe. More
and more girls are opting for this
“gack To Basics™ style.

HE KEY STYLE: . ‘
-Tw Lpose shapes and Tightweight fabric,
~ Browns, whites, pastel pinks, red,

creams and gra}-s Are the best colours ".l "y

o £ . ) . 5 3 ol
“castume roleplay™, 1t is a tyn

1 f clobhing with scarves. Short for mselves up a5 4
19?5}:?;;%2 by performance ark mﬁ;ﬂ?tﬂﬁ?iuﬁﬁﬂ anime,
~ Hair kept at natural state. specific character < glaborate and 1ess

| The les

and video games. et
tgﬁﬁties will be those who dress up a5 1ch3ri;ﬂe|
irbﬁ Jive action television shows and Japanese [

bands.

~ Natural make-up

Canages | lasie 03 | 09




The origin of J-Popis said to be of the Japanese rack music inspired by
The Beatles. Initially, the term J-Pop was used only for Western-style
Japanese musicians, Over the years, with the evolution and development of
music, J-Pop became a blanket term covering other music genras. Its blend

And you don't have to know Japanese to enjoy it.

Boy bands are especially popular and as effective a marketing strategy in
J-Pop as in any othermarket, They are the definition of stage charisma
and energy with performances that are full of life and doesn't seem rehearsed
or stiff. Japanese boy bands make no apologies for having the most ridiculous
outfits, magnificent stages, sets and props ever. You have them flying in the
air, dancing above a water jet, galloping on horsesinto the concert arena,
riding Harley Davidsons on stage, you name it. Attending their live concertis
avisual treat equivalent to that of performingarts.

Here are a few boy bands that have reigned over the Japanese Oricon
music charts since their debut: SMAP, ARASHI, KAT-TUN, NEWS, EXILE,

ESGUE

KAT-TUN R

BEING A JOHNNY'S BOY
The group consists of 6 ikermnen (good-looking guys) who've flourished
individually as they have as a group, with each member heavily What do KAT-TUMN, Arashi, SMAP, Tokicand MEWS
participating in dramas, movies, variety shows, etc. KAT-TUN Isan ali have in common?They are one of the many
acronym based on the first letter of eachmember’'s sumame: Kazuya successful groups produced by the famous
Kamenashi, Jin Akanishi, Junnosuke Taguchi, Kokl Tanaka, Tatsuya entertainment empire - Johnny & Associates.
Ueda and Yuichi Makamaru. They were initially formed as a support The agency known for creating charns-topping.
2roup and back-up dancers, but due to their overwhelming popularity, hearts-breaking boy bands, including famous
they becanwe a parmaneant unit with their official debutin 2006, acts such as Tackey & Tsubasa, VB, Kinki Kids,
The group has since reeled off ten consecutive #1singles in Japan. Hey!Sayl lumip, Kanjani& and more. Formed in
Al alburns by the group have aiso topped the charts. They are curmantly 1962 by Johnny Kitagawa (born 1931) - the
prometing themselves as a 5 member-group with the departure of US-born Ojiisan you should thank for the source
their bandmata Jin Akanishi, who went sofo in the LLS. The 'KAT-TUN' of your J-Pop eye-candies - this all-male talent
music style is one with synthesizer beats, loud guitar riffs or drumbeats, agency is a company full of only ikemen, and
with member Nakamaru's beatboxing incorporated in most of their has held avirtual monopoly on the creation
songs. But that said, they are also skilled in carmying of f different genres of boy bands in Japan for over 40 years.
of songs ranging from pop, rock, R&B and ballad, A= Johnmy's Junior* (aka trainee] is recruited

from as young as 10 years old, and trained in
MUST-LISTEN SONGS FOR STARTERS: Feal Face, Keep all areas - performing as backup dancersto
The Faith, Rescue, No More Pain, White Xmas, Love Yoursalf. thiair saniors, or appearing on variety shows -

before ha's pro enough to dabul.

Camypus | lssae 10| OF

of techno, pop and rock are especially appealing to the younger generations.

TOF:
Lemonade,
from ALT, 5839

BOTTOM:
Lemonade
from ALT, 5579

SCARF:
Cindora
from ALT, 5319

SHOES:
Boots, SHu0

Visit our Facebook page at
campus.singapore to vote
or your favourite make-
over & see more behind-
the-scenes shots!

A brand new lifestyle concept store
occupying three levels at The Heeren.
ALT carries a wide range of merchandise
from beauty, perfumery, shoes, bags,
fashion, lifestyle to gifts and novelties.

Le,uefa {1 - Cosmetics,
Shoes & Bags
Featuring favorite beauty brands like
Paul & Joe, Inouvi, newcomers bsc =
Panadda, Lotree and shoes and bags ‘U— i - | Styling tips from stylist
from a slew of international and - Julia at ALT
Asian brands.

Makeup session at RMEK
at Isetan Scotts

L@uef—- 2 - Ladieswear
Showcasing contempaorary Asian fashion
brands from Shanghai - Broadcast;
Thailand - Panadda, Lemonade, Cindora;
to local brand Miss Retro.

/_ eved 3 - Beau ty, Lifestyle, Foa | Getting hair done at
Gifts & Novelties RSP il 4 | Shunji Matsuo
This floor houses a wide range of L " — "-L'

merchandise like novelty gifts, lifestyle, \J - -
gadgets, beauty and wellness products alks Hair by Styling

from Japan, Korea and Taiwan, e by dial
®6 shunji matsuo sf‘}ﬂe

ek Fom " Makeup by Nadiah's
& are now on facebook
Wardrobe
Join us n£ wwwalt-style.com.sg I R M I< b:,l' - I

AT THE HEREEN

Colouring the eyes at
the RME counter

260 Orchard Road #01-01 THE HEEREN Opening Hours: 12pm - 10pm



Studying at Ritsumeikan::::u
Asia Pacific University (APU)

Oita, Japan

Imagine yourself a part of one of the most culturally diverse student bodies in Asia, where half the students are from

80 countries. Imagine studying under inspirational, global-minded professors who push you to succeed at every

opportunity. If you have the dream and the drive, APU will help you get the skills you need to reach your goals.

