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ANABLEPHOBIA

Do you e stargazing? Did you ever ook up at the
skey and wonder "Wow, the sky i so beautiful™?
Wel, it ain't that easy for people suffering from
anablephobia - also known as the fear of lboking
up. Cloud watching is o pretty popular pastime To
refeve stress, however, not everyone will feel
relxed after looking up. Those with this phobia
are sivply responding to the extensiveness of the
skey When they look at the sy, fhey feel
insignificant or minuscue. Others way be afraid of
what may fall from the sky rain, hail, trees, or
EVERN GEropianes

CHROMETOPHOBIA

If you were offered 6 willion dollars, would uow declhing it7 I uou have
chrometophobio, you most llkely will Chrometophobia is The mtense fear of woney
be it fearing the financial responsibilities that money can bring or the failures
they may face, dealing with money is onerous for chrometophobics For most of
us, dealing with money is second nature Who wouldn't want o little bit of extra
cozh? Like wost other phobias, this fear of money might also originate: from
negafive experiences which money can bring, inciuding a child watching Their
parents quarreling over money, losing o vast awiount of money, or it may even be
a-cogrifive assumpfion that woney is associated with greed or evil based on the
falrutales we have heard when we were young
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EPISTEMOPHOBIA

Most school students would probably
argue That they have this phobia
the fear of knowledse People who
experience this phobia often avoid J—
reading books or magazives and would |
choose To be ignorant of other
platforms through which kearning &
stimulated The handful of those who
relate to this fear would probably
agree that “the lesser you know the
better” Or in this case, if you don'™
kinow anything, it's the best
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PHOBOPHOBIA

dohn £ Kennedy famously said: “The
orly thing we have o fear is fear
. itself™ That is iferally what
phobophobia 15 People fear getting
diagnosed with a phobia, learning about
& o phobia or even thinking about a
phobia. fronicaly, This is in rself o
phobia. If you Thought the phobias
@ obove were strange, This one would
definitely give you a run for your
money Unless you have
a Chrometophobia of course.

Humans sometimes have strange fears
of certain things. Most specific phobias
begin during childhood and can persist
throughout our lives. The most common
of them being: clau ia (the fear
of confined space), acrophabia (the
fear of heights), and trypanophobia
(the fear of injections). As we all
obviously are familiar with those ones
(some more than others), let’s look
instead at some of the weirdest of
phobias out there.

ot

EUPHOBIA

Think of all the good news that you could
ever hear. For example, “You just won a
ttery, matel”, "School is canceled Todoy!” or
“You are top in the National Exams!”. Now
imaging if you were afroid of hearing it
Sound bizarre? That is euphobia - the fear
of hearing good news This fear Typically
involves hearing good news and then being
disappointed that it didn’t actually happen
This fear may have formed when somecne
experienced a troumatic incident of
receiving good rews and then feeling
disappointed It seems the old adage way be
True then = not all news s aood nNews.

Things kicked off at 10am Saturday (1st October)
and ran all the way to 10am Sunday (2nd Octo-
ber), with participants challenged to create an
entire 24-page comic, from start to finish, from
the characters to the story line, to the actual
roughed-out artwork.

SUSTENANCE

The event was attended by nearly 300 students,

as well as amateur and professional artists, all
brought together by their shared love of doodling,
drawing and creating comic art, as well as their
desire to drink an incredible 900 cans of iced
mochas and cappuccinos (courtesy of Boncafe) and
demolish several thousand delicious Corn Cheese
Flavour Senbei, courtesy of Want Want.

THE RECAP

October 1st - 2nd was a big day for
the local comic and animation scene,
with the fourth annval edition of
the 24-Hour Comic Challenge, held at
LASALLE College of the Arts.

THe ResuLrs T

There were no judges, prizes or grades given,as
the 24-Hour Challenge is purely for the love of the |
game, or possible just a masochistic thing, given

that it was 24 hours of non-stop, Redbull-fueled
(circa 4am) drawing. Students also pitched to

design our Weird Issue cover - here are some of

our shortlisted artists!

Jessica Nathania

If you missed this year's Thanks to our sponsors:
event, you can catch it again
next October at LASALLE.
Stay tuned via:
f Animationl ASALLE WANT~WANT.,

BONCAFE
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WEIRD SLEEPS

Same of Jaiwans best overnight optdons
inelude Ita quirky love hotels mnd
peouliar boutigue digs The only
guestion that remsinacis how mugl
wedrdness you want to indulge int

Taiwan's beautiful landscape, wondrous
foods, and lovely people are pretty
famous the we over. But hidden
amongst all this beauty is another side of
that few see, d others hunt
tor. Enter
strange museun
zarre foods — meet Talwan's

For sewething saucy, theres |\
Piece of Sayke. whlch Ay poiind
like & suphemigm, but is actuslly
the nase of A gtallin Sndlin
Hight Marzet Thay sell
everything from phallic eclairs,
to Tull-en sausage oticks, fo
sorbet "eocksiglies” in a variety
of Tlavours inclurding lemon nd
chocolate-dipped, The st=1l Is
operl nightly-Trom 2-11p, and
very eaay to spot, due to the
anickering, instagraming queus,

CARTON KING

Zverything in the restaursmd
fexcept for the Tood! ig nade of
cardboard 'he pletes and cups;
chrirs tAbles fAux wAlls and
lightdng fixtures are 211 made
of corrggatad carbosrd, plus
their bento boxes come with
straps, A can be re-purpdsed
into plepy bEnks when youre
finigred eating. They also sell
tons-of toye and honsewares
made of caribodrd and have
ranches all over Talwan

BELIEVE IT OR NOT
MUSEUM

wednd thvingn Tdve in the Seliewe Mo
ot Durlesity Hiseum 4 Bapnsaill Widie
therens the ununl Terooutied Tish sidnt
i b Eype stufT, (hoy Alao hatve an
axtenstye colleation of ahom EhtdlZativge
erotics including Sorsifyine chastity
birlts mnd & 'spunalismirs collsstion of

T yourn & larenrs foles lover,
thet eheok oith the guirfy Shilly
inters Culhural Creotdve Husatn’
i (isasi - 1t Mok oo mmica
el 2y AL Le a sfoveises &f a1l
the wolrd snd wonderful
foedstuls you ean sl elilll =,
Foot fotably, fee clexin - Lhare:
sire fglanty of el Ti-dnfused

phalili

golats to try, altiough dex't

exioct Lo Blow your pead off
Ut dteme anfu:!n- a1 array of
ehdl1d paates craekors mid
ghificks thst za to f Siery Jovel
Therep f2es purples fool

GLASS SLIPPER CHURCH

Standing tall againet the Flat terrain
the Hue-glass High-Heel Yediding Chuikch
in cidayl was boilt apa wedding ohapel
and tourist attractlon in a bd ©o

HOUTONG CAT VILLAGE

Houtong in 1ike catnip to eat lovers -
upen arsival st the train statiog,
1ts not dAlfflsuit To spot sats just
cHillaxing everyWiere, Holttohps oot
populiation exploded after residents
ARbandons] the town In the M= dus to
the aliosurs of the ceal mine Today,
thidg ex-coal gapital is g capital of
oals - you can foo cat slgnages kitvy
boxes, and plenty of shops selling
gal paravhernalia

TTANLTAO MOON WORLD Lf .

\& 115 nAne sigpest Wanliae - 50 hour
Trom Kaofisiung - 168 gatural landecaps
that Hterally Jooxs Iike & mopnscape (o
- tic, e=lty sour plumsl The area
gts boardwalks létting you elimb

these undque 71ills and have 5 brda eve
view gver the dramatic mophscape, which
i3
visit in the evendng, the perk's
ialvi-colotur Iights oot An interesting
hue onta the hills

attract—. Wwomeh Apparentiy it wae
concosterd because "every girl imagines
hiow they will Iook Iike witen theiy becomo
the-bride” and was bizsrrely inapired by
A Qi:ﬁ in the I%0s who conldn’T walk down
kre-aigle becauss bobh Jwr leps HAd to i

what do you do with & tuneh of
amplitatod.

dizused warehouses? AC Fler 2
i1 Haohsiung, youl turn 4t inte
A ereqative oprce Tor artists, of
L youll find painfully

hipscer chfes and shops seliing
trinkets: you don't meed, sitting
Elde by side with sone triily
bissarte works of srt 1ike'a
goulpture of ‘A red domdn dog Witk
A hupge peniz & Ming-ers official
carrying a broometici and &
-gtorey tall Bumblebes
iTransformerl. ¥ou cAn &=lono ride
Around on & uind train sdults
geair to love Ith or pesk into the
ANy Workshops on site

ke i
- jes deap Into ‘alwans centra]
mountaing and youdl find thin
pepular attraction, which isa
bloarre comjbdnation of Talwanese
anoriginal village Hotted With
tratildonal houses and contume:|
Yillapeos? red theee park complete
with amusoment rides (From U070 bo
Ceribbenn themes! cable carg
ovorlooking Sun Moon LTake, and.-a

Faronue-atyled #its Falace-compiete
with A Rurapean garden.

