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The outdoors beckons. You are captivated by its breathtaking sights, Y thia DlEio0e SO A 1 4
fresh air, blue skies and endless possibilities. When you get out there far from home

you can feel the pure intensity and excitement that comes from 0 :

following your passions but the allure of the outdoors is different for S —

everyone.

Outdoor Channel unlocks a rich collection of stories, personalities,
challenges and motivational forces that reflect the desire to get out
there and be a part of passionate communities of outdoor lifestyles
and events.

A

Share your favourite outdoor images and stories with us on aurpoak

www.facebook.com/OutdoorChannelAsia CHANNEL.

#WhatGetsYouOutThere?
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BY GERMAINE LEOW

ASIA

Although we may yearn to go on adventurous voyages
and explore Caraway land, it is not so bad to visit our
neighbeuring countries for starters,

G

mmtmtzmmﬁmnmmmﬂm
ideal for a short gataway. Affordable food and shopping
might: be considered their strong ossets, especially et
popular markets where you can haggle. A personal favourite
witld be the Chatuchak Markes, although there are other
markets fo explore, like the suthentic Damnoen Sodusak
flaating market, the Tolad Bol Fol retro market, or the hipster

Gat lost In the mary night markets in Taipei! At aboub 5 Hours Gram
Singopore, Tahwan mmﬂ}armnn#ehmarﬂgmdhud.ﬁm::
profusicn of cffordoble street markets, like the granddaddy 2hilin
Might Market lwith over 500 stalls), Ningxia (Pamaus far aystear
cmajettes), or Bache, one of the oldest in Taipel. The buzzing nightlife
at the meny clubs and live houses in bustiing areas fike Ximending also
means the right is always young!

9,

Want to be away From the city? Bali s iden! i€ your idea of fun is getting
your feet buried in o sandy beach, or exploring cultural highlights in places
ke Ubud or Tangh Lot IR you're troveling with g bunch of friends, you can
rent @ private villa which can be affordable. You can olss endoy some
watersparts — from surfing to whitewater nafting to diving. Elsewhere in
Indenesia, cheaper alternatives woild be Batam or Bintan, which are
mwemmhryrﬁﬁ_.

Although pricier, Secul remains g populor vacation spot. With the
fatest trends in fashion, beaurty end entertainment, it not surprising
stuidents fowe the city. thmmuwmmﬁmmq
and Dangdaemun, a huge shopping drea with tens of malls, Expenses in
Seoul can be gfferdable with the many bargain-Friendly strest markets
as well as dimdilbang - & curiols mix of sguna, spa and enterfainment
places that double ug as cheap accemmadation,

Q

As big as Malaysia is; we often forges it s more than Just going to
Penang for strest Pood, or Malgeca bo see historic sites land more
street Food), 3B iz Sust over our border, and makes For Malaysia's
easiest get-away. It's close and cheap to get to, and has sites like
ngdamrﬁsmlasﬁmpshnpphmdm = il within a burdget.

s | Bassar 30 017
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STUDENT-FRIENDLY CITIES
TO VISIT THIS DECEMBER

With youth comes curiosity and
the desire to explore — but how
can we skip out of town when
we're students on a tight budget?
With the upcoming December
holidays around the corner, where
can we go to feed our curious

1) AFFORDABLE LODGING:

There are plenty of cheap hotel cptions these days if you go to hotel
aggregate sites like Booking.com (it doesn't reguire prepayment. 1§
you prefer a more ‘local’ experience, Airbnb has plenty of options, os
youll be staying at someone’s house {although there is a risk that
they may cancel your booking for personal reasons). Cheaper still are
hostels thot dot any mador city — and are often spruced up to be
cheap, trendy and convenient. There are also free (yes, Cree)
accommodation options via Couchsurfing or share houses (ke
Borderless Housa) in Korea, Taiwan, and Japan.

% AFFORDABLE FLIGHTS:

Budget Mights are now giving us plenty of destination options, whether
youre flying within Asia or beyond, like on Scoot or Norwegian. You can
oleo search Might aggregate sifes ke Bkyscanner for discounted
full-zervice Pights that may even work out cheaper than a budget
airfine after you've factored in taxes, medals and luggage surcharges.

OUTSIDE ASIA

in case youre wondering if it is possible to travel out of Asiaona

budget... the answer is yes! With a strong SCD, it's possible to
travel to as far as Australia or Europe! There are now budget
airlines flying to Europe, plus prices for accommodation and foed
are pretty comparable to Australia (or even cheaper),

©

@mmmmﬁm for Singeporears, Melbourna is the city for

mmmmmwmmmmwmmmwwwmmm
m:mmmmwwmmmm“mnn
outlet shops; if youre into entertainment, there are plenty of cheap (or fres)
music vendes in the inner narth, Or go green with free entry o the Reyal Botanical
Gardens, or rent a bleyele and gxplore the Yarre Troil.