For Lisa and Hye Jung, their journey of a lifetime began at APU:

Lisa Tan Shen Hui (cemntar)

FULL MNAME: Lisa Tan Shen Hui
HATIONALITY: Singaporean
EDUCATION: Bachelor of Business
Administration /2005

WORKPLACE | OCCUPATION:
Accenture Japan / Consultant (2007-2010),
Terraciouds Private Limited / Director (fr 2010)

Meost Singaporeans tend to head for the
same destinations such as the UK and the
US to further their studies. Quoting Robert
Frast, "l tock the [road] less traveled by, and
that has made all the difference.” Japan
is popular as a tourist destination, but not as
a place to pursue higher-level education
because of the additional language barrier
to overcome. | found that APU offered a good
solution to this and provided an attractive
international environment. Therefore | took
the plunge and the benefits of my decision
continue to pay off.

One of the most remarkable aspects of my
APU experience was the opportunity to mix
with a diverse range of nationaliies from all
over the world. You can't find a university
anywhere else in Japan with such a good
mix of Japanese and intermational students
and faculty. On top of that, because we
stayed in a small town, we became a close-
kit family.

As for the coursework, APU offers most
courses in both English and Japanese.
For example, Marketing is taught in both
languages, but we can choose to take
the subject in a language we are more
comfortable in according to our language
proficiency. This was useful o not only
me, but fo a lot of students because it
helped us to learn in & more efficient
way. In addition, | learned beyond just the
textbook through multiple presentations
and supplemental hands-on activities.
We also had camps where we merged
education and fun together.

My experiences at APU offered me an
insight into not only Japanese culture
but also opened doors to the rest of
the world through the people | met and
the cpportunities presented to me. As |
mentioned, it was the whole experience
that made all the difference.

When initially considering my overseas
education, | was trying to decide between
2 universities—APL and another international
university in London. | finally settled on
APLU as the administration and faculties
made APU a more enticing choice.

| was pleased to learn that APU provides
various language courses and modules
related specifically to Asia Pacific. Language
courses include not only English and
Japanese, but also Korean, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Indonesian, Thai and Spanish.
Meodules focus on various refevant subjects
like managerment, tourism, environment and
international relations. In essence, my
education has equipped me with the
necessary skills needed to work for a
multi-naticnal company.

Outside of class, the university supports
various cultural activities, Traditions from
all over the world are celebrated at APU's
regular events and performances, which
allow regional students to show off their
cultural beauty.

As the world becomes more globalised,
it is essential that we be exposed to

intermational diversity even before we start
work, Since APU was established, Oita

FULL NAME: Kwon Hye Jung
MATIONALITY: South Korean
EDUCATION: : Bachelor's degree in Social
Science | 2007

WORKPLACE | OCCUPATION: Executive
in Corporate Strategy Department at KDDI
Singapore

prefecture has overtaken Tokyo as the
Japanese city with the highest proportion of
foreign residents. This diversity, paired with
my educational training, has helped me in
my career to analyze regional data, facilitate
communication between East-Asian clients
and, at the core, simply to understand and
appreciate diverse cultures. It was really
helpful having language skill, communication
skill and people skill which were trained from
university pericd by nature.

Undergraduate Programs

College of Asia Pacific Studies (APS)
Envircnment & Development / Culture,

Society & Media/ Hospitality & Tourism /
International Relations & Peace Studies

College of Intemational Management (APM)
Strategic Management and Organization /
Innovation & Economics [ Marketing /
Accounting & Finance

Graduate Programs

APS  Asia Pacific Studies

ICP International Cooperation Policy

IMAT  Intl. Material Flow Management,
Dual Degree with Trier Uni., Ger,

MBA  Innovation & Tech. Management,

Business Management and more

Shape your world %

APU =

. = g mdvri e, i, BE. 5
Ritsumeikan [rp

Asia Pacific University o e
LEMPUFEREESE  mmw g

Warugranag k.

Adméssions Office,

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacifc Uneversity

1-1 Jumanjibary, Beppu, Oita B74-8577 Japan
Telephone:+81-5377-78-1119  Fax:+81-977-78-1121

uniyersSit

“A unique, international campus
where talent,opportunity andj

resources; can,come from
' anywhere

™.

% Dual Language Education-All Programs Offered in English

¥ 47% International Student Body Representing Over 80 Countries and Regions
* Over 95% Career Success Rate

¢ 30-100% Tuition Reduction Scholarships

W On-Campus Dormitory

Undergraduate Programs
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By Laila Humairah
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- Japanese Vending

With 1 vending machine for every 23 people,

Japan has one of the highest vending machine |

W, densities in the world. which means you could
| probably buy anything - from bananas to

.| lingerie and toys - from a vending machine,
' or jidoohanbaiki, from the streets of Japan!

PRICE

'Santa Clause is' Coming To Town' and 'Little

_ Drummer Boy', as well a rework of her hit, 'All  dictivie beats that beg to be club hits, Includi like 'Back to December’ and Ert._!ian’bad'lhur-.
w::-f mffm %‘wawﬂn;ﬁh 'ujmug;ﬂ:m m:gﬂmxa m-mmﬁm“% voice shows off how masterful she has
bs e EEE AR, SRS et
Lobsters 200 yen = $$3.30 ﬁmﬁ’wm#ﬁ% Pouse party. o berenng 10 o e PO o8 fa and b Chonises rodkcized,

Monopoly - Z:ODDyen = S$47

A friend of mine went to Japan last year Tor a design exhi-
bition and told me some Tunny. some fascinating. and Some
downright weird things about the Land of the Rising Sun. For
one. there are giant Coca-Cola robots doing the rounds,
tempting kids to crack open a cold one (to severly mis-
guote). But what I found most interesting was the applica-
tion of the flower to the heart on all things Japanese -
especially something as mundane and purpose-oriented as the
bar code

Bar codes - or UPC labels - are found on just about every-
thing today: Trom magazines ©o milk and Sake to Swiss choco-
Late, you can find the innocuous black-and-white stripes on
pretty much anything you will ever buy. It's one of those
rarely noticed, rarely bothered with emblems of our consum-
erist civilization. 50 [ was marginally surprised when I
chanced to find a curigusly cool bar code on the carton of
sake my friend had given me,

