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WONDERWOMA/
nol/m,.froe AIBETTERIEYTYRE
76\YEARSHNDICOUNTING

WONDER WOMAN HAS COME A LONG WAY FROM BEING 'JUST
ANCTHER SUFPERHERO TO A CRITICALLY-ACCLAIMED FOF CULTURE
ICON IN HER OWN RIGHT, ACORED BY FANS ACROSS THE GLOBE.
DPESFITE BEING A FICTIONAL CHARACTER. HER VALUES AND
BELIEFS ARE ECHOED BY WOMEN LEAPERS IN FARLIAMENTS, AND
ARE INSFPIRING GENERATIONS OF ACTIVISTS FOR FEMALE
EMFOWERMENT ANDC GENPER EQUALITY.

The creator of Wonder Woman,
William Moult:on Marston, knew
what: he wanted Wonder Woman
to be: a radical, powertul hero
who had the power to inFluence
real life gender dynamics. He
Firmily believed that women
should be allowed to rule the
warld, that gender should not
limitt anyone’s chances of
progress in life.

The Wonder Woman comics
reatured inberesting stories
which would not have made such
a strong impact if they Featured
amale superhero, An example
would be the shattering of the
highest glass ceiling when
Wonder Woman campaigned to
be the President of the United
States (POTUS) and eventually
won in 3004 (Wonder Woman #7,
Winter 1243). Imagine how many
young girls read that and aspired
to be political leaders of
tomorrow!

Throughout the vears, Wonder
Wornan has gained both female
and male fans, and her
popularity made her one of the 3
main icons of DC Comics: The
Trinity, consisting of Superman,
Batman and Wonder Worman,
Mow, she is anguably the most
popular superhergineg in the
comic book, universe,

In this new era where print media is slowly losing its
competitive edge, the film is a perfect way to attract
and inspire a new generation of Wonder Woman Pans.
First cut of the 2 maior superhero movie studios to
release a Female-led comic book superhero film, DC
Comics got the ball rolling by creating discussion topics
on TV shows and got people talking about female power
and gender equality. Wonder Woman became an
international conversation starter for this cause.

Mothers are grateful that their children have the
opportunity to understand what it means to be a
female: Diana Prince questions wiy women cannot Fight
because of cultural reasons, and why they are not
allowed to be involved in important leadership discussions.
Most importantly, she aims to infFluence the younger
generation $o respect women as equals., I§ Superman can
save the world, Wonder Woman can oo,

Our parents had Lynda Carter, and now this generation
has Gal Gadot to carry on her legacy, hopefully for a long

WF/Y WENEED‘WONDER WOMAN
MGRE (THANEVER S ezete s

During the Woman's March of 2017, a young ginl
used her superheroine dolls (including Wonder
Woman) to stage a ‘protest in support of the
event. It went viral and it shows Just how
inFluential superhercines are to young girls. In
the words of Wiliam Moult:on Marston, "The
only hope For civilisation is the greater
freedom, development and equality of women in
all figlds of huran activity™. Wonder Worman
might not be fictional after all; she lives and
cheers on the people who fight for equality.

In a time when palitical tension in the United
States is at its highest, the issue of gender
equality should still be bi-partisan. When
Donald Trurmp was caught boasting about
Female assault and when Bill OReilly was
accused of sexual harassment by his
co-workers, some attempted to downplay the
severity of these situations. It is evident that
more still needs to be done before women are
treated equally as men, and Wonder Worman
still remains the symbol of hope for this goal.
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HANDLING CONFLICTS

Firsthy. men tend to be more logical. analytical and rational when it
comes to crisis. Be it in a relationship or at work, men at times do
struggle more o relate with thalr emaotions and feelings. This s the
mament when they will feel threatened and hence. attempt to control
the situation by direct aggression or by simply withdrawing from the
mess altogether

Wormen, on the other hand, are more In touch with feelings and
sensithvity. This makes them mose Intuitive. holistic. creative and
imegrative, but it could also mean that they would avold an all-out
verbal match and keap an argument bottled up,

LANGUAGE OF LOVE

Men and women. when it cormes to a relationship, have different ways
of expressing their love to each other. Firstly, women aré known 1o be
an the sensitive side, while man are the stolc, less sensitive other.

Wea are famillar with pet names. often given by women to their
partners: this could be because women tend to fall for words of love as
it is an ocbvious expression of feelings. Men, however, express love
through actions, and would expect gestures of love Instead. This |s
when things get complicated. hence. it Is Importart for couples to
understand  each others language of love In order to avold
unnecassary conflicts

7 A

COMMUNICATIONS

Men and women are from completely different braimayaves. Thius,
men don't always know what Is needed by a woman. and most
relatlonship arguments stem from basic miscommunications, Men
tend to give direct answers. while women give more detail and
expression - this is because men only use one side of their brain
when self-disclosing thus appearing less expressive

Women would usually attempt to “hint” 1o a man about what she
wants ar needs in the least obvious way, At times, women expect
men to alfready “Know™ bafore she knows it. However. men are
leglcal stralght-forward and not Intultive, so it would be best to tell
him what you want [nstead of hemming about the bush

As men have chelr pride, it may irk hirm IFf you try to point out the
wayshe has been falling your needs: Instead, tall him what is it that
he could do to make the relationship better for both parties

Cuttigas | [ssuc 43 | 02

VIEWS ON MARRIAGE

Marrlage may have a differert meaning for men and women. When
woamen were gifs. many dreamed of the widding, the dresses
Women go Into a marniage for the whole concept of having their own
Family someday. with a husbhand as a reguirement. When men weare
boys. they were careless and playful. but at some point on thelr road
to adulthood, they'll meet the girl of their dreams [men are more
likely than wormen to believe in love at first sight’), Therefore. men go
into @ marriage for the worman he wants b0 be connectad to forever,

Wamen go through a great ordeal during weddings and even in a
martlage: they have different commitments, to her mother. her
In-laws. her children. her husband and everything else in between
Men, however. simply do what keeps the wile their only
commitment - happy,

OF coursa, most of thesa ekamples are genarlc, and do not account for
the different personalities and opiniens each person - regardlass of
gender - has, For example some men may have a prefarence for
non-confrontational  conflicts, while somg women may préfar to
express thelr love with gestures rather than words
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Over the last decade, the sexism within Hollywood's movie
industry has been brought heavily into the limelight., In 2014,
Sony was hacked and information was leaked regarding the
pay differences between genders. This sparked Jennifer
Lawrence to speak up about the pay discrepancy in comparison
to her male counterparts. Since then, countless other female
actresses such as Sandra Bullock, Jessica Chastain, Meryl
Streep and notably Patricia Arquette at the 2015 Oscars, have
spoken up about the inherent wage gap between genders.
Twao years later, where do women stand in Hollywood?

Employment of Women in the Top 250 Films of 2016

e 17% of all directors, writers, producers, executive
producers, editors, and cinematographers were womer
This is still on par with the statistics from 1998

Of those b jobs S
24% of all producers were women

17% of all editors and executive .?(
producers were women
13% of all women were writers g § g
% of all directors were women RS |
5% of all cinematographers Were wome

here has beenan all-around decrease of women in the mdustry from

2015, with the exception'of writers where a 2% Increase has brought

it back to level with the 1998 statistics of 13%. E Science F 1
Antmared | Taen Y

The percentage of cinematographers has slightly increased since ; b :

1998 although it is still the smallest group of all the professions. :

. Comedy
Genres behind the screen * ; TE
b : wWere males

:l"'

ezt § AU 34%

l*

Percentage of
wormen who work in
1he various ?’&"l’ll’l*’

Some female cinematographers to look out for:

Maryse Alberti - Filmed one of the most
imimiersive fight sequences of ail tme in the late
2015 hit, Creed. The entire 4-mimite scene was
Laken In one continuaus shot, weaving in and out
of the boxers immersing the asdience visually Hke
newer seen before

MNatasha Brajer - The telease of The
Meon Demaon (2016) ieft much to be
desired in terms of plot, fortunately
whiere it does not lack s ts
cirematography. XS imageny is1r L.Ii}'
encapsulating and Matasha Braier
created an artistic ride which stands up
o the dineCio™s previous movies D 3 _
: ; ' . ; Eambined, the top 10 female Hi
{2011} and Cinly God Forgives (2013). She is currently shooting E e I £205 million
GHngo (20T B)starr Ing Charlize Theran, Amanca bi_-yl'hf_-':: ard . dCLresses I:If 201 B earnt
Thandia Newtan Combined, the top 10 male 457 million
£ actors of 2016 earnt $

Catitgs | [ssuc 48 {03
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The benefits that women enjoy stuch
a8 aftending university. entering
the workfores and voting today are
not called benefits but rights
However, these rights would have
been impossible without the long
arduou miggle Tought by feminist
activists and orpganisations So you
might eall yourself a femindst, but
Are you aware of the rich history
beldnd the 3 waves of The Femindat
Hovementt

THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT

The Feminist Movement (aka wWomen's 1il
MHovement) refers toa series of campaig
reforume pertaining to specific women's issues such
an women s suffrage equal pay, reproductive rights
sexual harassment and sexual violence While the
epecific iosues being contested differ from
country to country. the aim of feminimm as a whole
iz for women to be antitled to the same rights as

inen. Globally. the series of campaigns under the 1770e to Present: 3rd to Y4h Wave of Feminiam

FOCUS - REDEFINING FEMINISM

movement can be divided inte three waves.