Q

it sounds cliché, but it's easy o lose yoursel? amidst London s warren of streets
and centuries-old architecture. While Buckingharm Palace and Big Banare

most-see sites, it you wont a bit of nature head over to Hyde Park lestablished in
1637 and one of the best city parks in the world) or Bushy Park ta spot roaming
deer, and-yes = bath free of charge! There are also many great free museums in
Lendan = ke the Natural Histary Museum, Natienal Gallery, or the V € A Museum.

u;mmtmmmmmmummerMnmh
Athens. With o wide armay of ancient ruing ke the Acropolis and Aristotie’s Lyoeum,
religious sites like the Tample of Hephaestus, and museums (that you con visit fsr
Free), Athens is the city for those who are keen o discover and learn something

new. OF course there s mare to Ahens than Its monuments; alot of famous Greek -

Puods - like gyros, tiropites, and souvlakis — are pretty cheap here tag, offering
filling meals for under €21 Plus with prices in Gresce ot almost all-time lows, its

possibly the cheapest place to visit in Europe currently.
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AUSTRALIA

Now that you have gotten some ideas for a
student-Friendly vacation, come together with
your pals and start planning for your year-end
adventure. Bon voyage!

Greenlife |
DENTAL CLINIC

www. graonlifedanfat. com.sg

1 3k Qddr 1 ale .|; FoiTe

0 Greﬂ'n.‘:fe Dﬁrn!ap‘ Chmc‘ l

6250 0630 6241 0123
Toa Payoh Central Bedok Central

6299 3556 6777 1712
Beach Road Clemeanti Contral
6452 4222 6765 5759

Ang Mo Kio Coniral Yow Toa

CALL US DR WALK IN TO FIND QOUT MORE!



The USA is home to awhopping 46 cats and dogs Foe
-mwiery 100 humans, and has an almiost equal number
of cat and dog owning households, States like
Arkansas and Mew Mexico are home to the most
numbier of dogs in USA: these states have more opely
spacewhich makes it easter to have dogs. Dogs also
act as hiking companlons, provide security, and help
with cattie and sheep herding.,

Meanwhile, Massachusetts and Maryland house the
st cats in the country; these states have more
urban spaces, leading to more cat ownarship,
‘According ta pepular studies, mora dog ownis
tendd b live in rural aress, and tend to skew
Hﬂpuhllun while cat pwness — who mainky live in

il ulhuq;pus-— lean Democrat,

- E [ [ = " u
Mast Middle Eastern countries and lange parts of Africa
hava had a long historywith cak reverence, Ancient
Egyptians believed that they brought good lueck, and
some werg even mummifisd after death. Cats were held
in the highest regard and those who killed them. even
by accident, were sentenced to death. Turkey |5 also

Famous For its cats — a popular street cat named Tambili
was even memorialised a5 a statue,

Dogs are traditionally viewed as impure inthe sypes the
magority-Muslinm population, so it (srather
understandable that these countries have 8 higher
population of pet cats than dogs. Howewver, in recent
yuars, dog ownership has been on the rise in Saudi
~#rabiba malnly for large breads of dags which are
presumably Mﬁmunﬂ'll:h

“BY DISHI GAU
.‘__

COUNTRY By

COUNTRY COMPAR|s o),

In Latin American nations, almost every famity haz at
least one pet dog. and this tradition of dog cwnership
dates back to Incan times when pooches were found
basried with their masters. Another Factor could be the
larguoly Catholic popudation of the region -
according o studies, owning cats is
considennd a sign of athoism,

Chile, Brazil. Argentina, and Mexico are i the top 10
for the mast dog ownership mthewmmrm
the largest toy deg population. Slnlﬁnduﬁslmé
become & symbol of wealth and status in the citles,
&5 QWIS pamper their pooches with
mlndmm and evin pat retroats,

Dog ownership s rising fast In India aid the
Philippines. the latter boasting the most dog
ownership among Aslans. This is chiefly due to the
inzreased nead for domestic security, althoughwith
rising wealth, thera are also many who see dogs as
Indicating social stabus,

In Japan, pet owners prefer dogs slightly more than
ciatz, and there are even doggie rentaks where
o can rent them by the day, Dog owies
tend o indulge their prized pooches

with pat and costumes, and show
. uﬂ:ﬁuwmm

Europeans —especially those in urban
anviranmants —incling towards owning cats,
possibly because dogs require mose space
and vl expenses.