Continting witd & peological theme
talilin dn the far north has &
different type of rocy fomation,
Hituated along & beautifil cosast;
the arange-liled rocks seef to rise
1ike clsy soldiers from the

groundd. You might want to queus
for = photd opp with the Sucen’s
iesfl - 3 Tormstion that resembhles
Hefertiti's side profite (I you loak
aArd epoughl The area iz also
dotted with plenty of interesiing
foasils, a6 well a5 noles in roocks
thiat will protabiy bother f6Iks
with trypopiwiis S e e 3 | 0

www.taiwan.net.tw
FIND TAIWAN TOURISM ON FB

Lcli\Welll
THE HEART OF ASIA

WAL RRIEE
TAIWAN TOURISM BUREAU 5G OFFICE
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GOAL: CAD$11.784
PLEDGES: CADS85662
BACKERS: 2177

Weirdest

KICKSTARTER
PROJECTS =
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Annoying
TEDDY

GOAL: US$7.500
PLEDGES: US%$7.877
BACKERS: 326

It’s the gift that keeps on giving '
- until you want to pull its head
off. Described as a "Diabeolical
Annoying Teddy Bear That
Sings Non-5top for Hours Until Destroyed”, the product was
based on a practical joke dreamed up by a 8 year-old girl and
her father, With no way to stop "Happy Birthday”, a Christmas
or New Year song, some backers have testified it was so
annoying the receivers actually smashed the bears less than
one hour after they began singing. The project easily cleared
its fundraising goal just three days after its launch.
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\-'_u Few things alert drivers to nighttime cyclists
like illuminated testicles. Especially when
they're swinging. Thankfully these aren't real. but made of an
LED light embedded in suggestively-shaped silicon. These
bottom-heavy bike lights dangle under the seat and sway as
you pedal, garnering even more attention (and safety?) for
riders. Its operation is straightforward: gently squeeze the balls
to turn it on, switch light modes, or turn it off again, Candidly
described as "so utterly awful, it becomes genius”, its designers
are moving boldly orwward - with limited edition scented
silicon gonads in either cherry, banana or blueberry flavours.

N ]

NoPhone ZERO

GOAL: US$500
PLEDGES: US$1239 '
BACKERS: 130 Indestructablel

A stylish placebo for the phone-obsessed - don't deny it - this elegant
plastic rectangle promises to sharpen your human- to-human
interactions by replacing your smartphone and then doing
absolutely nothing. A brilliant joke about society's dependence
on the latest smartphone. the NoPhone Zero forces you to engage
with real life through revolutionany new features fike no camera (1
can now eat food without taking photos of it. Thanks NoPhone!')
infinite battery life , and all the durability of a block of plastic (water
resistant to the extent that it floats/can be washed ). If you're like
the rest of the world and can't wait for newwer versions, the No
Phone air- lightest phone in the world - is in ‘production’,

Cansgms. | Bussg 40 | O

Twio exciting developments from Kickstarter: a
brick-and meortar outlet has opened locally (like what
you see? Test it then buy it). Also Singaporean creators
can now campaign online for monetary backing from
the rest of the world. Apart from financing more
seriously cool tech. the linking of Singapore to
Kickstarter also likely means more avenues for local
entrepreneurs to tap into a global sense of fun which
thrives in that unconventional marketplace.

Here are some of the most brilliant (and kooky)
doodads - international and local - that have secured
Kickstarter funds recently. with more sure to come.

%ﬂgeﬁ CUBE

GOAL: US%$15.000

PLEDGES: more than US$55
million

BACKERS: more than
133,000

Leg shakers, pen tappers and nail
chewers - the golden age of
fidgeting is here. This little
desktop toy combines options to
¢lick. press, push, spin and rub in a single handy cube. Each face
has a different thing to fiddle with: buttons to press, a switch to
flip or a joystick to swivel around. The cube was even designed
with audible and silent functions to allow fidgeting in every social
situation. And it's actually backed by science: studies suggest
fidgeting captures floating attention™ and improves
concentration, making this the swiss army knife of ADHD. It also
comes in a minbow of designer palettes like Midnight, Aqua, and
Sunset for people to fidget "in style”.

T

€xf€ocﬂ;«g KITTENS

GCOA $10.000
PLEDGES: US$878257
BACKERS: 219382

Fueled by the internet's love/hate relationship with cats, this
“highly strategic kitty-powered version of Russian Roulette”
was such a crowd-pleaser it received 100% of its goal in pledges
after eight minutes of going enline. It is now one of the most
backed projects on Kickstarter. In it. players have to avoid
drawing an exploding kitten card (if they do they "explode” and
are disqualified ), Various silly tactic cards are available, such as
the Portable Cheetah Butt
(skipping a turn) or the
Thousand- Year Back Hair
{forcing another player to draw),
The game was so popular, the
creators developed a standalone
NSPW deck with cards “too
horrifying” for kids, What's still on
the horizon? An imploding
Kittens Expansion Deck.

EXPLONING KITTENS

A LERD GAME

What do these, and other strange Kickstarter
products teach us? In the age of crowdfunding.
people are able to anonymously support ideas that
would have never made it past a boardroom
meeting in the old days, making the marketplace
more diverse, creative and obviously, way more
amusing.

“I never expected Okinawa to be
like this. It is at the same time
similar and very, very different
from mainland Japan in many
ways. The food i§ different,
the words are different,
and thus the way of life

is also very different.”
Sean, USA

i
apivng local!

The best part of the trip was a traditional
homestay in Yomitan Village. Students were

splitinto different houses, each with a different
family. Speaking Japanese is a bonus but not
mandatory.

“Loved the homestay

and the variety
of activities
experienced by
sveryone in the
group.”
Nia, USA

Situated along the coast, Yomitan
is mainly an agricultural and
crafts village, making it a great
place to interact with the
locals who've lived here
most of their lives. For
culture vultures, there's
no comparison: you get
to sleep in a traditional
house (tatami floors!),
experience how locals
live, and of course, eat home-cooked food.

The best part about a
homestay in Yomitan is
thatall of us got to try
our hands at Okinawan
folk song and dance,
traditionally performed
with a sanshin, Okina-
wa's ubiquitous stringed
instrument.

Get ready to loosen your belts, because the Okinawans
take their food very seriously, but don't worry - the
food is organic and fresh (remember that Okinawans
live the longest in the world).

Each host s different, so they have different stories

to tell - they're open to discussions ranging from

politics to food and tradition, so expect
conversations to stretch into the night (as
was the case with some of us!).

“This was
eye-opening for mel
It really Ulustrates

Okinawa's relationship
with the USA and
how that's affected

the Okinawan people.”

Adlin, Singapore

the awmericow presewce

One of the most important aspects of Okinawa - compared to the rest
of Japan - is its relationship with the USA. The fact that there are 23

We got to see an airbase from the Kadena Road Station which
overlooks the runway of the US Kadena Air Force Base, the largest in
Okinawa. The strong American influence can also be seen at
Mihama Village, which resembles an outdoor mall in the US
- it's a very different shopping experience to Kokusai Dori, the
main strip in Naha which features more traditional Okinawan
gifts.

To understand the history behind the US military
presence, we visited the Okinawa Peace
Memorial Park - site of the worst battle
during WWII where over 200,000 people

were killed. At the Okinawa Peace Memorial
Museum, we all got a sobering view of the
entire war from start to finish.

OKIAWA:
ow educational exyperiewce

Geographically closer to Southeast Asia than the rest of mainland Japan, Okinawa may be
Japanese, but its personality couldn't be more different than what most of us consider “Japan”. For
starters, there's no rush hour madness - only the soothing sounds of ha iya sasa (local folk music)
everywhere you go; its skyline isn't chock full of skyscrapers - instead, most buildings have cute
figurines of Shisa (lion dogs similar to those in Chinese mythology) perched on rooftops.

In fact, with its eclectic mix of history, sun-kissed beaches and an unbridled sense of individuality,
even Japanese from the mainland come to Okinawa to get away from Japan. So, in order to discover
what makes Okinawa special, a group of students from Yale-NUS in Singapore visited this sunny
Japanese island with JTB's educational trip last month.

Check out the feast: Goya Chanpuru (stir-fry
bittergourd), Rafute (pork belly stewed in soy
sauce and brown sugar) and Tofuyo (preserved
tofu). We're drinking awamori (distilled rice
wine) and Orion (Okinawa's local beer).

American military bases in Okinawa was an eye-opener for many of us.