In this age, most third-wavers rejected the label
‘feminista due to ite negative sterectype of & woman
filled with man-hatred. The redefinition and new age
of feminism emphasises individualism and enbracing
differences through rejecsting gender rols
expactations and stereotypes Simply put, third
wavers stand for little boys belng able to play
freely with dells and girls; video games without
being laughed at

We are now transitioning into the hth wave of
feminism, where it is largely sssoclated with online
fominirsn through the use of social media sdtes such as
*acebook. Twitter and Instagram to mobilise social
justiee. For example, the HeForshe is a solidarity
campalgn indtiated by TH Women in 201% to engage mon
and boys to stand up for the inequalities Taced by
women snd girls heir campaign saw 154000 Twitter
followers: over 250000 Facebook likes and support from
celebrities such as Emma ¥atson. Another sipnificant
3 in 1Ek3.where women event was the 2017 Womens
March. a worldwide L
movement to advocate a

i The de

Seneca F

- and even men rallied together for equal rights

; women, including the right to vole The passing of the o

] resolution in America marked the beginning of the range of il from . ]I"ﬂRlal!sr: y{:ﬂ hand if

{ women's suffrage movement all over the world. Teday, Monanh pate Lo paclnl a #HeForShe.
§ there iz only one country in the world lefi thatl doss o bl - Tne campalgn.

' gaw 73 marches worldwide .

in d11 continents wobin

FEMINISM IN SINGAPORE

1ls Convention in the

not allow women to vote - Vatiean City.

! Ifeds to IT80s: Ind Wave of Feminism
2 FOCUS - CULTURAL AND

4 Singapore practised universal suffrage since the
o POLITICAL INEQUALITIES beginning of demoeratic elections hence women in

5 pore did not have to fight for voting rights
and wers granted the rights on July 18th. 1247,
Recent feminist efforts led by Assocliation of Homen
for fction and Ressarch (AWARE
inelude rais 5 on

.l' tnder the slogan of "the personal

| | iz political” the second
focused on private issues that were
now in the public sphere. These

WA

" . e : i : Ng AWArenss
igs s included sexi: s in Ie abusive working conditions of
workplace, rape, domestic violence, e s

- and abortion Feminist activisls saw

orpanisation, since its
establishment in 1935 has also
advocated several issues such
A5 pender equality in
educhition, marriage. employment
and reproductive rights

|

| their efforts bear fruait when the

i firet global forum on women's issues
was held in Mexdico City in 1995 and

o

participated in by 133 governments.

Crmpus | s A8 | 16
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BY YIN LOON

IS FOOD GENDERED?

Eating a salad is what society thinks
women often do, while guzzling pints
of beer at a bar is almost exclusively a
perceived male habit, Subconsciously,
we all tend to attach certain foods to
gender - it's no surprise then that food
commercials use gender markeling to
cater to both sexes differently.

S what is it with certain foods and
drinks that get the boy vs girl
treatment? Is it a genetic thing, or are
they associated with culturalisation?

IS IT BIOLOGICAL?

It's mot A stretch to imagine that most guys love
their meat - whether it's a cheeseburger or a
beel rendang. A study by Hank Rothgerber of
Beltarmine University revealed that men are
mere pro-meat thah women because of jts
protein value {among other lindings), and thag it
makes them ‘feel like real men'.

Men are also much less likely to eat their
veggies than Wwomen, particularly when they feel
healthy, so they may doubt their need for a
balanced diet; Women, on the other hand, are
much betterat consuming their greens, which
could be related to their desire 1o be healthy
and look good - more so than men - according
to-a Mational Cancer institute survey.

someof this gender-driven eating ¢an also be
explained by evolution, according 1o Yale
Undwersity’s David Eatz. Men, a5 hunters, needed
mate protein te build muscle mass, so meat was
& reward. Over time, this created ditferent caloric
requirements betwean the two sexes, because

prehistoric men and women had differing access
to foods.

Even hormeonal differences could axplain why
men geneérally prefer stronger food llavours than
women. Women, especially those of reproductive
age, are more sensithve to flaveurs than men,
accarding te mulliple studies.

IS5 IT CULTURAL?
What we eat goes back 1o the [dea of priming -
how culture imprints concepts in our minds.

Inan experiment titted ‘Macho Kachos”;
participants were asked 1o raie which foods they
considersd masculine and feminine: baked vs
fried chicken, baked potatoes ws fries, baked vs
fried fish, etc. The results showed that there was
a-significant tie to food and gender percéption -
people were moge likely to ses the unhealthier
optigns as masculing, and the healthier options
as feminine.

i's also common o assume that brightly-colaured
cocktails with minl-umbsellas or cute cupcakes
are often positioned for women, hinting that
women prefer sweet Mavours. But we all know
that fsn't the truth; simply ask your peers and
vou'll see who really prefers sweel treats.

Another influence could be old-fashioned
gender-based marketing. According to the gospel
of advertising, women like dieting, desserts and
leoking nice, whereas men like beer, sports and
meat. To see prool of that, just sitin a cnema
before your movie starts,

You'll see that beer commercials always depict
men drinking beer while enjoying sports, or
hanging out- with the boys. Women in these
commercials are either objectified, or are simply
their girliriends. 50 from this perspective, men
drink beer because they want 1o come off as
masculine and heterosexual,

on the flip side, you'll notice that any commercial
for yopurt will teach vou that it is exclusively
eaten by women (for the benefit of men) In gne
commercial, a woman eats-a b of it 1o atrace
the attentien of her male companion. i another,
she's gorging on a tub in order 1o see a Greek
warrior undress in a bizarre concept.

The influence continues to fast food brands -
you may have seen suggestive ads from Burger
King Uil Blow Your Mind away') and Carl’s |r
{‘Everybody Loves Big Breasts') that would
appeal to men, or at the very least seem
olfensive to women,

Even food packaging may have a role 10 play.
Consider chocolates - if you're thinking of
checolate bars like Snickers or Mars, then it
would be considered more masculine than say,
a box of Godiva chocolates. Price tag aside,
packaging has a powerful role to play in its
Image.

The way a faod i5 packaged might even
Influence its ‘pender’ - for instance, it may not
be “manly” for a guy 1o eat muffing from a
pretey box, but it's totally acceptable to label
him a “stud mulfin®, implying that it's women
wha are muffin consumers.

Cuftural priming is & big influence, and It's even
affecting cur association of Tood with gender.

SOCIETY PERPETUATES MYTH

If yoll 1ake a step back, it's ridiculous to
associate a piece of steak as manly, or a bowl
of salad as ladylike, just because society
expicts you to, There is no doubt that many of
us defy these food preference stereotypes,
because we eal — or want 1o eat - what we legl
like eating. We already unnecessarily associate
0 many things with gender - le. pink Is for
girls - so why s there a need to associate our
basic saurce of susienance loof

Caiiipeas | [ssue 48 1 D5
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BY NURFAIZAH FAIZUWAN

. GENDER AND

ITS SEMANTICS

,}E Pink, blue, dolis or cars. "Congratulations, it's a boy/girll™ From the
very moment we are brought into this world, we are befng placed In
male or female categories. However, the number of people who do
not identify with either categories is constantly rising year after year.