The mest cat-Friendly nation is Russia, with hidce
as many cat owners as dogs: they have an affinity

For cats which are part of thesr Russian culture,
and are particularly revered in 5L Petersburg
where cat paraphernalia are gnldww
The riext biggest country far cal-awners &
Francs = 40% of paaple keepa cat
— i goane ownoes see cals

a5 a fashion statement.

combination but to the Norwegians, apparently it does.
You could liken it to the English expression “the cherry

like. Who'd have thought that a sparrow’s fart could be

Translation: (I'm) also drunk
Meaning: Something/someone is unreasonable
Country: China

This phrase might not make much sense at first — what does

being drunk have to do with being unreasonable? But try to

imagine two drunk people not being able to understand or

make sense of each other, so they keep thinking the other
person is being unreasonable.

_ = = o R E . .

yaawcm/Cémm mgaaww ”

Translation: To yoghurt/to sing through yoghurt
Meaning: Pretending to speak or
sing in a language you don’t know well
Country: France

A rather yummy-sounding slang, but it doesn't make ~ * = - tes .t -t ‘.’ .IA' .'4. oo 0w .‘,." '. .

sense in English. It refers to trying to sing along to a
song when you don’t know the lyrics or the language,
or when you mimic speaking a foreign language without
using actual words. Leave it to the French to create a
term for these situations!

Some what? The meaning is as ambiguous as it sounds;

— which is what you'd imagine a tiny bird’s fart would sound ~ =.. " *

used to signify the start of a new day? .

= 9B 2. °d el

Every country has their ewn slang‘s and
LB saylngs used colloquially by the locals. -
* Slang words can tell us a'lot abouta“ -
country s culture_ and lifestyle- ‘whilé keeping = .-
thelanguage mterest-mg and ffesh. Butwhat \
if-we were to hterally translate those phrases S
|nto Engllsh’7 The result mlght be 4 bit weird, © -

B or.even hilarious. Here are somejunn_y-and A et
. * interesting slang’ words from around the | .- ;
Ll worl.d-rtry and guess thelr meanungs1 ', 4 .-' o

A8 (Sueame)

Translation: Taken from the English word “some” ”

Meaning: “Something” between two people
not in a relationship with each other
Country: South Korea

it's used to describe the special “something” R TS E
. . . = I7._  between two people who may have feelings for each other (E N 000
& Meaning: Sunrise/dawn . .7 ° 7 &, but have not started dating yet. o - -0 - R
- Country: Australia e e o, Cel L E T E }
‘ This slang sounds like it might describe a small, soft sound = 5 R 5 2 .- --..® o T A _ =)

Translation: Burn the eyelashes 7 7'1 ° =
Meaning: To study hard o N
Country: Brazil :

Who knew studying hard could have such L -
dangerous consequences? This Portuguese "o ao .
: expression comes from the fact that in the past, T o= .
CE students had to study with a candle at night. - -
. Sometimes their faces got too close to the flame as they ’

e strained to read in the dim light, thus burning their
o 7 eyelashes. Thank goodness for modern electrical lighting!

Meaning: Traffic lights .
Country: South Africa O

When you think “robots”, the first things that come to v
mind are those walking, talking humanoids that you see in
sci-fi movies, and traffic lights definitely don't fit that
. description. Who knows, maybe robots directing traffic . O
= .. flow on the roads might be a common sight in the future! i

= Zoh vontohe an Bhnhof "

Translation: | only understand the train station
Meaning: | don’t understand anything

¥ oG S B Ao Country: Germany ‘¢

R e

E o o PR 2 We saved the best for last. There’s not much to say about :
'& mw & i G 1 — this idiom — its nonsensical nature speaks for itself. Try using o°
. - (0) é this expression with your friends when you don’t understand %',

Translation: A raisin in a sausage .29, T | | / them and watch their baffled, confused reactions! ol
Meaning: A pleasant surprise in something S s = T8 g
already good D .- °S © o g — p— B

Country: Norway S ; T : 0% o c 0% g o ¢

Raisins and sausages may not sound like a delicious

on top”, although I'll take a cherry over a
raisin-sausage any day.

75\35

; compliment. It's used to imply that you have a wide circle of friends and
Zo you're well-liked. Maybe having a wide face isn’'t so bad after all!

U5\ (basga hirec)
Translation: To have a wide face

Meaning: Someone who has a lot of friends
Country: Japan

Don't be too quick to take offence to this phrase; it's actually a

~ e
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SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD T o

—

/’/

You've prabahly seen 4 ot of news about
referendums recently — three happened this
year alome: Catalomia, frag, and Poerto Bico, The
world b a volatile place these days, and even in
the ahsence of war, the guest for independence
{5 & comumon narrative for many would-be
nations

Geography 15 an ever-changing soblect, as

boundaries shift, and new countries are created.