“Being able to teach a class is
very Special, an untouristy event
1 appreciated on this trip.”
Rui Feng, China

high achool
takeover

An important part of this educational trip was the
visit to a local high school - the Naha Kokusai High

School - where each of us had to present to a class- A
room of students. We really enjoyed getting to il
know these students, and it's a special experience J
that you can't get with any other tour group. = 4

castles, caves, ca\oes
ownd cetaceans

Some of our favourite sites in Okinawa:

“It was really
interesting to
see Okinawan,
Japanese, Chinese
and even Korean
traditions through
Shuri Castle.”
Prigcilla, Singapore

At Okinawa World, we were awed by the huge
otherworldly Gyokusendo Cave, and enjoyed the cultural
village - we tried our hands at traditional

crafts like weaving and taiko drumming. “Definitely worth

checking out.”

Churaumi Aquarium is famous for its David, Canada
massive Kuroshio Tank which houses giant

whale sharks and manta rays.

Shuri Castle is perched
atop a hill overlooking
Naha; the vermilion roof
and its iconic Shurei-
mon gate are unlike
any castle feature in
mainland Japan.

We also made an
Instagram stop at Cape Manzamo, a
scenic rock formation set against the
crashing waves.

“T really liked the
diversity of places and
experiences that we
got out of Okinawa.”
Jin Rong, Singapore

JTB is Japan’s leading inbound travel agency, specialising
in experiential educational trips to unique Japanese
destinations. To find out more about tailor-made immersion
programmes, please contact sales.sg@jtbap.com.
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Ah, the loveable leotard — spandex that hides everything and nothing at the same
time. What would we do without that invention? It seems that the world has
revamped the idea of spandex for activities other than hot yoga and zumba.

s, |

NINA GAN

-

IF you've heard anything about
the welrd refigion known as

Every member who advances far enough s taught

their past traumas that continue to affect us today.

d it nothy do with ¢ :
An s got notiung to with sports Scientology, you probably know about the galactic overlord Xenu who took billions of
Frowe bidoini ' ? It has a lot to do with aliens, frozen aliens from overpopulated planets and transported
15 baickirint / JA& m money and Tem Cruise. them to Earth {or Teegeeack™, as they call it) where he defrosted them In volcanoes. The
I souls (or thetans) of these allens then went on to possess humans, carrying with them

But te truly appreciate the

Another strange piece of beach fashion s the facekini - deep weirdness from the point

basically a spandex balaclava, It's not dissimilar to wearing a

The catch is, you have to pay to play te learn all this — because Scientology works like high

- - stocking on your head with holes cut out for your eyes, nose of view of ‘wogs’ (a proper stakes-Candy Crush — so you work your way up through courses (US$25) and “auditing”
and mouth. And it's got nothing to de with Mexican Sclentology term for 'muggles’), sessions (US$800) until you're at Operating Thetan Ill, Then you'll be deemed worthy of
el iaselbe e e G It Is best to start From th recelving the classified backstory about the early days of Earth (you'll also be

- ® et ik b ¢ WVREE BOLUNALE TN RO = hundreds of thousands of dollars poorer). One might well wonder at this point why
. e . : . . position of an Initiate. Scientologists don't roll their eyes and demand their money back Could be
Strangely, the facekini is popular in China — particular in . because they've been "audited”
: the beachside town of Qingdas — where aunties fock to the & =
Burga Bilied beach completely covered from the sun, which happens to be "._ = —

their mortal enémy. Nobody told thew about sunscreen, o el ey
f:-m:f_;_::—s. #3?; n?:ihertgmnl going to the fbﬁcn when .:tz;e: sun is STEF 2 AUIPITING - t - ( STEP 4 RETURNING TO EARTH-
ess fierce, theyd rather be seen (or not be seen. in this case) NO TAXES INVOWVED TNCARNATION Ak
" L h . g

Spandex is the material of ehoice for swirawear, from
Clywmpic-level gear to the everyday bikini. However, teeny
ting bikinis aren't wiversally accepted by many Muslim
women as they show off too much skin, so fashion designer
Aheda Zanett came up with a solution: the burkini (a
combe of burga and bikin). Clothing for Muslim women
should cover their haiv and general body shape, so already
the buriini has defigd the main charaeteristic of spandex
iy outfits — it's !ocse—l"r't‘tr'ng. It's spooked out the French so

going to the beach in the day. To take complete advantage of , —
the ?ﬂcekml’. these aunties may wear body suits, long sleeves, y & ———
m . Loy |
1 T 4 -

qogales, visors or even umbrellas... but an even wore
tervifying combo is one worn with a regular swimsuit,
Fashion police would have a field day. Children would cry.

"Auditing”, Scientology's
version of spiritual cleansing,
gets members to "remember” their past lives, the farther back
the better. Back to a long, long time ago, in a galaxy far, far
away. So far back that they "remember” belng actual aliens
(because Scientologists believe that souls have lived on other
planets prior to Earth) doing things like running a prisen
waorld, destroying planets, or flying a spaceship.

According to auntie logic, you can simply whip off your
facekini after a day at the beach to reveal that wou are
actually Snow White and not the Evil Witch,

i | wuch that burkinis are banned at their beaches, but over This gotsy ovv At this point, even Star Wars may feel like a documentary to
LA ih Awstralia, gou can see burkiniz being worn by the surf y'au,_a_nd you might believe the Xenu alien genocide. The
d FESELE. auditing recalls "Recovered Memeory Therapy” which can create
a5 . in pmpFe}faJsa memories (we can call it 'Space Opera
" fii e : s ! Fantasy'). By this point, people are already getting too craz
y Tocay, wost wearers of the burkini arent Muslim womerg Tk dsap t;qul't:.fl P pecp ¥ g 2] ¥ In Sciantology, when you dia, you become an alien, presumably

1! | people sivaply wear thew to protect their bodies from the
1/ sun (like Nigella Lawson) or from the starves. Even Marrks &
el Spencer retails it. Adwat it - gou can imaging that most
i aunties would rather wear a burkinf than a bikind, right?

floating aimlessly In space. But when the time comes for you
to return to earth, the Church of Scientology have engraved a
large symbol (2 diamonds with Z circles) in New Mexico that
can be seen from outer space. It's basically a signpost for
reincarnated Sclentologists who will return from outer space.
Or a sign for aliens to "Attack Here", perhaps?

[

Although facekinis are a bit strange, it may not be stranger than the idea of wearing an entire

body suit made of spandex — including covering all of your face from head to toe. lronically, this
"fashion’ has nothing to do with the beach.

If you want to leave the Church at this point, you may
encounter resistance: you might be sent to do menial
labour to reconsider your decision, or they might use
your “auditing” info for reasons unknewn (Facebook, 4
is that you? ), or send you a "freeloader Fill" of
up to USHI00,000 far services rendered by the
Church,

Called "zental — or full-bodied tights — this one-piece outfit is wholly made of spandex, but unlike
the burkini, these are figure-hugging so they hide absolutely nothing. Wearers oiten look like
strange walking mannequins. Some wearers feel iberated by the anonymity — “people can't see us
and it’s difficult to see them™ — so they would wear them and pretend to be someone different
(Spiderwan was probably the first zental wearer).

Suppose you then accept your origins, and want bring
enlightenment to the world, You can join the elite Sea Org,
Scientology's clergy.

FPerks include travelling the world on the cruise ship, the MV
Freewinds, where you sign a billion-year contract L Ron Hubbard (the founder of Scientology) was a prolific scifi

(Scientologists believe in reincarnation), work long hours for wr
. Wy tar wh alisad in i a long way &
low pay, and are encouraged not to have children. P WD STMNISEGY. 5 S Sparina. DING GONs ey

Others consider themselves fetishists. Then there are zental ninjas, zentai
Pokemon, and of course, zental art. In Singapore, you may have seen
one of these zental art performarices, where a bunch of folks in

vy . . - . . laln the aple welrdness of the religion. A sample of hls craziness
skin -tight surts walk around town to jaw -dropping starves frow aunties el
A .f,; iy i d Fring Members also have access to Gilman Hot Springs, their Gold Is the sci-fl novel Battlefleld Earth, which fellow Sclentologlst John
Base in California which even has a film studis. This paradise Travolta translated Inte a huge flop of a film In 2000 - reviewed as
There's even a Japanese phrase, “elegance of silence, which means the is so great, no member is allowed to leave or have access to "8 cross between Star Wars and the smell of ass” by Jon Stewart

the outside world. on The Dally Show.

wiore you hide, the wmore attractive you are. Too bad you'd be fined if
you wore that in France.
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With the rise of insanely viral (get it) television series like
“The Walking Dead” and films like “Train to Busan® breaking
box office records, there's no doubt that the appeal of the
undead is truly widespread. The concept of a zombie
apocalypse (where the world experiences a
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breakdown from a global zombie infestation) 5 4 4

is a recurring theme in popular culture. » g % 4 st 4/,3
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Possible causes of this apocalypse are attributed & ;’ é % g 2

to viruses and mental diseases, causing a pandemic % z “ “
A 2;;/.4-'/1 ) ':"//ffz/f = il

and chaos in society — an effect that can be mirrored
in real life when society as a whole has a mental breakdown.