¢  This could be because there is an increase In the number of people

® who are in transition from one gender to another or simply because
they cannot properly describe their own self with terms such as
"woman®, "man”, “boy®, “girl®, “male”, and “female”.

J~[ Before delving into the wide spectrum of genders that exist now, let’s
clear up some misconceptions about gender and sex. Firstly, sex
refers to the physiological and blological characteristics of a person
with a heawy focus on their sexual reproductive traits,

N

F & & & &

Agender (also ‘genderless’
‘gender neutral’k someone who
does not identify with any sort of
gender identity at all and are
typically those who intentionally
hawe no recognisable gender
presentation.

Gender questioning: one who may
be questioning their gender identity
of considering other ways of
expressing their gender.

Gender, on the other hand, refers 1o ene’s understanding of what
it means to look, feel and act feminine or masculine. One of the
major factors that affect your gender are the social constructs
society has formed that could influence one’s personal génder
identity and the way they express their gender identity and how
that is perceived by others.

The gender spectrum is akin to the colour spectrum. There are
tons of variations of similar colours and they are perceived
differently by different people, In 2014, Facebook acknowledged
the need for more alternative gender options and announced that
they would list 51 gender options to help those who simply do not
identify as male nor female, Some of these options include:

g §F & F & g §

Transgender (includes Trans, Male
to Female (MTF) and Female Lo
Male (FTM)): those who have
genders not traditionally associated
with their assigned sex and may have
undergone surgery to alter their
bodies.

#’# & & &
cut of all the count in the world, only
{ laken the leap 1o ognise mare than just 1
o Argentina, Colombia. Denmark, ireland and M ve -all-allowed

the trans

undergo m

Androgynous: one who has both
masculine and feminine qualities.

Gender fluid: one whose gender
identity s not confined to only one
specific gender category. Their
understanding of their gender
fluctuate frequently and changes
according to what feels most right.

Gender non-conforming/Gender
variant: those who look or behave
in a way that is not 1o society’s
expectations or norms of how a
specific gender is supposed to,

v to de

r genders w

ical trearments, sterilisation or surgery.

g & &

Genderqueer (also “pansexual* -
“pan= meaning every or all}:
one who identifies outside of the
two-gender system and may
identily as multiple genders, a
varied mix of genders or
“between” genders.

Intersex: one whose chromosomes,
anatomy or hormones do not
conform 1o the expected biclogical
configurations of a male or female
body,

Neutrois/Non-binary: those who
identify as outside the two-gender
system and challenges it.

& & & 6

Australia, Banglag

%
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Transmasculing/Transfeminine:
those assigned one sex but identifies
a5 the other in varying proportions.

Two-spirlt criginated from a tribe of

O— Native Americans in North Ame

ders. ave also recognised and acknoy

and refers to those who have both
masculine and feminine qualities and
presentations, They also have very
distinct and specific roles in the tribe
and are seen and respected as a
third gender.

& & & §
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the English
Language

by nina gan

ROLES ACCORDING TO
ENGLISH

Maost of us grew up with words like
B I

POSUTIEN, Manking, manpowear, freshman

T i

LANGUAGE WITH
CONNOTATIONS

The male-based generic ks an indicator o

a system in which 'man’ is privileg

o over

15 subliminally associate

words with gender: women "goss 2 whibe

waomen

1k shop', me

jed while

I,"-.'bj'l:l.r.::

ds ke Treshiman” and ":,:_'l.] BUyS
he gender inequalities, yet
WOimen atcept DaIng considerad
Treshman’, or as )

reenfore

i guys’. Balng la
Ii_=.|,|'3,-'\.' might make womer
includesd, but it reinforces the
that men are t i
nen should be subsumed by the male
Calegory

ong of th

the Oxford d

‘MAgENE with the w
To illustrate the peporation of feminine
rnouns, which one of these' is
attracte?

ionary tagged

rd “wife,

vere used,
& in't have to be
seconded into groups like Treshman', o
even be fighting for 3 'man’s wage'

155

Bill hopes toa meet an eligible spinster,

Both 'bachelor” and “spinster’ refer to

unmarried peaple, and while it's socially
acceptable for older men to be single

Spinsbers are synomymous with
WORDS CAN CHANGE
STATUS

Male titles usually speak of power and
status, while the female versions often
reduce wormen o :

bitchingh, and a man who'
bitch’ gets angry not beca

jous’, bt because it m

Lo e

master, m

authority. These da
fernale sexual compardon to'a married
n

Derogatory woerds like ‘W
even the fairer se
reserved for wormen; t
equivalent words refe

o Deng of

VRN CloSe I

exclusiv

ore

b,

Governess: Compared to a ‘governor, a
governess today has no authority over a

place or institution, as role refers to a
waoman responsible for the care of

chiidren

Madam: This female equiva
person of high rank) is commonly used as
a mode of address, but in the worst case

scenario, It also means a’
of a brothel

Mary hopes to meet an eligible bachelor.

L8 el

Dolh ways

Thera are male nurses, flight

and secretaries, but to add a “male’ in fro
aftheir job title only seems to demean

their position.

Then there are phrazes like ‘man up'-
which berates men who shiow th
emotional side - and "graw.a pair, to g
mizn into being braver, The waord ‘pair
refers to testicles, which i5-a standard
measure of masculinity

Incidentally, if you used the phrase ‘you
don't have the balls” In ttaly, you could be
fined, because it suggests that the person

lacks the one tf ing that defines him as
male, Who knew that men would be 5o,
SENSITIveS

WHA U CAN DO

With the changes in the role of women

and men in sociaty, L

5 less spate for

rdess, and
fe. Drop

ke purse

“That's one

a persan, ane glani leap

il step fo
humankind.”
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WE ARE ANIMALS!

—— Unusual Sex & Gender Roles in the 1inimal hingdom ——

Gender and the roles that come with it are often determined from the sexual organs that develop during
gestation. In humans, there are traditionally fixed sterectypes to gender and its roles. While a shift in gender roles
can usually be understood, the stigma to sex change remains. But, whether it is due to environmental pollution
or for survival, sex (and gender role) change is not an uncommon phenemenon amonagst other enimals.

— SEAHORSES

WHAT?
Males carmy eggs in their own bellies, and
subseqguently hatch the voung.

HOW?

Unlike a hamo sapiens' act of depositing the sperm
Inta the uterus, the femcdle of this species depoils
the eggs into the male's pouch. The eggs are then
fertilised in his pouch where they are nurbured wuntil
they hatch.

WHY?

Femuales need morne time to molie eggs 1o thi
emsures the survival of their species. By tharing the
respornibility of the reproductive process - from
production to delivery — they can mendmise the
rate of wurvival.

SNAILS
WHAT?

When two mails come together, both get
impregrabed,

HOW?

Mest species of snall dre hermaphroditic, and when
twe inails come into contoct, thiy hoot’ each
cther with calciferous love darts (which delier
hormanes) before sperm b traniferred reciprecally,
In many species, both mating sealls will loy eggs.

WHV?

A school of thought believes that because the snail
micwes slowdy, it'd be too unproductive to go
areund finding an opposite wex to mate. Thus, they
hawve both female and miale sexual crgans bo speed
up the mating procen to increase their chances of
survival,

EMPERORPENGUINS —
WHAT?

After the female lays the egg, the male oversees
the hatching process.

HOwW?

Babwy penguins take about 1-2 months to hatch.
During this period, the male penguin does not go
ot to hunt for food: instead it incubates the egg
betuween it legs and toro.

WHY?

During the weeks of producing the egg, the female
penguin is unable to go out to hunt for feed, Thus,
after the egg s delivered, it immediately goes out
inta the waters to fish for itelf ovwell as the baby
penguin when it i hatched. The responsibility of
incubeting and hatching the egg i tramiferred to
the male penguin,

—— CLOWNFISH

WHAT?

Clownfnh arg all born with male sexual orgam,
Howewer, os they get clder, the most dominant fish
in the group will develop female sexual crgans to
mate with the other fishes,

HoW?

When vou put four clownfish in o tank, the bigget
and most dominant fish in this tonk will develop
fermale genitals and mate with the other three
muala fish. The scientific terminclogy for the sex
change from male to femaole s known a:
‘protandny.