First off, let me tell you that it's pretty damn hard to
find the UPC label on most Japanese products due to the in-
tense amount of graphic design on any available space. But
congested as their lifestyle (products) might be, I gotta
give ‘em credit for one thing. These guys really pay atten-
tion to detail, They have taken this wtilitarian, lacklus-
tre icon of the industrial empire and given it a thoroughly
lapanese makeowver

| Oju |
i

BEGINMNIMNG

features tracks that have some of the most ad-
mb'taﬂ:n.ﬂ'n I‘mmheg‘kmmgm nn

TDICHD GIELS

written by Aveek Katiyar

EEL FEAS

T

MERRY mﬁaﬂm THE BEGII‘!IHII"IG SF’EFIK NOW
Eggs _ MARIAH EHREH BT THE BU'ICK EYED PEﬂS TAYLOR SWIFT
“ e s Bl s e s pees e
iim’*fﬁm Mariah's mmﬁm Time of My urewnrmm the a]h;;’m ~ spired by romantic chick flicks. In uptempa.

tunes like 'Mine' and ‘Sparks Fly' and ballads

WE'RE GIVING
AWAY THESE

L] T TR ... s | e ﬂBLLEET};ﬂH accessing refevant websites via their rqeule
o _phones. year marks its 10th ann :
_. - i' Canned Bread 340-350 yen = S$5.40-58$5.60 ]m’m"mﬁﬂm?mmﬁemﬂ mmmma “mm "w;mm "gﬁp i
' : . ‘that showcases m:la;r modelied by Japa- mn’ [m i diigs nglish mrx u::g ?‘I?BT
B oy ‘nese celebrities, agai ue.hadmrnn of live con- ‘where you can ogle at. ﬁlgh
— e e _certs and performances, from attracting spot the next Japanese trend. The mt afmis in
huge m-ﬁfup{vals, widmrs;thlaurﬁqm wznnmm

From castles to cliffs. creepers to couches, and rain Lo
rabbits, inventive and original bar codes have been spring-
Ing up @n all manner of products. Trust the Japanese ta make
your traim ticket an object of fascination, eh? Who in their
right minds would even consider the cute-ification of the
corporate billing system? The Japanese, that's who. Not even
Helle Kitty has escaped this glorification (as if it needed
any more!), with fantastically geeky kitty-kats with
straight A whiskers, Without encroaching on the numbers re-
quired in the code, these smooth graphics give you a reason
to smile. to wonder, and are often related to the product
they appear on.,

Curiously, bar code imagery is not something new to us. Our
entire public history seems to be littered with iconography
that can somehow be traced back to bar codes, From Abbey Road
to portraits created completely from tiny black-and-white
stripes to entire bwilding facades, our fascination with
Tlinear forms seems to befit the importance Design Barcode
(the Japamese Tirm responsible Tor this makeover) places
upon the humble UPC label, Even MAD magazine paid homage to
them in an issue dating back to the late 78s.

We can spend endless hours (and yen)} pouring through preduct
packaging, looking for the next trophy addition to our col-
lection of unbelievable imagery in the form of bar codes.

LN TN |

: wmt'smmmm an auqm vﬁlhurs to burtn;
- clothes modelied on the mnmﬁ‘r‘u-the-@bthy

Sean me!
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By Cheryl Tan Kay Yin
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TRAVEL TIP #2: PLAN YOUR TRIP

You want to get to know Tokyo inside and out?
Select a few key attractions you wish to wvisit,
but keep your trip open to experience the
authentic daily (ife and culture of the Japanese.
Here are a few suggested locations:

CENTRAL TORYO

=t W

1. Tsukiji Fish Market- Go here in the wee
hours of the morning to catch the tuna
auction sale. You'll never guess what some
of these sea creatures are!

2. East Gardens of the lmperial Palace-

Great place for a morning jog.

f but thl"\i'ﬁli‘a y
W mdﬂ“ﬂr 1 ou
too expensive? F“ﬂ;’ living, but that shauldn-:stviﬂﬁ.gm
have a high cost to explore au;fﬁ:m:ﬂm" e
n ge : WESTERN TOKYQD
sional to ' on your way
the tmfi:tlonﬂ{ tips and you'll be well 0 H*“ Japan! 1. Harajuku: This place is filled with teenagers
donning the wildest styles.
2.Free Cosplay Festival every Sunday: Try
and guess what character they're trying to
be - catch them parading between Harajuku,
- I Yoyogl Park and the Meiji Shrine entry path.
. =, Harajuku's Oriental Bazaar: One of Tokyo's
| largest souvenir for Japanese souvenirs
Ils ete.

such as kimonos,
NORTHERN TOKEYD

1. fen Garden: Features a Japanese—style
garden and scenes from famous poems.
Adwmizsion applies.

SIDE TRIPS FROM TORYD '
1.Hakone (ME. Fuji): Hakone is famous for
elose views of beautiful ME. Fuji.

2.Kyoto and Osaka during Cherry Blossom
Season: In Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka, the
Best time to go is at the end of March

| through early April.

XX
TRAVEL TIP #3: SAVE ON ACCOMMODATION

Instead of staying at a standard hotel where service comes at a
higher price, go for a traditional Japanese [ving experience.
APARTMENTS/DORMS

These feature shared restrooms and chowers,
= SOHO Asakusa - Cost: 5100 yen / person (private room)
» Jimbocho Sakura Hotel - Cost: 3,150 yen / dorm bed.

EYOKANS

Ryokans are Japanese -style inns. They usually have tatami
floors, futon beds and Japanese-style baths and local cuising.
* Fujime-en Hakone (90 mins by bus/train from Tokyo Station)
- Cost: 4950 / person
Well worth it for views of Mt. Fuji from your room, plus it's
got onsen facilities on-srte.
* Ryokoan Kangetsu - Cost: 5250 yen /' room
Has indoor and outdoor onsen baths.

CAPSULE HOTELS

facilities. Some hotels are men-only, but
here are 2 women-friendly joints.
« Central Inn Gotanda
- Cost: 3300 yen /person
Free wireless connection.
= Hotel New Gyominso Asakusa
- Cost: 3.000 yen / Fﬂ-ismm
Has a seenic bathing Facility ooking
Asakusa and the Swwida Fiver,

TRAVEL TIP #5:
EAT KUTRITIOUS MEALS WITHOUT SPLURGING

Whein you're on the move exploring Tokyo, it's a good idea to
have some snacks in your bag to munch on.