Take for example the emergence of smartphone zombies in
real life, thanks to the prevalence of smartphone technology
(think Pokemon Go). These distracted walkers cluster along
the sidewalks, oblivious to their surroundings except for the
latest buzz on their smartphones. But what makes zombies
such a popular genre?

¢ SAPARMURAT
NIYAZOV

President of Turkmenistan

' A > i . 7 Few dictators can top the man who named himself
BLT 0n s0AkD To sy Alae ‘J*RE ZQ MB !’"S G?ﬁ }Pess ’IELE = Turkmenbashi (meaning "Leader of All Ebhnic Turkmen™).,
. ¢ The concept of thf_- dead coming back to life might .y Declaring himself president €or life, Nivazov named
sound absurd at first, but there have been plenty of i I Fandmurhs streets and other public bodies aCter
medical misdiagnosis involving brain dead patients - 1 himsel€, and in some occasions, alfter his

coming back to life. In 2012, a 95-year old Chinese o
woman waoke upﬁdays after she was plafedina . e ~, /‘ Pavourite horse. He also renamed the month

coffin and bizarrely awoke because she was feeling 5 :
hungry (which sounds zombie-ish already). atter his mother. His face was also legally

Apparently, she suffered from an artificial death s = - required to appear on every clock and
where her body remained warm but she had no r ) R watch in the country, and he made every
breath. Similarly, the invention of cryonics also ‘g civil servant in the countiry read his rambling

increases the likelihood of brain dead individuals to : mermoirs — though reportedly an iliterate
be revived into healthy living bodies in the future. " - himself - as a prerequisite for a iob

LIFE-28-004TH SurmmL g

TRAIN

Medical experts have also speculated that airborne
viruses like influenza (which spread quickly) could turn humans
into a zombie-like state, complete with flesh-eating traits.

of April as well as the actual word for "bread”

History is filled with leaders who

have shaped the world we live in -
some for better, and some for
worse. Many have been focused,
Forward-thinking role models.
However, there are exceptions.
From narcissism and ridiculous
wardrobes to eating their enemies,
these leaders can officially be
classified as "bonkers™. [
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. ID1 AMIN
President of Uganda

' Uganda’s dictator (1971-79) was dmost certainky mentally
unstable - which explaing a lot about him. Reports claim he
" fed his enemies to crocodiles, and even ate people himsell.

He declared himzalf King of Scofland as well as Conqueror
of the British Empire (despite having no relation to
either). He forced white residents to carry him on a
throne and then kneel before him so that they could
racite an cath of loyalty.
Asians were also banned
£rom Uganda after a girl
£rom an important Asian
Eamily refused to marry
him = in his defence,
3 reJection is pretty hard
to deal with,

Besides viruses, there are mental disorders like Cotard's
— " F Syndrome, or ‘Walking Corpse Syndrome’, that causes the
Pﬁpui &p CU# TURF individual to believe that they are dead or have lost their blood
e Gt — - and other internal organs. Some die from starvation because r ’ ; ! -
Here are some reasons for the great zombie appeal. Given how they don't feel the need to eat; such distorted perceptions of . P .
we live in very uncertain times plastered with global reality stem from a malfunction in the brain. il . : h & “?‘; ‘
catastrophic events, popular culture gives us the space to u = r
escape from our realities. Zombies are frightening because they Even though the idea of the walking dead might seem fictional ' - aa'ﬂxﬁk *3 | ﬂ ""‘" ull
represent the worst of us, yet fascinating because they embody initially, it has a root in human neurological problems. Their (q" ' A
our greatest fears — today’s zombies represent our fear of unstable gait, difficult speech and insatiable appetite for human M U A M MA R h‘! 4
Lol
-
GADDAFI ¢!

illnesses, uncontrolled technology and the breakdown of modern flesh have prompted neuroscientists Timothy Verstynen and

civil society. Bradley Voytek, to propose that they are
suffering from "Consciousness Deficit

TS 5 4

So should you fear 2 zombie apocalypse? Scientifically, no. As Hypoactivity Disorder’. Neurological problems » »
zombies perpetually disintegrate, their eyes and ears would fall ek rooted in the cerebellum (part of the brain Dictator of le}'ﬂ P‘,
cut and their sense of smell would be overwhelmed by their that controls muscles) can cause walking N
decaying flesh. Furthermore, the undead lack any metabelic ' difficulties; a damaged frontal lobe could Dubbed the “Mad Dog of the Middle East™, Gaddafi o &
capabilities to digest the flesh they have consumed. As a ¢ Lo cause a lack of situational awareness " was known for his outlandish fashion sense, and
result the undigested foods will ferment, forming gases A an overexcited amygdala could be the o would pit:ch hiz Bedouin tent in the middle of fancy L ‘
causing the zombie's stomach to explode. W ' cause of anger; and a problem with < % hotel lobbies, refusing to stay in rooms. He also .ﬁ

’ the hypothalamus affects one's ‘-'} banned all Italians From Libya and then hired 200 rﬁ

appetite.

k]

atLV¥o

[talian women to convert to Islam, and
decreed that all hiz bodyguards had to
be Pemale virgins. He then arrested Swiss §
nationals and expelled Swiss diplomats

after his son, Hannibal, was arrested by
Geneva police For assaulting a hotel maid. |
Rumoured to be one of the worlds richest
men, he ironically died in a sewer while

Coupled with today's erratic weather conditions, the

heat would speed up the decomposition of rotting

flesh by providing breeding grounds for insects and
bacteria to devour zombies from the inside out.

Even cold temperatures would also make their 2 . :
skeletal systems moare fragile While zombies, for the moment, are embedded in the realm

and prone to collapse. 1 - af popular culture, the reason for their appeal ifes in the
fact that a zombie apocalypse — whether we all turn into
mindless zombies, or are simply running from societal running or his lite in 2011.
collapse - strikes us as a very real threat, It's a threat that

"3 L we can envision thanks to the prevalence of our favourite Y."II’
ampas T Tome 1 1 mavies or TV programmes.
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KIM JONG-II &
KIM JONG-UN

Supreme Leaders of
North Korea

While individually crazy, North Korea's father-con supreme leaders T {
have earned themselves the tag team title for being bonkers. The |

late Kim Song-ll told his people that he invented the hamburger and !

was the greatest golfer in the history - reportedly averaging four |
or Five hole-in-ones per game — ati least according to anyone

carrying his score card (they risked execution etherwisel. According ‘
to legend, his birth was marked by the appearance of a double | :
rainbow and he reportedly never pooped, ever — which could explain |

why he was so full of s¥et, ﬂ{

His son Kim Jong-Un's achievements include being a 4-star general ‘ :
despite never having enfisted, being a master race car driver by ‘
the age of 3 {as reported by North Korean medial, and continuing |
the family business of running labour camps Cor anyone who
guestions his driving prowess, his haircut, or his penchant for
executing officials with anti-aircraft guns. Craziest of all,
he also has nukes ati his fingertips.

e

“With great power comes great
responsibility ™ or — in these cases
apparently — incredible lunacy.

il
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Over the years there have been - SHORT BREAK: MALAYSIA #TigerairTakesYouThere
many unsolved mysteries. These )
enigmas have left us with
thousands of theories trying to
explain the unexplainable. From
a missing plane to strange
disappearances, here are some of iy
the weirdest mysteries that are ; : -
yet to be decoded. o
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LEFT-HANDED PEOPLE

The 13th of August,
or International
Left-Handers Day, isa
special day for left-
handed individuals.,
Comprising of a meagre
ten percent of the world's
population, they sure are a
rare find. Such rarity is often
regarded as unigue and
sometimes weird. With its fair
share of strange and guirky
facts, being a southpaw is
cartainly no exception to that
sentiment.

Association with the Devil
and everything negative

Derived from the Anglo-Saxon word Iyft, which means ‘weak’, the
word ‘left” has always been depicted in a less-than-stellar light. For
example, left-handedness was seen as a sign aof the Devil in the
medieval times dua to tha common bellef that the ruler of all
demons was left-handed; it was also the hand that was used to harm
or curse ancther parson; according to witcheraft texts,

Being left-handed has also been stigmatised as being inferior, mad
(in the worst sense) and crime-related. For instance, a majority of
pedophiles are coincidentally left-handed, as are famous outlaws,
like Albert Henry DeSalvo (The Boston Strangler), Charles Manson,
and Osama Bin Laden,

Many claim that left handers may die as early as nine years before
right handers - could be because the world isn't laid out for lefties,
since they're five times more likely to die from accidents than
right-handers. While some of these facts have been proven to be
right {get it?), most are just mera superstitions that should be taken
witha pinch of salt,

When it comes fo sports,
left- handers have the
upper hand

What do tennis ace Rafael Nadal, badmintan legend Lin Dan, and
boxing star Manny Pacquiao have in commen? They're all lefties - a
terror to their opponents, serving up a storm from their left sides, or
defivering a nasty left hook in the ring.