WHY?

Follewing the survival of the fittest theony, thisis to
emure that the most stellar baby downfish would
be produced. Since eggs need more resources to
produce, it's logical that the job for this Is more
sited for the biggest and strongest fish.

Catiigeas | [asug 38 | 75

ALLIGATORS

Their sex is dependent on the temperature of the
egq.

HOW?

An aligators sex b determined before & hatches from
the egq. If placed in an incubotor at 34%C and abowve,
they udll develop male sexual organs; and females ore
developed of temperctures below 348C,

WHY?

It ks befieved that this form of sex determination,
ako bnown as temperature-dependent sansitive
determination (T5D3, is most commen in the reptile
famiby. Certain temperctures crecte the optimum
conditicm for the nurturing of o specific sex, so this
form of sex determination i to increase its chances
of survival, In the long term, while it may not seem
like it would create a batonced number of males
and fermale to emure continuity, swurvival b more
Imiportant.

POLAR BEARS——

Polar bears are experiencing changes in the
anatomy of their sexual orgarns. & minority of them
now hove both male and female parts.

HOW?

Some female polor bears on Svalboerd have both
male and female sex organs, even though thare are
no Y diromosemes present (o indicate they're
genetically male), identibing them o
preudo-hermaophrodites. This condition moy have
arisen due to hormenal disruptions and toxic
pollutants — its aheo cowsing male polar bears to
experience penile froctures (polar bears hove penis
bones called beacubum).

WHY?

Palychlorinated biphyenyds (PCBs) and
pokbrominated diphenyls (PBDE) are chemical
poflutants found in the seas, particulary in the
Arctic, and the concentration levels increcse o it
goes into the food chain These pollutants interfers
with the hormeones and can result in reproductive
watem abnormalities, such as the development of
male sexual characteristics-in females.
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Genoen Su.ntot\)pv./s in Relotionahipa

From the falry tales we read as children to their animated counterparts
that had us glued to our TV screens. gender stereotypes have been
Ingrained in our minds from years back, both consciously and
subconsciously.

We have been conditioned to percehve women as the weaaker half in any
redationship. Wormen are often are portrayed as the damsel in distress, the
character who needs saving and requires protection. On the other hand.
the men are portrayed as the strong knights in shining armour who come
o save the day.

Ara thase gender steredtypes still as prevalent in the relationships in our
modem society? It doas seem that in some aspects, soclety's attitude
towards gender stereatypes is shifting

The Gunden Role Shift

In the past wives were expected (o be homemakers and play a nurturing
rote in the family. Women were generally expected to be domesticated
halves in the relationship, staying at home to cook and clean while thelr
husbands worked. Thankfully, this patriarchal paradigm that women
belong in the kitchen is no longer relevant in today's world

In the past, it was also more common forwomen (o ‘marry up’— a kady
from & lower socioeconamic class marmying a man from a higher social
class, However, white collar women and blue collar men pairings have
become more frequent these days.

With increased educational opportunities for women in this common age.
many are able join the workforce and cam their cwn keep, which allows
them to be fnancially independent and prevents them from having to rely
on their pariners for economical support

Simitarty, both men and women can cock up a storm in the kitchern
nowadays, the male partners in a relationship can be the ones cooking for
their girtfriends or wives instead of the other way ancund. Evidence that
patriarchal paradigms are slowly fading out can be found in the tripled
number of male homemakers in the United Kingdom from 1996 to 2011

While male partnars used to be considered the dominant halves in
relationships, it ne longer nngs true. In many marriages, the woman
controls the family finahces and makes most of the crucial decisions

Maost of us have probably had experiences where our mothers called the
shots instead of our fathers for decisions ranging from where to eal for
lunch, to the budget allocated for a family holiday,

by Notodie Knan
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However, the date debate is still ongoing —should the man always pay on
the first date? A study on millennial women found that 46% of them fesl
quilty if they don't pay on a first date. While the expeciation that guys
should pick up the tab on the first date still holds up; most ladies are
willing to go dutch on subsequent oocasions, especially if they enter into a
committed relationship.

Commaunication in o Redotionahip

When it comes to the emotional needs in a relationship, women tend to
have a preference for talking openly about their problems. whie men
might utter a few words and it ends there,

Studies have found thal women bond by talking and sharing expeniences
wilh each other. On the contrary, men bond by doing things together—
which might explain why they need to grab a beer with the lads once in
awhile Since they are not very vocal creatures and many not air their
grievances all the time, we certainly cannot fault them for needing to
urvwinc.

Even though men and women express love diferently, they bath have the
basic need to be loved Both genders also require emotional reassurance
from time to ime, which provides each party with a sense of security and
emoticnal satisfaction with the relationship.

Men often express their love in actions, such as buying gifts. taking their
partners out to thelr favourite restaurant for dinner. or simply picking them
up from school or work. This is uniike women, who are verbally expressive
In mature and afarm thedr make partnens with words.

A good way to gain satisfaction from a relationship would be to recognise
your partner's investments into the relationship and realise that every
individual expresses love in diferent ways
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MORE THAN JUST ll'e"ES AT STAKE

Women and girls make up 71% of
trafficked individuals, while men nd boys
Form 29% of human *uml?-r*m"g vietims
across the world according to @ report
relsased tast year in December by the
United Nations Orfice on Drdgs and Crime
(UNODC), Bven though women and girls
make up the largast proportion of sex
tratficking victime, a small percenta ge '\F
men and l:'m', are trafficked into the =
industry as wel, with the malority of men
peing Forced intg the hard labour market
in Industries ke construchion,
manufacturing and mining.

In 2016 aglone, estimated annial profits
Prom asx Srablicking in Asia totalled a
whopping S812.2 billion accarding to the
L8, State Department's 2016 " Trafickin

in Persons” (TIP) report—an alarming
rerlaction of the lucrative sex touriem
market n tha region, Alfhciah Singapore
Jgins a long list o€ nations across the
worid to enforce decidgnated red-light
areas to réegulate sexudl services, the
dawn of the internet age has turned the
industry on its head-paving the way for an
exponential surgs in human trafficking on
an unprecedented scale.

We've even sean it locdly, where numerous
onime forums and websites rote the
perfarmances of sex workers, alehg withan
increase in orling advertisements promoting
sexual semicesin the heartiands, private
Flate or gven discreet public spoces. The rise
of mobile apps have dlso aliowed Tegal sex
workers to dizguise ther idantities and offer
sexiial services with the aim of anorymity 1o
sperate under the radar and go undetected
by the authorities.

THE ABSURD i REALHTY
BEHIND HUMAN TRAFFICKING

As the third largest international erime industry after the jllegal
drugs and global arms trade, human trafficking is big business -
raking in prafits of USDIS0 billion globally each year as a resultof
exploited labour, according to figures released by the
Internaticnal Labour Organization and affecting the lives of over
21 million men, women and children in the process.

BY PRABHU SILVAM

Commonly known as “modern-day slavery”, the far-reaching
impact of human trafficking means human exploitation has
became a global pandemic taking many forms: from the smuggling
of babies in West Bengal, India to the illegal recruitment of
conatruction workers across the Thai-Myanmar border, o the
human organ harvesting trade in China.

BEHING-THE-SCENES

A common fr.:-'"",:ept.'-ar. 15 that human
traflicking is done in a clandestine
manner—images of people tightly packed
into shipping contiainers apcard large
veseels plying Megal saa reutes readily coma
to mind. The reglity is howaver, that the
victims of medern day human Erafficking
orten embark on the Journeys by
thamsealves, trovelling Prom country to
country vierlegal means which makas it
practicaly impeossible for authorities to

detect.