CULTURAL CAUTION: It is considered vude to walk
and eat at the same time, As much as possible, try
to find a bench or a spot to sit and eat or snack

3
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TRAVEL TIP #1 GRAB A FREE TOUR GUIDE

Instead of having to learn a whole new age before going
abroad, simply a FREE volunteer guide when you travel to
Tokyo. Booking must be made in advance, but it's simple, using
the online form. This way, you can travel around Tokyo,
including the suburbs, without the worry of getling lost in
translation! Book them here: www.tokyofreequide.com

MNote: You have to cover their meals, entry fees to museums
and other paying attractions as well as transport.

Your tour guide can't be with you 24/7 though, so knowing
a few key Japanese phrases will belp. Keep a basic conversational
handbook with you to refer te must-know phrases:

1. Do you speak English? - Eigo ga dekimasuka?

2. Can you please help we? - Tetsudatte kuremasenka?

3. How do | get to [place]? — [place] wa dou itta houga ii? . .
. Can you help we take a photo? — Shadhin o otte tadakemasy ka? : i s B p——————
5. Where is (name of place)? - [Name of place] wa doko desuka? A Pl

1 - Iosme 0] 14

1.Where to pick out your munchies:

a. Convenience stores

b. ¥100 shops — they're easy to find  Onigiwi
¢. DON QUIXOTE- Open 24—-hours L

2.Inexpensive popular Japanese snacks:
a. Individually-packaged rice crackers b
c. Bottled green tea— best to buy from supermarkets,

it's usually cheaper than vending machines (Note: In
) Japan, bottled ocha usually has no added sugar)

3. Proper Japanese meals on a dime:

a. Bento boxes: these are great as you con get them at
any train station or convenience store. Grab them
for a discount after meal hours

B b. Restaurants/stalls near offices: they offer low
¥ priced drinks and food for around 300 yen

5. Must-have desserts: Kakigori
a Japanese ice-kacang (kakigorl) 4
b. Traditional warm red bean paste desserts (anpan)
& Matcha imo (green tea ice cream with sweet potats)

Roows may be small, but they come with
all you need, including (shared) bathroom

booooee

Foetnébe X
TRAVEL TIP #4: TRAVEL SMART AND LIGHT

BEFORE GOING TO TORYD

Pack your luggage such that there is still adequate gpace for
. you to stash your souvenirs from Japan. Al check the

weather forecast to ensure the clothes you bring are

suited to the current weather conditions and season!

ESSENTIALS

1. Jogging/walking shoes (discovering Tokye does require
w%g girls, so dont just bring high heels!)

2.4 set of formal wear: you may decide to eat at a
high-end restaurant in Tokyo — top -grade sashimi for

3. Leggings/ thick stockings for the ladies (You can wear
Mﬂw

to look stylish and still keep warm! The
Japanese sure [ove them)

CHEAP EATS

—

Ezogiky at Totsuka — 100 yen off

3

&

&

Shin Yokohama Raumen Museum — 30% off @
@
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Besides being trendsetters for bizarre dishes and
unique fashion, the Japanese are also widely known
for being the best in Asian Horror. Japanese Horror
has become so popular that even Americans have taken
a strong liking to it, so much so that they have made
adaptations of some well-known Japanese horror flicks
such as The Ring, One Missed Call and Fulse. What sepa-
rates Japanese horror from other genres is the amount
of psychological elements and eerie atmospheres used
in the films. Each film has a certain dark and dis-
turbing feel to it, sending chills down anyone's spine.

HISTORY

Japanese folklore kas Influenced this well-known genre of Japaness horrar
with themes of possession, exorcism, precagnition, ghosts and polterg
Kaidan, also generally known as ¢lassic ghost stories consisting of strange
and bewiiching phantom, often is the basis of most Japanese horror films

COMMON GENRE ELEMENT
Spirits & Vengeance

Unexpected Situations

Lady in White

Japanese izo;z'-:'-r movies leave
imprints on your mind long
after you seen them. Every
horror movie is a discovery
which is bound to have you at
the edpe of your seat crin Ll"‘E
while technology and special

ﬂ:“ ects have taken precedent in
the Western genre, it is the

auth T.iGi-.l_v ef classic J-horror
films that leave us with pure

terror and satisfaction. e =

NOTABLE HORROR FILMMAKERS

& DIRECTORS i 2 0

THE RING

It-all started gut with Ringu in 1998
taka The Ring), whem filmmaker Hideo

invokeEfError tothose wiio s
miurder sitgid hie most
e filmd s mast definitaly t
who I5 beth mehaciig enticing.
= grunt and Nis black 'eyes are way too
dark for a boy

shiboya

febler Funning
ir Creeping |
If-that

Although most Japanese horror movies make use of graphic details, gore Is considered
a sub-genre of horror,. Horror usually encircles supernatural themes while gore
explares the more grotesque and sadistic side of human nature. Violence, bload
and the human body are the essence of gore. Scripts and plots are usually rath
simple while visuals are taken to the extremes. Even though some perpetrators in gore
flicks are fuelled by vengeance orfjustice, sadism and masochism are greatly explored. |

FANTAN 2818 EETHENE k
Jlli_! FRIDNDT |

Classic Gore Flicks

Battle Royale {2000} explores the theme of
survival of the fittest. A class of teenageﬁ:. arg
placed on an unknown island, given various
weapans and are left to fight against one
another for supvival while audiences in Japan
watch this gdﬁ version of Survivor.

e,
Tokaido Yotsuya Kaidan (19594 is about a »
lady named Oiwa who returns in spirit form to
avenge the death of her E.“F-’- her infant san, both
p hushand, Some claim the gore
realistic, but it's still gruesome

with LIRERE) EITERE
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MU TETRIS :

track with a wall coming towards them.
The wall has an odd-shaped hole that the con-
—

} —— -, testant has to get th h, oth ise th et
I V@ A puchedintoa poolofhotwater.
J—H:L* = CA
\( \

N Once a dance Sor & ’ i & ,QWANESE GM‘EL C rw Extreme comedic elements made

- E£TYMOLOGY — it Arrvest! M-#«J.#_,.h::_f’ Cﬂ-..uf" &-‘--’\. the show popular, especially when contestants

‘_ _ 4 to be a form of ritudl are faced with odd shapes that seem totally . .
- The origins of Sumo Were sal 2 bor a boarvhiful harvest The show follows a group of Americans who impossibie to go through. Their reaction  guf- F

.‘ dedicated to the gods Wm:d:f*:sn#ed dancing and fF you Hhink sumo urestlers are Just fatties in leave the US for Japan where they compete in to the shapes and how they try to N A |

¥ and were performed Miﬂ ¢ the shrines. diapers. you are s.c_lq'l'r mistaken. Trainings (keiks) for ! s a Japanese-style game show. The winner squeeze themselves through are
- dramas within the precineys © :’;‘:Fiﬂﬁ", "fﬂkﬂd ”ku]ﬂ:d (From Jonckuchi +o Makushita) Iﬂﬁﬁ takes home US $250,000. » @ hitwith viewers.