The competitive edge that comes with left-handedness is especially
true for one-on-one sports, as left-handed athletes have a lot mare
practice against right-handers than vice-versa. They can easily
adapt to their fellow southpaw adversaries as well, thus putting tham
ata greater advantage. Guess that's cne-love to the lefties!

Crmpus | [ssug A4 | 14

Avaflﬁbfﬁt}f of
scholarships for being
left-handed

Each scholarship comes with a tallored set of requirements, but to be
awarded cne basaed on handedness? No kidding, some institutions in
the United 5States actually have scholarships specially reserved for
left-handed studants, thowgh they're still required tomeet tha other
prerequisites before applying.

One such example would be the $1,000 Cappex Easy Money College
Scholarship, which grants a $1.000 (as the name suggesis)
scholarship every manth to successful left-handed applicants

. Leﬁ-handed mndm
booze lover

The next time you're at a cocktall party, you may want 1o keep a
closer eye on your left-handed buddies. As it turns out, many
studias have shown that lefties do tend to drink more frequently
than right-handers.

What abeout the myth that left-handers face a higher chance of
becoming alcoholics? Busted! According to a study in the British
Journal of Health Psychology based on 25000 peopla from 12
countries, there I no evidence that handedness predicts risky
drinking.

The moody leftie

It's common knowledge that left-handers are
spacey, artsy, and angsty. Lefties tend to be prona
to negative emotions due to brain laterality (some lefties don't have
a dominant side of the brain), hence they can be mare sensitive and
have an increased risk for ADHD or mood disorders such as
schizophrenia - which may lead to psychosis.

In their defense, left handers are better at divergent thinking.
Despite being emotional rollercoasters, many left handers are also
known to be particularky creative, including Leonardo Da Vincl, The
Beatles’ Paul McCartney, and guitar legend Jimi Hendrix.

For those of you who don't know
me, my name iz Phus Beng,
surname Gan. I had a regular
spot in Campus, but because of
all the new commitments, boh
eng liao. But I'm back now.

Pwah lau eh, bsen 3 long time since Belig here
got time to write to all of you.. these days ah,
life really don't give chance I tell you-
Between hustling at the 2nd hand car dealer
and re-selling smartphones. life decided to
throw me another challenpge Now Beng here ah,
got new girlfriend.but you know la, all woman
ah, sure give a bit of headache. Her name is Ch
So-lian. Saying the name only make me steam.

Funny thing that made me want to write this,
had a fight with So-lian the other day and she
shouted at me: "BENS You damn man-child sial!
Wah! I don't knew what it means but it got me
really hot! After some 25 minutes of research
while clearing my head and at the same time my
bowels, I self-proclaim myself

the man-child expert.
ﬁfafaf =l
! -

SIMI MAN-CHILD?

i.an «child, easy say i=s immature man, But ah, if
it's like that every ¢ne of us is a man-child
1a. Don't pretend and think you are not. in
thie last h8 hours, confirm you did something
that ean label you, a man-child Come, give you
some details:

ﬁLst PLAY GAMES

Super love your PS4, Xbox? I

mean, forgo shagging to

/ complete the boss Tight of

| best lncharted & love? Man-child
il ! lizo, Then char bor whack you

on the phone until your foot in mouth because

you always play games. cannot argue back and

best course of action. IANG P

Man-child liao.

7

When your char bor super smart
at arguing, and you anyhow do
| it just because the after
guarrel jiggy jig is shick
Swee la. Geel—Man-child liao.

&.| CANNOT COMMIT

You also got some commitment phobia and while
you like your current char bor, yolt are super
scared to dive deeper in? Ckok this one give
you exXamples:
A Don't really like to intrg her to your tros?
b. Dde also don't want to meet lier parents yet.
c. When you go out with your friends. you
always feel more shiok without your char
bor around?
Man-child lisp.
and eashes
all oy alfethas?!

5.|AT HOM

Mummy still bu;, Jmlr deh-kor
or wash your deh-kor for you?
e also don't want to wash
dizshes at home? Jia lat 1a,
this irresponsibility makes
you a.. Man-child liae.

Think you super player ah.. always like to
make your char bor feel insecure because you
get a kick or you like feeling superior? You
guessed it - Man-child liac.

)
=

Flease ah, domt tell me within the last 48 hours,
you did nﬂ'l'. do something immature that you
couldn’t explain other than your ego kenra
threatened. It is a jia lat thing to be called
but there is that 4 year old boy In all of us.
Whether when we see the new Toy We want or
when we fight with our char bor.

Beng can keep poing on and on but if you had
half 2 brain, you get The picture, Best adyvice
Beng can give is to not let your epo get In
the way and think logically.

b3 ajmf'f‘ dl’heﬂdk‘
TAHAN TAHAN i

auys displaying man-child S —
behaviour in very small 7
amounts is fine dont tahan
until it explodes and act
like Kanye Ladies, you
SAYANE your men, so give
chance oometimes. We Try-
orat least some of us do.

o] @

Knowledge is powder.
Toure welcome. \




BY VINCENT TAN

| THE LIST

-

STRANGEST COURSES

BA IN VIKING AND

OLD NORSE STUDIES

(Iniversity College london)
ire you & seafaring Wking at heart? Gain insight
into these traders, explorers and warriors through
their nistory and literature. Learn their sncient
Ianguage - ye Uld Horse - and pick up modern
Danigh, Swedish or Norwegian: in your third yoar
study inA Jeandinavian university. Horned helmets
not ineluded.

- BSC IN SURF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY A
(Cornwall College)

Receive A solid education in the science.
technology and soclal sciences related to
surfing Youwll also get to design and

build your own surfboard. organise and |
Judpe & surfing competition. bulld your ’ "'l
own fitness regimen and visit France and .
Spain to study surfer culture. Cowabunga!

DMecover the medieval world where the
rRobin llood tales flourished, at a
university actually located near
Hottingham Castle and Shorwood Forest
Modules answer questions 1ike "What was
it like to 1ive in & medieval forest?

and "Where dons Robin Hood's guerilla
Fighting fit in the broader spectium of
warfare?' No electives on archery, though.

MASTERS IN STANDUP COMEDY

(Mniversity of Kent)

Advance in your mastery of funny business

through comedy theory workshnops and

hands-on audience interaction. Budding
) comediansg also get to tiekle funny bones.on

a professional level by organising their
own shows. and joining open mike spots at
respected comedy elubs in the UK and beyond.

Study the Gothic traditicn in literature art and film
at ite birthplace - the very Gothic Strawberry Hills
House, home of the man who started it all: Horace
Walpole Learn now the penre Has changed (now with
‘fwilight broodiness! and how our identities have been
dofined by this 250-year old tradition

MASTERS IN GOTHIC: CULTURE,
SUBCULTURE, COUNTERCULTURE
(st Mary's University London)

-

- —
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When it comes to slapping down money for your
education, you're not just looking at the 34
year commitment to a subject - you're selecting
a future career with your qualification. '
However, if you're one of those who's
passionate about unconventional things and
have the confidence to go against the grain -
forget finance or medical degrees - here are
some quirky courses that you can actually
study. By taking these courses, you're
guaranteed to stand out from your peers!

PHD IN NAUTICAL
ARCHAEQLOGY
(Texas A&M University)

Uncover the secrets of shipwrecks
both In the classroom And in the
field (good news for avid divers). Classes include
learning about ancient seafaring culbures around
the world, shipwrecks, shipbuilding techniques and
- if youre really lucky - unearthing some stunken
treasure in Davy Jones Locker:

¥

This courss offers A oritical glimpoe into the
study of parancrmal mental phenomens like ESF,
or telekinesis, using the work of leading
parapsychologists And skeptics. Disclalmer: Does
not tesch you to become “psychic’, read minds (oh
dann ith, or talk to the dead (no thank youl

PHD IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY

(University of Edinburgh)

DEGREE IN HORSESHOEING
(Mesalands Community College)

Farn ¥ Degree in Farrier Science - where you get to
forge and fit horseshoes Tn addition students take
modiles in Horseshoeing Theory, attend
llorseshoeing Laboratory, and learn about Hquine
inatomy. And Mublic Spealking for some reason - to
specialice a5 A horge whisperer perhaps?

DEGREE GUNSMITHING

(Lassen Community College)

This 2-year Assoclate in Science colirse at the
aldest gunsmithing school in the U5 provides
students with hands-on instruction about the
degign, Tunction and repair of the rifle, pistol
and long gpun. A cAaveat students must own, borrow
or buy thedr own firearms for the course.