In Singopore Cor exampla; victims of sex
trafbicking are usudlly brought nta the
country under tourist visas, or on the
pretext of marriage, educational, orJob
prospects, during wihich they are Porced
inte providing ilicit sexual senvices. Hagar,
an crgdnisation which helps women and
chitidrenin Singapore, Said it saw 22
traficking victims in Singapore in 201é6-a
mgre than 50X Jump compared to 2015

For the man, they are often jured to
Singopore by tratfickers with the promise
of work permmts i the construction
industry which alow them to live and work
in Singapore far a maxirdm of twe yearsn
both cases, victims 'are ot ten conned with
the promize of a betber [ive, high-paying
Jobs and innocent-sounding Job scopes;
Very oflen, victims of human trofticking

A QO

rom poverty-stricken
inds=making them the ideql
demagraphic For exploitation by
traffickers wha promise them the world
and beyond, Once here, they are
corfronted with The shocking raality of
their actual Job scopes and their intially
promised wages are slashed
tramendously, it at all they gef paid in
the first place,

come £

The currant, unprecedented laval of
human migraticn across the world
becatize of war and conflict has only
added to the global human trafficking
industry, with large scores of vulnarable
women and children at risk of being
exploited for sex or the global humen
organ trade by tra®fickers who prey upon
desperate peoplehoping to seak refugein
obher countries.

WHY CANT VICTIMS ESCAPE?

o

Escaping From the oycie of haman
tralPicking izt as easy as taking your
things and walking out the door from o
aob that you dislike, Threatened with
death and persecution, most vietims are
often fearful of the repercuss
they might: face if they repart or seek

help From the authorities.

It iz also important to note that a
madsority of the victims pay lump sums of
money to their traffickers in order tio
tand “appartunities” abroad, leaving them
saddled with debts which often toke
gntire lifetimas to pay off. In some cases,
the debts gt passed on to future
generations paving the way Por an
unending cycle ok sxplsitation with no end
in sight.

Leaving the country is aiso aut of the
guestion pecause viclims passports are
sften illegally confiscated by traflickers,
adding to the fact that the victims
usually have little or no financial
resources ip escape with, Victims gre
usually unable to spedk the language of
the country they are working in and thus,
remain unable to communicate their
proviems to outcidars.

Perpetrators often threaten victims
with the safety of their families back
home inarder o exploit and manipulate
them into forced labour—psychologically
arresting them and leaving them with no

choice whatsoever,

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
WS [N SINGAPORE

ORGANISATIONS THAT
HELP TRAFFICKED
PERSONS IN SINGAPORE

THE HUMANITARIAN
ORGANISATION FOR MIGRATION
ECONOMICE (HOME) A non-profit
organisation that helps migrant
workers.

HAGAR SINGAPORE

An NGO committed to the
recovery and economic
empowerment of women and
children who are survivors of
extreme human rights abuse.

EMANCIPASIA

A volunteer-run organisation
battling against modern-day
slavery in Singapore and the
region.

TRANSIENT WORKERS COUNT TOO
An NGO that promotes equitable
treatment for migrant workers
in Singapore.




BY YIN LOON

1[G LISTT

WHERE RULE

The Mosuo tribe regide
between Tibet and Yunnan,
and 1dve in large
extended family
houssholds: At the head of
each is-a matriareh both
lineage and property are
passzed down via the female =ide of the family. The
women typleally handle business decisions, while men
handle politics

The tribe practises walking mArrisges where women
choose thelr partners by literally walking to the
mans home. Traditionally, couples dou't live together
- children remain with their mothers and sometimas
the fathers identity is unknown.

MINANGKABAU

I'ne Minangkabau 1ive in
west Sumatra and is a
matrilineal gociety of
about & million people
'ribal laws dictate that
all clan property be
transferred from mother to daughter. In this tribe,
women rule the domestic realm and A man takes the
role of clan chief, although women can remove him
from of fice if he is unfit to roje.

lpon marrisge, 4 woman has her
quarters where her t

but

owhn sleeping
usband may sleep with her
te has to breakfast at his own mother's howe.

[ AKAN _

Predoninantly residing in
chana, the Akan society is
bullt arcound the matrician
the founders of which
are fensle - where ones
1dentity; inhoritance
wealth, and politics are
determined. However, men
ars traditienaily the
leaders within their
soolety And these inherited
roles are pasced down

matrilineally, through &
mAns rothers or sisters.

| BRIBRT

e

all indigenous group in the

I'a anca canton in Costa
the Bribri are clan based, with
each clan consisting of An
extended family determined
through the women Gnly women
are traditionally allowed to

inherit land, and are given the
right to prepare the cacao thats
used in their sacred rituale

2\Zb

'E;i;iﬂiz‘* 1.;15 1are more familiar with a
archal society where a famii

,. amily,

Eﬂzf or state is governed by a maa;l

5B youre a Peranakan - a ‘

- r Singapore (

;ilzxi::;s;.a} where women rulegtife :o:;l:;d

I Are some other societies .

the world that iy
JHhat place women on e

or even higher, standing than mg;aal.

matriarchal societ ¥ in

| KHAST |

The matrilineal
Khasi tribe 1ive

youngest
daughter is the
cuatedian of the ancegiral property. When the
mother has no daughters, the inheritance goes to
her sister's youngest daughter or female kin: men
are prohiblted from inheriting real property.

{nce married. men live in their mother-in-law's
homes and their children take on thelr mothers
surname. Men are not entitled to take part in

family gatherings

BIJAGO

Among the Bijago tribe of
iuines HissAlw women
possess all the power to
manage the econcmy, social
welfare, snd the law; they
are absslute owners of
both house and land. While
the village chief is male,
e is determined by his
connection through
matrilineal descent. Women
are entitied to doany job
they want, while men are
turned toonly Tor fTarming hunting and fiahing
women select thelr husbands, amd can force a
divorce - after which the men will keep the
children.

| TUAREG.

‘he Tuareg Are a semi-nomadic tribe that live
acroas the Sahara Desert. Imlike most Islamic
societies, the women don't wear veils
do. Plus women are allowed to

have sex before marriage and
can have multiple partners as
long a5 they are private about it
{men arrive al women nts arter
dark and leave before sunrisel Its
highly rude for a man to eat in
front of a woman he cant have cex
with-

the men

This soclety traces
their bloodline
womerl, with
women owning the
tents and all of
the animals.
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HOW GENDER

IMBALANCE

AFFECTS ASIA

The human pex Tatlo, or the number of males par 100
females, varies greatly between countriss The blologieal
norm i for the sex ratlo at birth 1o be about 105 moTe
or less (Juot over 51¥ boyo and just under 49T girlel
However, women ctatistically outlive men globally, so it's
not purprising that the gex ratio of the West - and in
Eingapore (97.56) = leane in favour of women

Cn the other hand, thers are other countriss - motably
China and India - whers the oppoaite ratio is abnormally
high: 107 and 10¢ respectively, ascording to a 2015 UN
report.

INDIA'S GENDER|
GAP PROBLEM

THE FACTS: Men cutnusber women in India by 43 million. Under
pormal eircumstances, this should be & statistical impessibility
that can only be caused by a global contlagration. 5o, where
hava all the girls gonme? The uncomfortably short answer female

infanticide,

Compounded over decades, and mognified by the number of
undooumented sex-selective infantivides in India, suddenly the
pressnoe of 47 million more men plarts to add up

ECONOMIC DISPARITY

Women have always struggled to sssert their equal place at the
economle tatle, as India hes traditionally besn & patriarchal
pocdety whers old hatdts dis hard

In a perfect situstion, Indis by default would be a world leader
in adding women to its vast workforcs in all levels of the
pconomy. Tet, betwesn 006-2018 1t lad the world in the percentage
decline of women in tha economy, dropping from an slready low nd
{in 2006} to an abyamal 27% (in 20150

Wany experts argue 1t's betause more Wimen Bre e.nren:.:_:g mJ lor
remaining inl school, or that the drop has come iy rural reglons,
where higher crop yields have led women to leave the
agricultural workforce.

India is loaing the battle to keep women In the workforos, as ita
women become economically disenfranchised: women AveTage Juat
2088 for every dollar a man eaIne

Fopular anscdotal evidence backa the {dea that & well-sducated
young woman iz more marriageable, with many recent gocounts of
women completing their degrees but naver working, or gdmply
paguaing from the workforos into marriags. While stats are har? to
poms by on this front, just lock at any popular matchmaking sits
{Shaadisom, Indiancupddocom, etol

The obvious canary in the coal mine here is India's infamously
high instance of sexusl assault - which could be attributed to
+he lack of marriage prospects Even asong married women, theories
poelt that & relative surplus of men in a community incresses the
likslihood of physical abuse by husbands; men will exercise strict
control over women's behaviour when women's relatiomehip options
ara plentiful and men's own oplione are limited.