-and=- akfair cembining aining ae early as ¥:30am, with stretching, I Ih"
r" Eﬂ::eﬂz:?iiﬁn?:ﬂ fl:ziil?:;fﬂﬁ few of ne holds ﬁ:ﬁxejfgzﬁg:a‘ F’ﬁ: ;‘::::? 'T; a=ﬂfﬂ"" ﬁ? T ; o The fact that non-Japanese
barred. In the Nara Period (8+h c:en{-urr}};‘r;f?;ﬁ::e breakfast. and Hhe Sekiati (i g Pl s | A ‘Jf. ITELYIn S s o O ST o0

— formulated and technijues developed eo start practice. which lasts until noon. There is ne Y AL L e T

o resemble +he sumo of today. prospect because anything can go wrong.

formal teaching of holds or manceuvres: rather, the
rikishi learn these themselves by watching their ;
seniors and practising endlessly. ; =, L - v :f

ﬂ\_f-H:r the practice. the uresters then take a bath,
with Hhe higher-ranked ones going Fires. AF oroces Nl B Bl e L= ; 3l - N
I:00am +he rikichi +ake their breakfast, uith Hhe ‘ Irecht i o N VA~
higher=ranked uresters going first again, semetimes e, N | I 4 'ﬁg_ ﬁt&f
anly leaving scraps for the younger rikishi +o finish il N L NN )

up. Once +he meal is over, wuresHers will lie down for o L . o~ ~
afterncon naps. which help them get bigger. .

If you've ever watched a
Japanese game show, then you'd
know how crazy it can get! You'll sea

everything from contestants rubbing their
butts against hot tailpipes to agreeing to be
locked, naked, in an apartment for an indeter-

minate amount of time, left only to subsist on
prizes culled from magazine competitions, 1tis

) ¥ -9 _' A é.f guite paradoxical to think that the Japanase -
The winner of a suma bout s either: s | = who sometimes have a rather rigid perspective

: 3 : g 4 e ' on lifa - spend their avenings watching game
The firet rikishi (sumo wresHer) +o ferce his opponent to = . 3 = 1 s g 89

: . anent to put 5 i . i shows that make the western versions look like
ﬂgpﬁw#hf:b:&g%e(fcm}szﬁiﬁe:’mm"ﬁi’ﬂ *’-""“*’-‘g =X - g — q : o iy 4 your boring news on television.

The popularity of these "crazy” shows is due to
@T&a firet rilishi +o foree his opponent to fouch ﬁﬁ 31‘?&"_# _ ; - ; the fact that the Japanesea are conservative,
with any Pal"i':F h&:‘:d}' ;H’Hﬁ knee ;T;‘ee:::dibiP {i;‘_:; ¥ ’ - : : b - o : . ‘guiet and stressed. To them, appearing on the
finger or his top=k = other than : = | - f N F !

N
l Zoions 15 d Sport
3 . fl
stesped 10 Lroditiee

amd cer .tma'g}}

29992999999

e 2 - gamea shows and watching them at home is
k ‘ . an outlet for escapism. Here's a
Striking with fists, hair pulling, eye gouging. choking and : b 4 ick s '
eking n +he Stomach or chest are prohibrted. As there | . G - ok Horeus of some f
are na weight limits as in boxing of western wrestling it 3 ; — f . Tt

is possible for a rikishl +e find himselt pitted against an
opponent tuice his ewn weight.

Y

Matches often last enly a few seconds, but Hhey can
seeasionally last for several minutes.

"E‘
|.d

_ W3
BATSUY) GANE
A AL LIV =
24 -{":UM wrestlers ead orly +us meals a i e Th lea of Bats i bt
? : i ay: ak) - arules atsu games are simple, bu
'E.ﬂl"'lkr'l‘"lﬂ in sumo decounts For ﬂbiﬂiﬂﬁ:?’ r:::;n:"ﬂjﬂiﬂxrﬂ‘w dinner fm‘mﬂ-ﬂ’ ﬂrﬂﬂf-m}_ :Jn:fr:;g{- ! B! e amazingly tﬂugh 2y ﬁyou ’Ell.-!gh. yQI:I get
everything. It “mﬁf “.:i’."”ei“io‘“ﬁﬁ. o get so0o huga! what these qurs must be eating to ' A Y punished. A new edition of this show is
the rxﬁ;:‘:}:unfjl ;hrg:quﬂd how you are e == P e ) made every year, and as of 2008 there are
e d in your stable. The main meal of +he day consi : 4 =1 6 Batsu games. The most famous edition is
neated ify ) Chanko-rabe which indaq‘e:s:eﬂ: g&:ﬁ::“ 2alled VI = [T A = r/—“"“"""[’":i one that takes place at a high school.
Rikishl start sume in +he Maezumo Sashimi aﬂq’ deep-tried fo0d. Stews an S8 food, ﬂfm&at—% @AS-ELEJ
Ef-ra'-ﬁt-rr'w] division. [F Hhey win enough ;Mman diskes, though in recent }fcﬂr':l :arﬂe - e
bocte, they start off in the Jenokuehi umb:'_r“fi have been included. C&aﬂk-;— M!:: :-:e ;ﬂn‘ This classic Japanese game show enjoys a cult are not the punishments, but rather how
divigion. If they keep winning, they will '€ and washed down with bottles of bast i, status throughout the world. Each show involves challenging it i= to not laugh at somathing
eventually make i +o durye ¢ ank. ! around 100 people who have to get through a funny. Most of the time contestants are
2 aan. he's considered a | S i number of different obstacles, including being “forced” to laugh and it can be quite
Flr?nf;s?sf;f:p F‘:ﬁs?ﬂ.buhﬂ‘s allowed +o wear a I CAana-nabe iy chased through a labyrinth and walking across a /; \ hilarious to see how contestants
:Jrk mawashi (belt) in fournaments. I one a Sedro 5 Staple! narrow bridge with balls huried at them. The con- stop themselves from laughing.
keeps on winning. he will progress to the ) testants who make it through would then have to

o R riks. To : - &

chi, Kormusubi and S ekivake ranks % esants who make hrough oudhen ave o

f:::ie a Dzeki. a rikishi must get about 33
wing in 3 fournaments. Te make it +o Hre

The highlights of the shows

The ridiculous obstacle courses are

il : interasting, but with a hundred contestants
g i i trying to overcome them, the main draw is

oted. ‘;_M gd“:: r::?e. [ — 21 how they fail, which inevitably gets you

it _— ik breaking into laughter.

