








































Some of you probably grew up experiencing 
Osgood-Schlatter disease – a common 
cause of knee pain that occurs during 
growth spurts when bones, muscles and 
tendons change rapidly. However, everyone 
eventually grows out of it, but if you happen 
to be a male moose, this painful problem 
lasts a lifetime. lasts a lifetime. 
 
Moose antlers grow an inch a day, during 
which it’s covered with fuzzy (and 
sensitive) velvet which makes the antlers 
super painful to the touch. When the 
antlers are big enough, the velvet is shed, 

so you’d think it’d be happy being pain-free. 
But hormones makes this 600kg beast a 
masochist, so he goes antler-fencing with 
other guys during the mating season. After 
that, the 80lb antlers simply fall off, and the 
whole antler-growing process begins all 
over again! Because hormones are 
sadists, this cycle only ends when the sadists, this cycle only ends when the 
bull is castrated, and he ends up with 
retarded-looking antlers. 
 
On a side note, some female moose also 
grow antlers, just like some women have 
visible chin hairs… because, hormones.

BONY ISSUE: THE PAINFUL GROWTH

Moose

While having a clingy partner isn’t 
most people’s idea of a relationship 
goal, some of you have probably 
been through one or two sticky 
partners who were hard to shake off. 
But what if your partner is way more 
clingy, like a male deep-sea 
anglerfish?anglerfish?

You see, when a male deep-sea 
anglerfish sets his sights on a female 
(who is much, much larger than he is), 
he latches onto her and literally 
becomes part of her – his circulatory 
system is looped into hers, reducing 
him to a gonad whose only purpose is 
to contribute sperm. It’s a similar fate to contribute sperm. It’s a similar fate 
for the male Spoonworm, who simply 
gets sucked into the female’s genital 
chamber where he becomes 
something like a slow-release sperm 
tablet. 

Perhaps a worse male fate is reserved 
for the Argonaut octopus, whose sole 
purpose in life is to simply shoot 
sperm – via a dart-like penis – into a 
passing female, and then he dies 
without ever having contact with the 
female.
  

 

RELATIONSHIPS: 
THE CLINGY GUY
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BIRDS 
AND BEES: 
UNUSUAL 
PATTERNS
You’ve probably been through sex ed, You’ve probably been through sex ed, 
meaning you probably know that it 
involves inserting Tab A into Slot B. But in 
the animal world, there is more than one 
way to procreate.
 
Except for some ducks, birds don’t Except for some ducks, birds don’t 
actually have penises, so they literally 
bump uglies; known as cloacas, they are 
openings that are either filled with semen 
or eggs. 

We all know that hermaphrodites have We all know that hermaphrodites have 
both sexes within them, but have you 
heard of gender role reversals? We’re not 
talking about baby-carrying daddy 
seahorses – we’re talking about the 
neotrogla, a type of lice. The females have 
penises, and the males have the 
equivalent of a vagina – the weird thing is, equivalent of a vagina – the weird thing is, 
she penetrates him... not to deliver 
sperm, but to collect it.
 

The neotrogla isn’t the only female with a The neotrogla isn’t the only female with a 
male-like extension – the female spotted 
hyena has a ‘pseudopenis’, which can get 
up to 7 inches long! The weird part is that 
it isn’t used to penetrate at all – to mate, 
the male has to go through her entire 
shaft with his own penis (in this case, it’s 
fair to say that size matters). As if that’s fair to say that size matters). As if that’s 
not bad enough for her, she later has to 
give birth through this pseudopenis. 
 
Speaking of penises, marsupials are a 
weird bunch – did you know that the 
appendage of an adorable male echidna 
has four heads? Most other male 
marsupials, like possums and wombats, 
only have… two heads. The reason is 
simple: female marsupials have two uteri 
(and kangaroos have 3 vaginas – it’s (and kangaroos have 3 vaginas – it’s 
complicated).  
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