GENDER IMBALANC

The top 10 countries with male-skewed gender imbalonces
include the Middle East {ie, Gatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia), along
with China and India. With China and India oiready being the
two most populous countries on earth, these factors have
combined to give Asha (as a whols) o male-skewed gender

imbalance of over 100 millicn. |

In the case of the Middle East, it's due to the extremely
régh percentage of male Foreign workers. Corwersely in
Ching and India, the opposibe is true: they have net male
emigration (meaning more men keave to work overseas
than women), |

The irony is-that women outiive men by an average of 3
years despite our collectively improving diets ond better |
healthcare, While there are myriod reqsons behind
localised gender imbaances (Bg, Russian women outiive men
By 13 years due to higher levels of clecholism), geneticists
are now dimost positive it relates to cur ditferent
chromoscmes — men's XY, women's XK.

g, despite women living longer, why is the sex ratio still
skewed Cowards men? What's causing this imbalonce, and
what are the social and economic implicaticns of this gap?

CHINA'S GENDER

GAP PROBLEM it

j‘; 2:];3. China 'had A58 pi1Mon more men than woman, and the
< n';;'z 98X ;ar..o Wes attributed to sex-selective abortion Rnd
referance for & mals child, as people balis a s

tnsure thelr familiss' Bloodlips :.!P;Iﬁ:::'?;;ﬂ et

1|.:| the :‘arr'.ﬂ_,ge Bqueess in China, the sex rat!
:1;5:}- 1:na.;aa :11.1:1:-1:‘. & marriage partnsr. Mors young urban women

- 8180 putiing off marrisge becauss they canm, becauss they aresg
Bpgnding “n husbands for inooms, thanks to the fact tr-a;.?:'u
gonder pay gap is not pronounsed. This has regulted in the -;;mm

of 34 willion single men who PRk o
in Vietnam - for brides, oL 1ooking overseas - like

o imbalanse lsayves

The mele pex ratioc ip alss accountdng for =

the riss in crime Bmong young men, which

can theoretically be linked to the -

Iadvu:se marrisge market conditions

imarrisd men are statistically lses likely

‘t:c com=it erimssl The abduction of women r
Lo sale as brides is alss becoming more —

commgn, and the imbalancs is fuslling i '
demand for proatitution f 'i

N

THE FUTURE?

Three generations afber sex-selective abortions began,
thewr impact will still be falt. According to the Institute of
DPevelopment Research, there will be 20X more single men
Thar women by 2050 in India, and by 2055 in Ching.




THE POWER

By Violet Koh

OF CINEMATICS

(through the Male Gaze)

HAVE YOU EVER FAID ATTENTION TO THE WAY
CAMERAS FIRST INTRODUCE FEMALE CHARACTERST
MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, THEY MOVE IN A
BOTTOM-UF DIRECTION, REVEALING SLENDER LEGS
BEFORE FOLLOWING THE CURVES OF HER BODY UP
TO HER PERFECTLY SYMMETRICAL FACE. AND WE
WONDEE WHY WOMEN SUFFER FROM LOW SELF
ESTEEM AND BODY IMAGE ISSUES, THIS IS BUT AN
UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCE OF THE MALE GAZE.
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WHAT IS THE MALE GAZE?

The Male Gaze refers to how media deplcts women through a
hetero- sexual man's point of view, where they are presented
as passive objects for male pleasure. Colned by one of the
mest notable film theorists in the world in 1975, Laura Mulvey
has accurately portrayed our misogynistic soclety In

which her work is still highly relevant today.

Now, we should mention that women also
partake in the Male Gaze. In fact, they project
it unto themselves as they are constantly
subjected to unrealistic expectations of
beauty Imposed by popular culture.

I¢ THERE A FEMALE GAZE?

Indeed there Is, and It is not simply the
opposite of the Male Gaze. Rather, It adopts
& "non-gaze" approach, depicting women as
subjects instead of abjects. Films that
embrace the female gaze include The Flano
(1943), The Virgin Suicides (1999) and Fish
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MALE GAZE IN POPULAR CULTURE

Scantily clad, busty chests and curvy Pums: we ust described
Regina George from Mean Girls, Alice from Eesident Evil and
even Wonder Woman. Be it attending school or fighting evil, they
still abide by the less-is-more code when it comes to wearing
clothes.

This may or may not come as a shocker, but even Disney Is no
exception to the Male Gaze. Princess Jasmine wore crop tops
before it went Inte trend and Ariel lives in a seashell bikini top.

We are so desensitised to these images that it would be
strange to imagine the situation reversed. Imaging if male
superheroes dressed like female ones.

IF Ha"-.I.E BUFERHEROE!’&W CURVES
LIKE FEMALE SUPERHEROES...

Tank (2009). These movies tap on the
audience's auditory senses and visually
aesthetic scenes to express feminine
point of views.

IF@\M"@ i For example, The Virgin Suicides uses

warm colour tones such as yellow and
salmon, and Feminine motifs like flowers

TAPPING ON THE nd unil T rt farmal iy,
CAZE and unlcorns to portray female juvenility.
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A MANIC PIXIE DREAM GIRL (MPDG)?

Eemember Summer from 500 Pays of
Summer? How about Belle from Beauty and
the Beast (1991)? Defined by Nathan Rabin
as a fantasy figure who “exists solely in
the fevered imaginations of sensitive
writer-directors to teach broodingly soulful
young men to embrace life and its infinite
mysteries and adventures,”, 8 manic pixie
dream girf's purpose is to brighten up
bitter male characters’ lives.

Upen falling in love with Belle, Beast
transforms from a cynical furball to an
aptimistic charming prince while Belle
has zere character development.
Realistic much?

THE BECHDEL TEST?

Created by Alison Bechdel, it aims to measure how much
presence women have in films and other works of fiction,
To pass the test, the film must pass three criteria:

1) it has to have at least two women in it,

2) who talk to each other, about
2) something besides a man

The test may sound simple,

. but you'll be surprised how many
'  mevies do not meet Its criteria,
 The Avengers, Lord of The Rings,

Avatar, and Harry Fotter
: and the Deathly Hallows:
\\\ Fart Z, to name a few.

WHAT DO WOMEN TALK

7/%/
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A New Generalion
of Scientists

WOMEN IN STEM WITH MS JORDAN DEBONO

Meet Ms Jordan Debone, a yeung research

sciertist whe is part of a new generation of i 0
women in STEM (Science, Technology, b e, b
Engineering and Maths) working in a field v ol g -
once dominated by men, el

She recently tock part in the Queensiand
Women in STEM competition and wen the
Pecple's Choice Award for her research
into anake venom research. Her PhD
research project is contributing to an
understanding of the human bleod system
and its interactions with toxing which could
lead to the development of new drugs to
combat heart disease, stroke and disbetes

In Australia, women comprise more than haif
of PhD science gradustes and early career
researchers, but just 17% of senior
academics in Australian universities and
research institutes according to the
Australion Academy of Science. Only 6% of
Australians in STEM professions are women,
and make up less than one-Tifth of
Australisns qualfied in science, technology,
engneering and maths.

As Jordan aptly puls: "There may be more
females enrclled in science degrees,
however as you go up the professional
ranks from masters and PhDs, to post
doctorates and fellows, to associate
professors and prof essors, female numbers
dwindle ®

Women in STEM has also been & hot topic of
interest in Singapore with an article in The
Straits Times highlighting that “nearly three
in 10 research scientists and engineers in
Singapore in 2014 were women, according
to A*Star statistics. Has this to do with the L
structure of our education system or is it . ..
the work environment that is creating a
barrier for females to enter professional
STEM jobs?"

A casual interview over coffee with my
former university mate, Jordan reveals the
challenges faced and rewvards gamed and
what it means to be 8 woman in STEM. | Tirst
met Jordan in eone of our final year classes,
"Advances in Marine Biclogy®, when we were
both in Dr Bryan Fry's lab learning about
animal toxins and poisons.