= + at
iahest rank - Yokozuna — he must ge
::?uhs-j- 27 wins in 2 toutnaments. Yokozunas

can never be dem
TJ';I loce, however. he will be

E do o
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cent Taiwancas movies like SEf_-::r-::t_lgzthu
prience the city's wvierant heartheak,

. ] hing Te
1¢ you've enjoyed watc T
; ie ticket to Taipei, and explore

to experie
svoir Taipel and want -
Ell you have to do is grah & cheap
the city from the ground up.

Bve » than meeta
of the world" reveals more
= d the usual tourist spots. From

things worth checking ouk:

to the "acooter capital
:ht‘r{i;t. 1f you're willing to go beyon

2 e
the weird to the wonderful, here ar SOMm

™ wight \ife
the day @s it is at night, with a
b gL e ;twhjn‘,mm 4o tpe the sun goes down.

LIVEHOUSES

Taiwan is awash with domestic singer-songwriters,

perform hefore they hit it hig is at a livehouse,
which Taipei has a fair share of. These live music
venues feature artista - new and established, local
and foreign - who perform original music.

Each livehouse has a cover charge that varies
according to the bands, with performances starting
from 9.30pm, and closing at around 11.50pm (so that
you can catch the last train to your hotel). The
lineup changesa frequently so it's hest to check
hefore you go. Here are a few excellent livehouses:

The Wall

Bi1, 200 Roosevelt Rd | www.thewall.com.tw

A legend in the livehouse scene, thia bio-capacity
venue has been host to many great local bands, as wall

] aprround bands
: prgroun as popular international acts,

erworld

Riveraide Live Houae

17T Sining 3. Rd | www.riverside.com.tw

Spread acroas 2 levels, it's located in the youth
district of Ximending and features mainstream and
indie artiata,

Underworld

Bi1F, 25 Shida Rd | www.underworld-taipei hlogspot.com

A dark underground venue in the student-rich area
that has seen its fair share of underground bands from
Taiwan and abroad.

CLUBBING

to every

1 has & host of clubs that cater

Eij&lfet. crowd and theme. Earaocke pubs are a8 e
| favyourite entertainment for the locals, but e
| who are more used to dancing to TJ heats can

to some of these cluba

1
|
|
|
1
[

| ?F“.I?‘a‘? Zhong Xiao E Bd | www. luxy-taipei.com

ide
i + famous club in Taipei, it &rug 8 Very w
e Ehnig;u?:f erowds with its live acts, who've included
: Elack Eyed Feas, DJ Jagzy Jeff and Tiesto.

1
. 'I Room 18/18 Lover
- “‘l B1, 22 SongShou Rd | www.roomiB.com.tw

e has made a name drawing the young,
'Eg::tﬁﬁemd wealthy, with & dance floor that
: 1 vibrates to hip-hop.
¥

1 ‘ Campus | Issoe (89 | 3
T
|

bands and pop idols, and a great place to catch them

BAR HOFPING

Those looking for a cheaper night out with
friends can head to some of Taipei's watering
holes, including:

Indian Beerhouse
192 Bale Rd

right down to the washbasina. The drinks are
reasonable, and food cholces include rabhbit,
deep-fried bee pupae and stir-fried crickets.

Taiwan Beer Bar

85 Balle Road | www.nv.com.tw/34bheer

This is THE place to go if you want freshly-hrewed
Taiwan Beer etraight from the hrewery. This airy

beer is the cheapest in town (1 mug=NT:%0/855.90)

out and avout

visitors are spoiled for ghopping and dining
gmﬁu%ME are a few guirky themed things to do:

THEMED DINING

Taipei has an oddball sense of humour and a
long-standing obscssion with food, so restaurantas
these daya compete with guirky themea.

Modern Toilet Restaurant

T Xin3heng N Rd | www.noderntoilet.con. tw

As itas name suggests, it's a restaurant where you sit
on toilet bowls and dine on bathtub tables, Even the
dishes are served in miniature toilet fixtures.

Mr J II

250 Wuxing St | www.nrj-tw.com

Jay Chou fans will love this restaurant, which ias
not only opened by the entertainer himself, wut it's
kased on his 'S8scret’ movie, and features waiters in
echool uniforma and an antigue piano from the movie.

Hello Eitty Sweetas

90 Da'An Rd | www.sanrio.com.tw

Fana of the franchise will revel in this pink
parlour, which is filled with Eitty paraphernalia,
as well as desserts that feature the feline. A glant
Eitty statue adorns the entrance of thias
Sanrio-licensed cafe,

Cafe Dog &% Cata

123 Puhua Rd

Taipel has guite a number of restaurants that
feature cats roaming freely within the premisca
while patrons dine away - Taipei is home to the
world's firat cat cafe. Cafe Dog & Cata actually has
both cats and a dog that diners can play with.

This guirky mar is decorated with A dinosaur theme -

apace ia one of a few outdoor venuea in Taipel, and the

QUIRKY MUSEUMS

You've ssen the National Mussum and the Sun Yat
Sen Memorial Hall, hut here are some off-the-radar
mussums worth visiting.

Taiwan Storyland

B2, 50 Zhongxiao W Rd | eng. taiwanstoryland.com.tw
Storyland ia a noatalgic recreation of a yesteryear
town, replete with mom-and-pop stores and old-styled
restauranta that whisk you back to Taiwan cirea 1960,

Miniatures Museum of Taiwan

B1, 96 Jian Guo N Rd | www.nmot.com.tw

The first muscunm to feature miniatures in 2 formats.
a 'doll house' and a room with cut-away views. Ranked
seoond in the world, the mussum moasts over 200
miniature items.