UFOLOGY DEGREE
(Institute of Metaphysical Humanistic
Science)

Are you' a believer? Have Men in Blsck beoen
knocking at your door? Turn on the X-Fllas theme
song-Tor this online course - Masters
degree or PhD - about UFC
investigations alien abductions,
and extraterrestrial presence
on earth, equipping students
with knowledge to embark on
thelr own M0 rezearch.
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A

CANON PIXMA
Ink Efficient E960
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Canon

Delighting You Always

As a student, saving money is key to becoming
an adult, and with buying your own printer,
you have more choices on what to spend on.

Use these FREE Canon templates:
10l

#.n Creative Park

TEMPLATES FOR CARDS, CRAFTS,
SCRAPBOOK ELEMENTS & MORE

§6 GETS YOU:

300 B&W
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S ASSIGNMENT
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LATTE OR...

Organise your photos with

with settings like
Calendar, Event & People
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to wirelessly
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the printer
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desktop ¢

(G Canon Creative Filfers

Use various fun filter effects like
Fisheye, Miniature, & Soft Focus

Did you know

SR Organise your photos

. and enhance them
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www.canon-asia.com/pixmatown/

Pick a template
that you like
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YOUR FAVOURITE CHILDHOOD SHOWS

- 4

o ebaob,

i there have

It's been well documented that the
Roodrunner has been kicking \ile E
Coyote's butt ever since Lhe conceplion
of the show and the countless loopy
tactics employed by the canine have
rever borne fruil. However, did you
know thal in real life, a coyote's
maximum speed can hit up to 43 mph
while a roadrunner can only clock 20
mph? \WJith these facts brought Lo light,
it can be established that \Wile E. is just
plain stupid even though he has
superiority in speed,

Fairly Odd Parents, anyone? IL's all fine
and dandy Lill you realise the cold and
dark btruth of the show. Though many
claim this as just one of the many fan
theories, it does seem to make sense.

Timmy is just a lonely, neglected, and
ahused young kid. Timmy's parents paid
little attention to him - causing him to
conjure up bwo imaginary fairy
godparents who are always by his side,
in the form of a pair of goldfish. They
protect him from Vicky the abusive
babysitter and Mr. Crocker the teacher
who makes continuous sexual advances
towards Timmy and Lries Lo steal his
fairy godparents — who are just a
metaphoric representation of his joy
and hope. :

Fairfy Odd Forents
O Mick#lodeon

Crmpas | lssue A3 [ 1S

hh, we're all suckers for our
favourite cartoons from back in
the day aren't we? Good OF
Doo and

in our memories. While we

e

L

Roadruner
& wlarrer Ercs.

Here's ancther fan theory thal might
reshape your perception of Toy Story,
and in fact of most Disney classics. For
Lhe entirety of the film, the Focus has
been on the struggles of the 2 heroes
and how overcome them together in
the end. However, a fan discovered
something about Andy - the ouner of
the toys. Evidence suggests that Andy at
the Lime wias Fatherless. His mum never
wears a wedding ring, and the dad has
never once appeared in Lhe movie, not
even in family photos.

\What's weirder is that a lok of Dis
stories are of kids who are crphaned or
have single parents. The evidence?
Aladdin is an orphan, Snow ‘White has no
parents (only one stepmom),
both the girls in Frozen became
arphans, Simba lost his dad in
Lion King, and Mulan has no
mother.

P54

@ pongehob, Scooby
euen ‘wile E. Coyote and his never ending chase of i'us nemesis

the Roadrunner are held fondly |
b enjoyed laughs and fun times with these iconic characters, / \
subtle references that might just shake our i
childhood memories up. Let’s take a lock at a f'ew of these.

TATTON: Your childhood memories are in danger of being
wrecked. You have been warned

AN

%. 9 wf
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Power Rangers has been and will
always be one of my favourite TV
programmes as a kid. However,
speculation about the casting of the
actors For the popular first big
screen debut of the Rangers had
people scoffing. A glance at the line
up suggests that the colour of the
rangers corresponds with the colaur
of the actor i.e The Elack Ranger is
plc‘:(ed by an African American actor

the Yellow Ranger is played by an
Asian woman. What gives?

I've saved the best for lost. Or should T
say worst? The one that ruined the
weekday evenings of many children: The
Smurfs. If yvou've not seen it, Smurfs
are these cute and hilarious creatures
living in their own magical world,
constantly thwarting the efforts of the
hunchi:cmz wizard Gargamel from
stealing their magic.

Cute until you find out that the Smurfs
have supremely similar traits to the
racial extremist group, the KKK. Eoth
groups wWear Wwhite pointed hals, apart
from their leaders who wear red, Their
entire group also consists of only ONE
female. Their cheers include raising one
hand ahead of them similar in Fashion Lo
the Nazis. There are also several other
theories on the internet that suggest
the Smurfs might actually be subthy
promaoting rocial slurs.

You may now pick your jaws off the ground and re-attach them to your faces. OF
course, we may be looking way too deep and creating conspiracies out of thin air,
or are these stories actually true? You decide.

Pix e
Forgers
"'" ‘ 2016
SCG PONER
EANGIRS
LLC
\ / \

The chengguan, or urban enforcers
in China, are the least popular
public officials, well-known for their
excessive use of force. However, did
you know they have also spawned
some weird actions and reactions?

HANDLING WEIRD
CHARACTERS

Chengguan in Cuangzhou city were shown on
social media seemingly arresting a Ronald
McDonald statue at its restaurant (and no, it
wasn'l for Ioitering.) Apparently the officers
had warned the manager many times ta
keep the sidewalk clear of promations and
ads, but these kept reappearing. Finally
when the officers came to confiscate
everything, the angry manager retoried that
they might as well take the statue too, and
the chengguan decided to oblige, breaking
the clown from its base and escarting it
away.

A few months later, social media lit up'again
when the urban officials disbanded 'a group
of 100 “japanese schoolgirls” that appeared
in Lujiazui and Tanzifang. The background
behind this s less clear (most people
assumed the women were dressed in sailor
outfits 10 promote a mobile game or apph
Stll, the Images of young wamen with anime
masks being escorted away by armed officers
is a real eyebrow-raiser,

CITIZENS RETALIATE

The Chinese citizenry have also reacted in
weird ways to the rule of the chengguarn. An
angry toddler became probably the youngest
anti-chengguan revalutionary on the intemmet
when he was recorded defending his
grandma by brandishing a metal pole likea
mini-gangster and shouting at the chengguan
to leave her alone, The unusual amount of
fighting spirit in.a pin-sized package
triggered laughter both onsite, and online.

A noodle seller added fuel te the fire when
he kissed an enfarcer who was there to seize
his furniture, He had been warned te remove

% CHENGGUAN
WOES

CHINA'S CITIZEN POLICE

Text By Vincent Tan

llh:tmtinnhj Ryan o
Huhammad Igmalrulla
The Puttnam School of
Film & Animation, LASALLE
College of the Arts

them, but when chengguan came for what
remained, the man planted himself on a
table and brandished stools to keep them
awdy, leading 1o a strangely violent wersion
of musical chairs, Two waitresses from the
restaurant afso added to the confusion by

attacking enfarcers with chairs and spoons;

resulting in minor injuries. And why the
kiss? A form of sexual assault, the seller
admitted candidly, Yeesh.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Cheéngguan are aware they're making a
bad impression and have employed
various methods to win back public
support,

Strange as it may seem, chengguan are
actually being taught to start their
conversations with “Hello* and end it

with “Thank you"™. Still that might not be
enough — apparently street vendars
already have such a bad Impression, they
often run-off once they spot chengguan
coming, making the official apening,
“Stop running® instead.

Meanwhile, Shanghai enforcers are literally
beautifying their image by forming a unit of
pretty female officers under the “Beantiful
Woman Chengeuan” campaign. Apan from
having a college diploma and meeting
physical and mental requirements, female
recruits also need to have a sweel voice, be
polite and be of “beautiful youthful
appearance”. It is hoped that through their
“Hexible enforcement™ - pleasantly coaxing
street sellers to abide by laws = the unit
would achieve more than with the
tonventional methods of fines and arrests.

Perhaps the strongest sign that the
chengguan’s reputation isn't totally lost is
the popularity of a siity “chengguan dance”
video that has racked up milliens of views on
Chinese video sites. nit, 12 men dressed as
chengguan boogie (with some: skill) to
English, Kérean and Chinese pop songs, and
even do the cha cha kick at ane paint,
parnering commaents like, "Never imagined
chengquan could be this cutel™

Just as police brutality breeds violence,
chengguan weirdness
breeds even more
weirdness in China,
making us both want tg
laugh and run for
our lives.




FOR YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN TICKETS AND
PREMIUMS, CHECK OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE!