I The transition from undergraduate studies to
my honours praject year was probably where |
experienced the steepest learning curve
Honours year was where independent learning
was emphasised Many areas such as stetistical
analyses, experimental planning and proposal
writing had to be picked up whilst working on my
praject and having a say in how the praject
runs sometimes conflicts with the way
supervisors envision £. Ukimately, being opento
new ideas, receptive to constructive erticiem
from peers and seniors as well as having the
intistive to ask Tor hele when needed are all
realy important for overcoming these barriers

Finding & balsnce between personal gosals and
career aspirations is a tough decision many
women have to face. Whether to leave the
science sector and seek a stable job and
income to start a family, or cortinue to pursue
& career as a research scientist where job
security and income stabilty may mean delaying
starting a family. | have met successful female
scierfists with young families but they were al
hacked by hushands with stable jobs and
ncomes. In the same vein, | have met
successful female scientists who have risen in
rank and are happy either being single or are
with & pertner and they both do not want
children. I is a personal choice whether ta
start a family young or to climb the ranks as a
senior scientist and establish a family unit later
on in e There are no right or wrong answers
&8 everyone faces diferent circumatances

Persistence and passion £ sounds cliché
but if you do what you love and enjoy, then you
will be wiling to put in the hard yards to
eccomplish what you set out to achieve, When
you face negative criticism or judgement, it
should fuel the fire in you and only further
mativate you to finish what you started

Cairpeay | Lsoe 481 15
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SINGAPORE FOOI FESTIVAL 2017 (SFF)
WHEN: 14 - 30.JUL 2017
WHERE: VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Showcasing Singapore’s rich heritage, culture and love for
food, the 5FF is an annual festival serving local favourites
and contemporary dinlng. The festhal's signature event,
STREAT, takes place on 14-15 July where |ocal fare will be
given a modern twist, Other events include ION Orchard
Culinary Creations, Kueh Appreciation Day by Slow Food
and Open Stoves by Timbre+,

'y

TIX

7-% Jul 2017 | ¥prm
Esplanade Theokre
Tickets: $35 - $£75

Singapore
Dance Thealre:
Masterpiece

i Motiown

Feaburing classic jewel g:‘.qr,us thal skanels bhe course D-!- Fimax
i SOT's rzftrtu[‘rt Ligk, Bhiz seasow showeases fasclnoling
PHOWVES renowmed thberaational cmgrarhzrs. The
chion will see the company’s premierse of The Four
ermperaments by George Balanchine, followed by a
Premiere by Eduiaard Linng, and a restaging of Paguita,
chnrtﬂgrup?-u} after Mariws Pelipa,

T P L e R e S

14-30 Jul 2017 | 2pm
Droma Celbre Theatre
Ticketls: $&6% - $12%

! The Great Wall:
Ovne Worman's
. Uour'wa\j

"o wall koo kall, we __jmmj too Lowng, wilwess the love #$
courage of Meng Jang Hil®, an unforgettable Love story that
will bouch bhe hearts of young awd old, One Woman's Journey
is sk in Lreperial Chine Shere o young womon emboris on o
brave journey, The produckion is7a musical adaptation of the
legend of Méng Hang N’ - ene of China's Four Great
Folistales, Mok to menkion, komegrowh singer-songuriber
Mathan Hartone will be starting Dn bthe show!

Cingxis | Fsuc 43 | 1

L=y

|
|

_ PRODUCTIONS '

FOR YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN TICKETS AND
PREMIUMS, CHECK OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE!

SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL OF ARTS 2017 (SIFA]
WHEN: 28 JUN -9 SEP 2017

WHERE: VARIOUS LOCATIONS

The annual arts festival aims to inspire through great
international and Singapore artistic experiences in performance,
theatre, dance and music in settings that range from living-room
theatres to nature museums, This year's theme is "Enchantment’,
where it is described as "an antidote against populism, alienation,
against excessive rationality and control’

14-15 Jul 2017 | Fpm
Mostercard Theatres,
Marina Boau Sokmds
Tickeks: $55 - 475

1 Ej A
Conecert: A
Dreom is o Wish

ey

A Y hcam

N

ISANAE b

A raulbi-medio enperience performed by tolented
Broadeau-caliber singers, & Dreom (2 o Wish explores
mmmﬁa moreenks and feats of heroes and heroines
from Frozen, The Little Mermaid, Pocahontas and more.
The reusical ensemble is direcked by mulbiple aword=
winming conductor, Jessica Gethin, one of the fews female
conduckors in the male-dominaked orchestra pit,

2¥-29 Jul 2017 | ¥pm
Mastercard Theakres,
Mariva Bay Sands
Tickebs: $45 - 135

Voices of the
Amwozoln

Froud bo be malking ks Asian

riiere in Stwgopere, Voices
of the Arozon 15 o passiohate
dance musical exploring the
irpact of deforestation in the Amozow rainforest awd
embracing the spirit of Brazil, Featuring an array of ballet,
conberporary dances and oo hiaurfﬂrma.hct also
incorporabes tensational ru h soukds recorded
from bhe Amazon ralnforest,

PAIRS
TIX

ire, E
COTeS



The Circle (July &)
| cast: Tom Hanks, Emma Watson,
Bill Paxton, Patton Oswalt

Mae Holland (Emma Watson) lands her
dream job at the world’s most powerful
soclal media company, The Circle.
Founded by Eamon Balley. (Tom Hanks),
' he encourages her to participate ina
groundbreaking experiment that pushes
< the boundaries af priuacv,t eth{;c;:rrlﬁgnni
- HANKS ] . Her involvement an I
HEBIR :ﬁfggﬁ affect the ilves of her friends,
family and ultimately, humanity.

Dunkirk (July 20)
Cast: Tomn Hardy, Cilllan Murphy, James D'Arcy

Directed by acclaimed filmmaker Christopher Nolan,
the film is based on the historical Dunkirk Evacuation
during WWII. Upon being surrounded by the German
army, the show follows the perils and evacuation of
Allled troops on the beaches of Dunkirk.

B‘ﬁs G-DRAGON 25 May = 30 Jun 2017

K-Live Senbosa
Tickets: 423 - 429

K-Live Sentosa K-Po

Hologram Theatre 2017

K-live Senboss feabures K-pop chars using o dedicabed 47
kologram , where bhe audlence s able to babernct
wiith pe T3 adach wice verso, The do-minube hologronm
ghons comsists of o dance performomnce, o magic thow ard
K-Fop comcerts by Wonder Girls, 2Py and GOT7. The

VHwarice, G-DRAGON shms 15 o shomy of hows G-DRAGON got
his start from a precocicus lid to the lead of BIG BANG
akcl beling o solo artistk :

T T RS L L _ ot T . SR e SOt T RIS S LA, " o s I, 2 TR L e

14 Aug 2017 | Fpm
The Star Thealre
Tickels: $67-f14%

Bastille

- (-] by gmee =
2017
SF3 BE MY FANTASY
IN SINGAPORE -
i

After o sold=oub show of The Coliseun
2015 and o rousing performance as part of
the Forraula 1 Shagapare Grand Prix in
2016, Brikish Uadie op oct Bastille returs ko

ki
% Stngapore, Their Wild Weorld album debubed
E
[
§

30 Jum 2017 | 7.30pm
Grond Theatre
Tickels: $12% - 207

2017 SF2 Be My
| FQMEQSj In
Singa.pbra

straight ab #1 on bhe UK charks and gatned
% spot in the top 50 of NMEEs Albums of the
Fear, with cabchy singles Like "Eood Erief
and Send Then OHF,

N R L s TR

26 Aug 2017 | Fpm
Mabional Skadium

Sehsabional Fealing 9 (559) (s o
Tickets: $12¥-f23%

Soubl Koreas bow i,
FNC Enberbainmint’s f.jrse dance

Ipstiamcs W v Foo Fighters
T J
album Feelin ke, the The Amnericom rock oubfib rakes o
basmel bas m& Lk ke Be boy

cormebacte ko our shores ofber early boeo
decodes simes twir Losk performancs, and
after cancelling bwir comcert in 2012 due
ke Tove Grrobl's medicol condibion, Gt
T !ﬁmkm&hmﬂmum'ﬂLﬂn}
Life!, of You' and the Grarmm-
simiing frock, The Preteader,

five o several music charts,
They are enbarkding o bhelr
ﬁr:frbmur around the region,

Caniipeas | lasie 117



BALLS

AND OTHER
ANNOYING
i ISSUES e

Hormones. The mere word makes everyone cringe, as
it affects each of us in very different, embarrassing
ways. However, as nature won't be satisfied untif
she’s weirded us out, some animals go through way
weirder experiences.

hile some of you guys may
have heard of the term ‘blue
balls’, and even fewer of you

have actually experienced it everyone
knows how sensitive a pair of gonads are.
There's a reason nobody sends photos of
them to random people,

On the contrary, male monkeys (like
vervets and mandrills), love to advertise
their dangly bits - because their family
jewels are bright biue in colour - by
sitting with their legs spread open. IU's a
sign of machismo, since the bluer and
bigger they are, the more they get swiped
right on monkey Tinder. And mothers kick
blue-balled juveniles out of their group so
they dont inbreed.