Fire S8afety Muscum
57 Chenggong Rd See 2 | english tefd.taipei.gov.tw

A free museum about dealing with disasters. where {
elee can you experience a fire, -

typhoon and earthguake !
simulation? Raincoata end
bootes are supplied.




CULTUIRE=

FOOD, FASHION AND FUN?

What do you get when you think of the Land of the Rising Sun?
Do you conjure up images of beautiful androgynous J-Pop artistes
or poised geishas? Maybe it's the cuisine- for its high regard of lean,
delicate pieces-synonymous with all things natural, evident also in
lapanese beauty secrets. Whatever it might be - Yohji Yamamoto
or Osarmu Tezuka — this East Asian nation, has much to boast. We're
all rather acquainted with the variety of entertainment and life-
style trends Japan boasts. But do you adopt your culture trends like
you pick your sushi? Well, if you do, it might be about time to
rethink your impulsive choices because not everything that's neathy
wrapped up in that sushi roll, tastes pleasant.

We're not just talking taste buds here. It goes way up in the human
anatomy because culture (like it or not) has its impact on our
mental health. There has been much hype about the cool aspects of
Asian culture, from manga and anime, to cosplay. Let’s not forget
the schoolgirl uniform fetish. But we can't deny health is a major
lifestyle concern apart from entertainment and food. Why else
would we be concerned about our weight? While it's true that
culture helps create a sense of identity, certain aspects of it might
be detrimental to our development if consumed to ablivien. We
subscribe to whole cultures on impulse when we focus on the good

and neglect the bad.

You'd probably prefer watching a trailer of Paranormal Activity
Tokyo Might on Youtube than another moral education
lesson...until | tell you that this 15 a horror flick. And you're the
scream queen. Mo, it's no Halloween, it’s reality, honey.

i
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CULTUIRE OF DEPRESSION O CULTURAL TRNEND?

It all boils down to social attitudes, In a stoic

culture that highly values honour, mental
health concerns are nat fully addressed,
ironic in a country that develops its techno-
logy at lightning speed. While suicide might
seem like a commendable act, mental ill-
nesses are shunned as they demonstrate
weakness. Although not all suicides are
concerned with a form of mental iliness,
evidence from suicide cases points to
depres- sion as a prime motive.

But many youths around Japan are adopting

cultures blindly, taking in the negative
aspects and behaviour of modern culture
without discretion, Suicide in Japan is no
longer an honourable act, as it seems like it
has evolved into a trend to get back at
society. An act of sacrifice that was once
conducted for the sake of soclety has now
become an act against society, With

pressures from school (fexams and bullying),
the youth are out to rebel against the adults
who they believe are the culprits behind
their pain and suffering,

Many young pecple are victims of labelling.
Their parents and teachers might criticise
them for being stupid or weak: character-
istics which are a far cry from traditional
Japanese virtues, like those upheld by their
samural ancestors. These newer generations
suffer in confusion when the walls
surrounding success, in a country with a
history of structure and progression, erodes.
They are no longer promised the security of
a better future as economic woes and
homelessness are rampant, and thus, they
feel they work and struggle for practically
nothing. For some, it seems the sun is not
shining quite so brightly in the Land of the
Rising Sun these days.

Young peopie and the older generation have
very little in comman, especially when it
comes to communication among the two
groups, Communication these days comes in
the form of the television and the internet.

As many youths withdraw from their
society, evident In hikikomore (total
isolation, where they live in their bedrooms
24/7 glued to their computers and shun any
outside contact, including their parents),
they feel a smaller sense of belanging and a
lack of purpose. In hopes of escaping the
blealk reality, these young people would
rather be comforted by a screen than a
human face,

Yet many of the media materials being
screened contain negative underlying
messages, that if not analysed carefully,
can lead to adverse consequences,

% ]

CULTURE MEANS COOL?

Is the younger generation seeing suicidal
behaviour as a trend to copy? You might
think it has nothing to do with you, but
social pressure breeds indiscriminate behaviour.
Many young people in Japan feel they are at
their breaking point. Often, just one trigger
and it could set of an entire series of acts of
rage. There's no denying that young people
are always out to prove themselves, And
advertising feeds on this vulnerability,
especially with media materials like Pie-5an’s
book "How to Kill Yourself: 5 Easy Steps”
and the controversial film, Suicide Circle.

Suicide clubs used to be common among the
older citizens, but the internet has made it a
trend among techno-savvy youths. Internet
suicide pacts are aplenty these days, made
easy with the advancement of technology.
When you're in complete isolation as a
hikikomore, being part of such a group
helps give you some sense of belonging.
Many shudder at the thought of trendifying
suicidal behaviour among teens, You might
think, why make light of a real and serious
mental and emotional torment ? After all,
not everyone at this fragile stage in their

lives understand the fine line between
aesthetics and ethics.

However, such independent film houses
{many of which do not share the profit-
making motives of their larger counter-
parts) create productions with a purpose.
After all, media is 3 means of communi-
cation, This creative industry Is both a boon
and bane. It could lead to ancrexia, material-
ism and even suicide but it could also result
In a social movement, if not revolution,
What many young people fail to consider,
is the motive behind the media’s agenda.
Films like Suicide Circle are a crude reflec-
tion of society, in hopes of enlightening the
Japanese government and society of the
serious danger that's emerging amongst its
younger generation.

On the downside, vulnerable young people
feel like they are able to relate to these
fictional depictions as these messages serve
as a reminder of their hopelessness. 5o they
act on it, resorting to various means to
escape the bleak future. In this case, the
truth s no stranger than fiction.

Behind all the glitz and glamour, lies a
darker story, Renowned for its high regard
for honour, Japan's history is filled with acts
of sacrifice.

Honour and duty go hand in hand. If honour
was lost, especially in the context of battles
in which the samurai was obliged to protect
and glorify his nation, the only other
honourable act to undertake was death.
According to Bushido (the Japanese code of

conduct), this was to maintain and uphold
the dignity of his nation, family and hirmself.
Mothing was considered more shameful
than admitting defeat.

Acts of taking one's own life included
seppuky (belly-slitting which is followed by
disembowelling) and kamikaze,

With a history of stoiclsm and heroism,
Japan today has one of the highest suicide

THE DOWINSIDE OF CULTURNE A.R.4 OUk BLIND $IDE

rates in the world. According to UN
statistics, sulcide rates in Japan are double
that of the US, despite the latter bearing a
larger population size. The World Health
Organisation reports a suicide rate of 36.5
and 14.1 for males and females per 100,000,
respectively. That was lapan, approximately
10 years ago. And suicide is still on its rise.