26 - 27 Nov | 2pm EiLL Llate
— Fort Cawning Park
5 Tickeks: $138 ~ $230 (2-days)

Neown Lighks

i u {'l Meoin Lights 15 an Dorner=
L LA e e — | sive and engaging

\ 2 advenbure, anc:rfnrakiug
| daince, theakre, c:mmd»a,_
. i sideshow, cabaret, wor
- — shops, literary, Llive art,
installabions, exhibitions
amd more by over 150
reowhned Local amd
inbermational arkisks, 1t
feabures the parlour of
cabaret Club Minbey and
The Hest’s Shagaporean
albermative cullure, bo
diglbal art ab Meow Hools
and all Fhings strest -
breakdancing to beatbox=
bthg = ab Easy Skreck,

PRODUCTIONS

4 = & Nov | Fpm
Dighity Kitchen (Serangoomn)
| Tickefs: $50 (§0% goes to Digniky Kitchen)

it’'s a Fakher’s Day

| This is the tale of four fathers in four different
cars, stucke U Hae Daevikable broffic jam, Each
fabher has o d.{.éfqrmk purpose, o different
spective, o different story. As each tale untolds,
we recognise ok all is wob os ik seens and as
we move bowards Bhe Daevikable end, we holk the

. prmwd-'é:?s, allowing the audichee bo nbervene

0 and dickafbe what happens nexk,
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R, =
12 Mowv | lpra = 7pm
Zouk Slhoapore
Tickekbs: $10, $2o

Sole ‘Superi.c-r

By Sneakerheads for Sneakerhends,
presembed with the perspeckive of
enbhusiosks, Sole Superior is an
ammual convenkbion Hhak |:'T[M3=
toqether the Shhgoporean aw
Infermaticnol Sheakerhend com-
waumikies i celebrabion of swealer
eulbure awnd ks abfilisbed li.-FLiEjlf_.

13 0ck - 30 Qct
Vickoria Cowcerk Hall
Ticketks: $32 - §72

Sthgapore Inkternotional
Festival of Music

| The Siugopore International Festival et h
Music (SIFOM) merqges inbernational acks

Likee the Chamber Orchestra of Europe -
) billed o2 “Fhe world’s best chamber orches= Il
bra® - and Norwegion string ensenble 181 |
with budding Singaporenn bolewks Likee wio= |
Limisk Basil D Tze Wee and planisk rll
Beabrice Lin, There are free fringe events
and Lekebed concerts, For more, visik |
wieses shfom=sg.c0nm,
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1 Hov = &4 Dec
KC Arts Centre DiSGRACED

Tickeks: $35-345 ($15 for youths 1¥-25)
Disgraced

A Monster Calls
(October 20)

Cast: Lewis MacDougall,
Feliclty Jones, Sigourney
Weaver, Liam Negson

Brought bo wou by th Slhoopore Repertor
Theakre (5RT), Dizgraced b Pulitrer
Price—wiining play b Auod Alchbar which
N explores bhe bemsion beboeon woderniby awd
Farlzln, bouching ow matbers Like Islamophobia.
Following ks Tomy-hombnated Broadeay run
b Mew Yorl, Dizgraced has gone oh to
Pecore bhe mosk staged play b the US in
201k,

Based on the award- MONSTER_
winning book, A Monster Cﬁ.LLS
Calls is the story of 12- .
year-old Conor O Maliey
{MacDougall) whe journeys
into a fantastical world of
mansters and mugi-:_.

to escape from dealing
with his sick mother L :
{Jones), his less-than- 0
sympathetic grandmother
(Weaver), and his , _
constant bullying at school in the UK. Yearning for his
father who is in-the US, he accidentally calls forth
"the Monster” — 8 40-foot colossus of a creature
voiced by Liam Neeson - and is rransported Into a
warld of fairy tales, where he finds his own strength.

R T T T A AT e T L R I

= — 21 Mov - 10 Dec
i @ @ N T @ T Esplmmd&

Tickeks: $20 - 100
M1 CONTACT C&ntemporarj

Tawnce Feskival

Thiz year marks the seventh edilion of the
Festival, feaburing residencies with arkists
From Spain/Fronce as well as emergling artists
From Jopown and Korea, T.H.E Daknce Comapaiy's
Fenrn aims ko showeaze fresh and lhnovokive
works from Hue Aslon and internatlonol con-
Eemparary dance scene, For festival Line up:
wasna the-contact.org,

b T KTFEML.

SINGAPOR
HiniE CU””ECT’"‘S‘

L?e Wen (1957~)
.anﬁtl_ég?&yﬁes)
2000. .

RAFFLES STATUE

We’re all familiar with Sir Stamford Raffles’ statue, standing eternal
watch over Empress Place. Installed in 1969 to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of his landing, it’s actually a copy of an earlier bronze statue
commemorating Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887. And for over
30 years it was a ubiquitous symbol of Singapore.

Fast forward to the year 2000, and Singaporean artist Lee Wen’s
interactive installation, a purpose-built platform allowing people to

look eye-to-eye with their mythic founder for the first time — creating
authentically impromptu art in itself, with peoples’ reactions captured
photographically by fellow artist, Ken Cheong and on film, by Australian
artist, Russell Miledge; all memorably punctuated by artist Jason Lim’s
swearing tirade in Hokkien.

SIR STAMFORD RAFFLES PORTRAIT

Sir Raffles’ portrait makes for an intriguing juxtaposition to the benevo-
lent silhouette of the statue. We are all familiar with the portrait, having
seen it in school. Interestingly, it was painted in 1817 before he founded
Singapore, so while he came
to embody British suprem-
acy here, the portrait and

its symbolism predate all
that. In fact it was painted
during a personal low-point,
on his acrimonious removal
as Governor-General of
Java (where he became

an ardent Asiaphile) and
return to London. Following
his subsequent success in
Singapore, the piece has
been re-invested with new
meaning, whereas it could
have easily fallen into obscu-
rity, had he failed to redeem

George Francis Joseph (1764-1846)
Sir Thomas Stamford Bingley Raffles

1817 himself in 1819.

They say the victors write history, and while the colonial era
wasn’t a war as such, it was a meeting and often a clashing of
cultures, and differing ideals of art. One of the most profound
ways triumphing colonial powers stamped their authority on a
people was through art and architecture; literally remoulding
the visual landscape in their own image. In an era before mass
communication, popular art was the media.

To examine the relationship between the British Empire and art,
check out National Gallery Singapore’s exhibition Artist and
Empire: (En)countering Colonial Legacies. In association
with Tate Britain, the exhibition features over 200 artworks,
ranging from the 16th century to the present day.

THE SECRET OF ENGLAND'S GREATNESS

By the 1860s, the British Empire viewed itself as the great civilising
saviour of “heathen peoples” of the African continent. And few works
capture that better than The Secret of England’s Greatness. It was
a slick piece of revisionist history: everyone in the painting, including
the room in Windsor Castle, were real — although crucially, the act of a
foreign dignitary kneeling before the bible and Queen was not.

The painting became famous in Britain for celebrating the civilising
role of monarchy
and Church in
bringing salvation
to people whom
they regarded

as ‘heathens’. In
the colonies, it
seemed an
arrogant justifica-
tion for masking
the exploitative
nature of Britain’s
empire-making
efforts.

Thomas Jones Barker (1815-1882)
1 of England’s Greatness

<&
THE REMNANTS OF AN ARMY

In her era, Lady Elizabeth Butler (1846-1933) was one of Britain’s
foremost painters of “war history”. More than mere reportage, the
aim in her most seminal work, The Remnants of an Army was

to show the inherent futility of the Empire’s colonial adventures, as
successive generations repeated the mistakes of the past, embodied by
the return of William Brydon, the lone survivor of the British Army’s
humiliating defeat in the First Anglo-Afghan War.

With The Remnants of an Army, Butler intended to show the futility
of never learning from the past, but because it debuted at the height of
the Second Anglo-Afghan War in 1879, it had the opposite effect — it
became a rallying cry for imperialists as it embodied the pluck and
pugnacity the British lionised at the time.

Elizabeth Butler (1846-1933)
The Remnants of an Army
1879
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nnt:ha Floor above you are playing marbles at 1am? For years we have grown
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WEIRD FIGURES IN HISTORY

THE CURIOUS DEATH OF CHRYSIPPUS OF SOLI
{270 BC - 206 BO)

\'nl:' “ A5 iw e :1I|\m el vomn ey axk? He died n[l umghter. You readl

an o give it some
anil just fike that,

THE PECULIAR CASE OF
ANNA MARIA HELENA,
COMTESSE DE NOAILLE
(1826 - 1908)

thasghn
vt live lon
Dsezclvacmmy [

¢ wl sepuirrels
s wnlde Lo buy

yesng moslel, paving the
gold for her, 1

THE UNDERGROUND DURKE: WILLIAM
JOIN CAVENDISH-SCOTT-BENTICK
(1800 - 1879)

e sth Duke of Portland was e epitoae of 2

rned with pr he had doors
||III1|1 his hied soono

aIII{“lIi I-|I1|I1JI.‘
M ]1|r|| T Ihq 2

History seems boring, but
there's actually a lot of
weird stull hidden among
all the horing dates and
bone-dry lacts. Here are
some surprising figures
from history, and the
creepy, funny and just plain
weird lives they led. We did
not make this up.