Hamster

Canpus | lssme 4% | 18

Turning balls hlue isn't the only way
hormones advertise their presence.
Anyone who's owned hamsters, gerbils
or ather rodents will notice that males
will develop enlarged goolies once in
awhile. Larger goolies create more
spearm, hecause to stand out from the
rat pack {and get his genes passed on),
he needs all the help he can get. This
means he has to put up with looking like
ne's dragging a couple of bowling balls
in his sack.

Since we're on the topic of testes,
everyone knows the testosterone within
is the reason males develop strong
breeding instincts. However, for male
semelparous animals, sex is a fatal
once-in-a-lifetime affair. For example,
the antechinus {a marsupial) stores a
month's warth of sperm in his gonads
and then goes on a breading rampage
until his tank is empty, exhausting him
so much that his fur falls off, he bleeds
internally, and then he dies.

At least he gets to keep his body intact;
when a male drone bee mates, his
explosive ejaculation actually rips his penis
off {and then he dies).

Tao bad these males don't have the skills
of the Arctic squirrel = thanks to bitterly
cold and long winters, they hibernate by
stopping the production of testosterone
which shrinks their testicles down,
However, that means that every March,
they have to go through puberty all over
again. Hormones can be a pain in the
balls.
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Some of you probably grew up experiencing
Osgood-Schlatter disease - a common
cause of knee pain that occurs during
growth spurts when bones, muscles and
tendons change rapidly. However, everyone
eventually grows out of it, but if you happen
to be a male moose, this painful problem
lasts a lifetime.

Moose antlers grow an inch a day, during
which it's covered with fuzzy (and
sensitive) velvet which makes the antlers
super painful to the touch. When the
antlers are big enough, the velvet is shed,

RELATIONSHIPS:
THE CLINGY GUY

While having a clingy partner isn't
most people’s idea of a relationship
goal, some of you have probably
been through one or two sticky
partners who were hard to shake off.
But what if your partner is way more
clingy, like a male deep-sea
anglerfish?

Anglerfish

You see, when a male deep-sea
anglerfish sets his sights on a female
{(who is much, much larger than he is),
he latches onto her and literally
becomes part of her - his circulatory
system is looped into hers, reducing
him to a gonad whose only purpose is
to contribute sperm. It's a similar fate
for the male Spoonworm, who simply
gets sucked into the female's genital
chamber where he becomes
something like a slow-release sperm
tablet.

Perhaps a worse male fate is reserved
for the Argonaut octopus, whose sole
purpose in life is to simply shoot
sperm - via a dart-like penis - into a
passing female, and then he dies
without ever having contact with the
female.

Argonaut
Octopus

so you'd think it'd be happy being pain-free.
But hormones makes this 600kg beast a
masochist, so he goes antler-fencing with
other guys during the mating season. After
that, the 80lb antlers simply fall off, and the
whole antler-growing process begins all
over again! Because hormones are
sadists, this cycle only ends when the
bull is castrated, and he ends up with
retarded-looking antlers.

On a side note, some female moose also
grow antlers, just like some women have
visible chin hairs... because, hormones.

BIRDS
AND BEES:

You've probably been through sex ed,
meaning you probably know that it
involves inserting Tab A into Slot B. But in
the animal world, there is more than one
way to procreate.

Except for some ducks, birds don't
actually have penises, so they literally
bump uglies; known as cloacas, they are
openings that are either filled with semen
or eggs.

We all know that hermaphrodites have
both sexes within them, but have you
heard of gender role reversals? We're not
talking about baby-carrying daddy
seahorses - we're talking about the
neotrogla, a type of lice. The females have
penises, and the males have the
equivalent of a vagina - the weird thing is,
she penetrates him... not to deliver
sperm, but to collect it.

Wombat

Seahorse

The neotrogla isn't the only female with a
male-like extension - the female spotted
hyena has a ‘pseudopenis’, which can get
up to 7 inches long! The weird part is that
it isn't used to penetrate at all - to mate,
the male has to go through her entire
shaft with his own penis (in this case, it's
fair to say that size matters). As if that's
not bad enough for her, she later has to
give birth through this pseudopenis.

Speaking of penises, marsupials are a
weird bunch - did you know that the
appendage of an adorable male echidna
has four heads? Most other male
marsupials, like possums and wombats,
only have... two heads. The reason is
simple: female marsupials have two uteri
(and kangaroos have 3 vaginas - it's
complicated).
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3 I'1’S ONLY
J NATURAL

‘i Why do people believe you need

I'”S ONLY NORMAL |

Iogical conclusion is that your
physicol body determines how
yoi should behave and interact with people around you

: Bous need o be strong, phusically active, rough and notural-born
This situation 15 all too common,and most people i T3 leaders: They need to take charge in a team, all while showing little ta
who read this would know someone whio has been N no emation. They need to suck it up and take one for the team
in this situation. Unfortunarely, girls are not spared J Because boys are supposed to be tough and strong, they have no
from this brutal gender- conforming lectures efther reason to cry, They are born to be the phusically sironger gender;
They are told 1o “nct like a lady” and be more right? With all the testosterone pumping in their system, why should
“ladylike’ They are required to be more homely they show any form of weakness?

and accept being the weaker gender,

Girls, on the other hand, are differenc Their bodies were bailt 1o szart
and nurture famihies. They need to be lowing, kind, ond soft, to mise
children whi can be pmoductive members of sociely, They need o let
their ‘strong and intelligent’ husbands handle money issues. Girls
need 1o ledrm to b good mothers and wives. They should corry
themselves with poise and elegance, with control and dignitu. They
have no need o [ight bock = they néed to set a good example for
their kids and other women.

These labels are used by aduls from all walks of
life: parents at home, teachers in school, coaches in
sports teams, community leaders, erc, People use it
ta get kids @ conform o their gender behaviors
and expect them to comply. If everyone uses
such statements, it must be proven o be tseful,
s0.it's only normal that we do it too.

T
~ NURTURING
DISORDER

Bediaying
Loty lidee

9 B ¥
W These kids then go on lving their All chis to maintain the image that 9 i j& r \
liwes thinking that such ideals ane they are strong and unshakable, “ 1 '-'~ v 1 -
normal and expected. It has pushed ; i

men ta bottle up their emations and
feelings, refusing to seek help and
ultimately suffering damaging
effects o their physical and mental
health.

On auerage, men dié younger than
women. This is not due tojust their
jobs but the fact thot they oveid
seeing doctors when they need to,
They prolong treatmeént for minoe
ailments that can hove drastic
effects on the body, and dan't speak
o a therapist for mental heaith
jssues, Before they know it thisy hove

dlready succumbed o theirallments:
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Women dre notspared from the
effects as well, Balys and girls are
rased o think that men and women
are nof equal That women are more
home-bound and family-ortented.
That they are too loving and nice o
make a good commander and chief
This perceprion has created a glass
cefling that many women struggle 1o
brealo it limits their promotions and
]'.II'CI'\FEC[H. I'.I‘L"I'.IILI Le ma F!I'.J'I_,.:l_' ment
feels the job would be suited fora
mian, Their entire carcer path is
being judged more by their gender
than whar théy can bring to the
talble.

i

We need to make a conscious effort to
raise kids to be the best version of
themselves rather than the ideal
form of thelr gender. We are much
more complex than that. We each
have our own stories and personalities
that make vsunique: we should be

on that rather than what we
have between our legs.

0
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Say hello to Alex and Jamie - both gender neutral names with
no intention %0 gubsume into & gpecific role or stereotype.
Now, it’s up to you to dress them however you'd like, for the
eraft of cutting paper and fashioning clothes is to be enjoyed -
and experimented — by everyone.
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