It's & scary truth — the loss of talent and
human capital, Is it due to culture ?

3

TARE THE GOOD. DITClH vHE BAD

Death = whether intentional or as a
consequence, like in the form of karoshi
(overworking that results in death), is
irreversible. The point |s that we are no
warriors except in the daily acts of living and
giving. Culture changes with time but
certain values remain, or at least, struggle to
thrive, It is imperative that we take the
good out of it and abandon the negative

traits that only deter progress because
certain things should remain as lessons in
our history textbooks and not a part of our
present lives, | think it's time to quit
complaining that you're not being granted
the amount of freedom you deserve. For
starters, you have the independence and
liberty to pick the trends to follow, wisely.
I mean, you wouldn't shop for something

that wasn't worth your money, would you?
So why skim on other important lifestyle
cholces? | strongly believe that nothing
should be decided upon without awareness,
because It cripples growth. This lives on in
the Japanese proverb "Wision without action
is a daydream. Action without vision is a
nightmare.” Following blindly has never been
trendy, And change only starts with you.
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Text and lustratio

Theee words: Papular, well-liked and dlaround amesome.
This youkai (popularised by the Nine-Tailed Fox of
Naruto) by mature, is a trickster and holds the al:-ilihd to

s by Fateen Syafawanl

Youkal are the dewons of Japan, and are as
old as Japanese culture Hself. They don’t die,
sowe breathe fire, and others are the eutest
cats you've ever seen lonly you don't know

they're longing to take a good chunk of your
flesh). Beeause of their uniqueness and prominence
in Japanese culture, a basic understanding of
youkalis a wust for all Japanophiles. All you
have to do Is name your fandom and that
character has a high chance of belng based
off a Youkal, but the question is this - do you
really know all there s about your favourtte
character’s inner demons?

Hateh your money wiith this one; its
shape-shif ting abilities allow it to
disguise simple items e leaves into

shei:ne-shci 1, 1o possess a resul-ar‘ human ane to Ii'fera'lllﬂ
hreathe fire, In its extremely lonq ite, it
outs tals one after the other.it's
said that anine=taled fox is at the
Finnacl!a of its pOWErS;

di

Popular characters: Lzomaki
Naruto's Bijun from Marwto, Takumo

(hkee,

Cats are cute, often mischievous, adverturous
and most im rJr'l.a'!'lhi. wiel-loved by the human
race. However, these demon cats are the
restless spirits of felines tortured to death
and are more than willing to take ameaty hite
out of uour shoulder or burn you whaole while
re sljeclm& Treat your cat ricely, especially
iF you notice that it SF."GIJfE.f'I a second tail
m.rer'nrahi.

PoFurar characters: Ni "r'u5i+m s Bijun

from Narwto, Kirar m inuyasha

ad Chen From T ouhau,

monely in order o obtan Food and wine,
its favourite drink. Some legends say it

kettle, which a poor wife sold in order
ta Feed her children, Note that the
3:1!13‘ has ab.rrma‘al'aj |R‘Hﬂ tesficles,
ad is usually seen at JaPar!eae
restairant entrances.

Fopd

Naruto,

ised itself imto & ancient tea

lar characters: Gaar
com Tonadina T

duh) and Hachi From Inuyasha,

Let's put it this Wy theyre Sreen-skmed.
w.#er‘sobhns you do NOT want to getinto a
Fiﬁ'rl' with, or be their next 1351h'r| . ka
being water demons, rule the riverbanks,
seas, lakesand just about any body of water
you can Find. TheH, e ex ir*e.n'ﬂg s'Fr'{mE
ihen anﬂere:l and will either chaﬂenae you
toa suma mateh (you won't win this evenif
l._.|nu'f'e a black hi:l'?) of remove d person s
intestines by sneaking up on an isolated

swimmer‘ aﬂ& ﬁ:ﬁchinﬂ a
Fist ihmuﬂh i5,.. Never
mird.

ar characters:
from Naruto,

PeaFIe say this youkai Was the spirit of
someone wWho died in the snoi, wandering about
0n Snoky niﬂhis. Her almost translucent;
de-white siin blends into the winterScene and
she leaves no tracks in the snow, Like all Huuhai.
this ﬁarﬁcuh‘ oheis dead'll:j: if you male readers
see her, malie sure you're deop-dead gongenus,
o nj:ru'IF be frozen todeath. IF ?ou're... weell,
belo average, Lle.J'!*E'. bournd 1o turn into the next
lee age exhibition, Some legends say this youka
absorbs the bfe-force of men theough a kiss which
calsesan instant deep-Freeze, As Foe Females,
Youre safe, She's only interestedin men
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Pesphe their scary appearances, some of these youkal
have at least some history co-existing with humantty
and in some cases even forming marriages with them,
Kinowlng wore about them will surely add a dimension to
your average demons, whether they're immortalised in
anime or sitting In front of restaurant entrances. One
word of caution—don’t bother them and they won't

bother you.

FEELING STRESSED AND YOU WANNA BATTLE rrou:;:::msamu ;E_:r:: lsstrr; A
' STLING - OM A TABLE. YOU€
RINGY TRY SUMO WRESTLING oM A el
CH NOISE IF YOURE IN
CLASS. JUST DON'T MAKE TOO MU i e
YOUR OPPONENT AND BOTH O
< YOUR WRESTLER, FACE YOUR O | L.
Tfllggﬁ?ms (NOTTHE RING) TO YOUR HEART'S CONTENT mm_'rrf{lg L&:: :;1; Z
TLERS FIGHT TO STAY ON THEIR FEET WITH THE VIBRATION! e
THIE LAST MAN STANDING OR THE ONE STILL INTHE RING-.

SALININBHLEZ

READ MORE
ABOUT SUMO
WRESTLING ON

PASE 18/

B23XO2BXLY

Foarm] B
III.;.;q.c..,,l.l‘l_‘ol et
CAMZUNO, THIS
15 A TRADITIONA.

ZamE m Jean!

B

WRESTLER

Cut aleng the bold
lines and fold along
the edges of the
square. Use tape or
glue to fix the white
tabs in'place.
Since you're moving
your wrestlers by
tapping near this
‘ring’, print it on
thick paper unless
you're a cheapskate.