ELIZABETH BATHORY:
THE BLOON COUNTESS
(1560 - 1614)

ol Ut the comnless was
il Chee Story went el

Lk g proasilions as Servanls in her casihe
pever reburn. Legend bas il Ut
v evien o
virgin hilond as part ol 1
skay beantilul, gainin
) shand died.
Jebendad ks shinl

chumks Crom their
ciheth Bathasry
Bov recorded monders
approximately
viclod
rooan whicre she

Feel free 1o rub your eves in
“disheliel. You'll never see
history the same way again.
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In China, a Guanxi man managed to get his penis stuck in a ring (the
kind you put on fingers) for 2 whole days before he called for help.
Nobady knows what possessed him to put it on in the first place, but
we do know that a bunch of firefighters managed to free himina
90-minute procedure using mean-looking shears; of course,
someone took a video of the whole ordeal -and it went viral an Weibo
(surprise!). We've learned 2 things: rings look better on fingers, and

China's firefighters are amazing at saving a man's nether regions...
and destroying his pride at the same time. i

STUCKE IR

Men in China sure have a penchant for "
strange goings on down under. Not long after the ring incident,
aman in Guangdong got himself inte a predicament when he was
doing some ‘magnetic therapy’ (for who knows what) and managed -
to ‘accidentally’ get his testicles stuck between 2
powerful magnets for 4 hours. This time, firefighters
were really challenged, but in the end managed to
free him by cutting the magnets into smaller sizes-
\ — _/ thealternative was to simply slide the magnets off,
E which doctors thought was too risky. And yes, there
v was avideo of it on Weibo (#4HoursOfFame).
—_ =
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1t you think assembling lkea furniture is a pain, then this Norwegian
man really has something to complain about. He was sittingona
Marius stool in the shower, when his testicles managed to wiggle
into one of the chair’s holes and got stuck in there. He was stuck for
so long that the water eventually went cold -
“even more cold than my mother-inlaw's smile
when | married her daughter,” said the victim-
until he realised that being cold shrunk his
testicles enough to free himself. He has since
complained to lkea, referring to his genitals as )
the 'skipper and two sailors’. T

We'll never look at a Marius stool the same
away again.

Campes | e 44 | 24

Sometimes, truth is stranger
than fiction. Especially when it
comes to the kinds of things that
people working in Emergency
Rooms encounter. Some of the
most bizarre cases often invalve
the most embarrassing body

. parts-yes, we're talking about

. the nether regions. Get ready to

 sq uirm, guys.

ON[E| B1lIEN
! BE SHY,

A construction worker in Australia got bitten in the
worst place ever... in a portable toilet. Twice. On the
same spot. The first time he got bit on the penis by
a poisonous spider, he was using a portable toilet
on a job site. Since then he'd been wary of using it,
until just 5 months later when he decided to repeat
his mistake - and got himself bitten on the same
spot, by another spider. Ta be fair, he thought the
toilet was safe since it had been just cleaned
thoroughly. Lesson learnt - never take a dump in a

portablelon. -

71140 NG

You may remember this case in
Thailand. A man was in his toilet
‘walking his snake’, when a real snake
struck: a Sm-long python came from
inside the toilet and sank its fangs into
his penis. Ouch. This brave "man’s man"” managed to tie a rope around
the snake's head, and tieit to the bathroom door before collapsing -
and that was how rescuers found the due.

Luckily, both members survived the

incident.

Snakes in toilets are not uncommon in
Australia either- however there was
one recent case where a snake
wrangler was called in to catch what
the owner thought was a python;

instead, what he found was justa - :

_*h“____1
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While all of these stories sound relatively uncomman, it
may surprise you that all of them happened just this year
alone. With only a couple of months to go before the end
of the year, it makes you wonder, what other mishaps will
2016 have in store.

THE MEMOKY GAME

Déji wu is not new To common people oh the
street. In fact, déjh vu is estimated to occur
at least once in two thirds of The huwan
popuiation, most commonly between ages of
15 to a5. For decades, doctors associated
such sensations of déja wu with people
suffering from epilepsy, which is a chronic
disorder where the brain undergoes seizures
Thankfully, modern research today has
mwram]m this theory | Don't worry, we are
all fine!

Déja wu is a French word for “seeing again”
and is colloquially understood as a glifch in our
memory sustem In healthy and functional
winds, this phenomenon occurs due to a
mismatch of the generation of a detaled
wemory from a new sensory experience. ln
other words, the sensory mput - which can
be an action ke riding a bicyck, for instance
- bupasses the short-Term memory and
reaches The long-term memory first instead,
thereby evoking o mowent of famdiarity that
is not yet tangitle enough o be o concrete
memory, or for uou To remember doing it,

A sudden pang of familiarity hits you, and it seems as if time stopped in that
instant. Bodies moving, lips speaking as you slowly register the repetition of
having done the same exact things, been to the same places or been in same
circumstances. ou try to pinpoint the exact moment in the past, flipping through
your avchive of memories like a high school yearbook but before qou know if,
that sensation is gone. Was that a flaghback or did you just predict the future?

Comwon Trigaers for This phenomenon
include phusical and psuchological distress,
stress, Tatigue, and alcohol consumption.

Another form of déjd wu is Deja Visité which
is what the name suggests - “having visited”
As opposed To déii wu, it is not the actual
situation that is registered but only the
location. Accordng to psychotherapists, it
feek as if one has visited That specific spot
and could navigate around the location
seamiessly. Perhaps, that explaing why déja wu
EXPEFIENCES Ore seemingly more Comon
amongst indviduals who travel

PAKALLEL THEOKY

While scientific explanations for the stranae
occurrences of déjii vu remain vague given
the inadequate research info the matter,
affernate theories such as parallel universes
arise as possble explanations.

According To theoretical phusicist Dr Michio
Kaleu, quantum phuysics supports the possbility
that déjé vu might occur due To ore’s abiiity

to "flip between universes”. The "Muttiverse
theory” posits the existence of wuttiple
universes existing paraliel to each other. He
explains That o radic can only tune into to
one station at one time, Tistening To one
frequency at a time” whie other radio
stations cannot be heard concurrently
because they have differing frequencies
Likewise, "our universe consists of atoms
that are oscllating at a unique frequency
that other universes are not vibrating at”.
However, at instances where universes
vibrate “in phase”, it is theoretically possible
to "move back and forth” between
universes, Yhereby ustifying the occurrence
of déjd vu

THE M4STEK CONTINUES

Adl in all, déja vu remains a wiystic conundrum
to wost of us Today, Theories that emerge
out of recent studies are still debatable and
considered rather primitive. 50 the next
time you experience a déja vu, know that it's
either st a wewory glitch or that you're
traveling through Time and space; to each
their ownl
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Do 3)2:«4 have a hemesis? A Lex Luther to your Superman, U s e IT OV‘ Other‘s

or jLo Ren to your Roqj?

A wise person owhce said living well is the best revenge. (?:-rstph;v f:nr:?rlnglijst n?)T’?ZI:itgé’rou
And it is, Later on, when ourelanivisglapiuxany, car axe incredibly forgiving ( é)gd for you), or
our arch—enemy is driving for Uber. Until then, how do not bla iﬁ aﬁ)n %Sege below)y '

ou sake your kaste for vengeance in a safe, socially playing along :
accep&o\bte way? Voodoo! STEP 2: Cut out all the pieces, while
carefully concentrating to simultane-
ously stay within the lines as you cut,
and channel the dark arts into each
stroke of your scissors.

STEP 3: Smile an evil smile. You're
nearly there.

STEP 4: Live out your revenge fanta-
sy using the tools provided.

STEP 5: Believe!

Voodoo dolls
arent only used for
devious purposes.
You can also use
it to bring good to
yourself or someohe
represented bv the

doll.

-
b L

STEP 1: Cut out the bits.

1
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

: STEP 2: While holding your
1 doll, focus on the desired
'l effect (ie. luck at exams,
\ finding love, etc).

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
I

STEP 3: Take the coloured
pins that represent your
desire and prick them into
your doll: heart for love
(blue), head for power (red)
or success (yellow).

P Ll

~

T i i e e

Disclaimer: None of this may work. Then
again, it may be working right now. Who's to
say? All you have to do is believe, and viola,
virtual vengeance or success is yours!