Cags i paint: South Sudan galned independencs
112011 following a referendirm that passed
with 98.83% of the vote, becoming the newest
cotmtry in the world,
Closer to home, East
Timor (now Timor
Laste] achieved the
same in 200 amidst &
highly volatile vote,

CURRENT
ISSUES

Yoo may have heard
the brovhaha over the

referendom in Barcelona on Oct 1, which
resiilted in & chaotlc hallot- casting exercise.

The primary argumenit by Catalonia for
independence 1: economic: the weslthy region
(and its capital Baroelona) soes iself as propping
up the (paorer) rest of Spain. The Gatalan region
hets & good maritime position, and is the HG for
many large hrands (le. Destpoal, Mango, Tarres,
efe.), but tax revenpes go directly to the central
government, with anly a portion retirned to
the reghon.

While 90% of voters backed independence, only
42% of the population's voles werne connted, as
himdreds of baliot boxes were destroyed by the
Spanish government, who declared the
refarendum llegal, arguing that vnder the
constitotion the commtry is iIndivisibie, For that
Teszon, Tio group has the legal right totry to
split, making the dispoted referendum
automatically illegal.

BREAKING UP IS HARD TO DO
Catalonia’s referendum rajses complicated jasues
due to trade negotiations, debt repayment,
freedom of movement, and mare, Just look &t
Braxit,

rmpes | [ 50| G

/

_ referendums & Independence

<by Tarban Ow »

*f**r'

I | \

Far the E1], the legality of Catalonda’s
referendinm could serve as & benchmark for
many of thelr members” owrn shmmering
independence movements, for instance in
Belgium (Flanders) anid Ttaly (Ventoe). It would
alsn have ramifications on the global stags,
especially with the 115 and China who trade with
the Bl as a whole,

SOWING THE SEEDS

The Catalans arent’t the only ones who are going
throogh — or have been throtigh — & bid for
independence, although the reason for each
womld-be nation's referenidom is orioue.

For the Kirds In Irag, It an ethnle issue: They
rar a referendum the smme week a3 Catalonia,
with & 7O turnout and & 98% vote for
{ndependenoe From the Arab-majority Irag, Like
Catalonia; thelr referendum was declared illegal
by Baghdad and pratky much the test of the
world, citing that a unified [rag ls needed to
defeat [SIL, Kords are the fourth-largest ethnie
grougp in the Middle Bsst withoot a nation state,
anid form the largest ethiils aroop In Trag's
Kordistan region.

It"s the same case in Bosovo, which becama a
Sarbian provinee after a 90s cliil war that split
the former Yuogoskavia into several cooniries. Itz
ethnlc Albanian majority wanted autonomy
from Serbis, and after a [5-backed
intervention, a referendum deglared their
{ndependence in 2008, Today, while over 100
countries recogriise Kosovo, Spainand

Serbia dom’e.

In 2018, New Caledonia will hold its referendom.
Though the Ransak people recognise that theyre
econaomically dependent on Franoe, the trend
towards independence s based largely on their
cultvral identity, which they feel 5 not
respected by the French,

THE CASE 15 SPLIT

Hot all referendims have the
desired outoome for organtsars:
Guebec, a French- speaking
province of Canada, has voted
twice agalret independence,

In 2014, Scotiand held a legal
referendum tosplit from the TE:

ﬁh

thelr reason is mainly economic. The Seottish
government ¢cited that an independent Sootland
wonld be one of the world's richest commitries
with its North 564 ofl and gas reserves, while
detractors highlighted the fact that Seotland
received more aid than it paid in fExes. Althouth
the maioTity voted to stay, Brexit posad another
opportunity for a second referendum
{indyref2), and Sootland’s choloe will ba between
Brexit Britain and Sootland in Evrope.

Earlier this year, Poerto Rico held a statos
referendum which had 3 options: independence,
maintaln status quo {asa U3 territory), or
become a USstate, A whopping majority chose
the latter, but even with 97% turnout, Poerto
Floo hes a very slim chanos of being the T15% Sist
state simply becanse the U5 Congress is not
Tequired totake up the matter at all.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR D57

Althongh there are plenty of independence
mavements around the world, not many can be
successfnl. Coumitries like South Sudan and
Keosove had major international backers,
notably the 15— something Catalonda and
KEurdistan don’t have. Even with de facto
independent status, some "nations” — ke South
Orentla, Bepublic of Artsakh, and
Transnistria — sound more like Game
of Thrones locations than plages
Of 3 ap:

While the circumstances in
gvery country are different,
the result of an indepersdenos
bld 1 the same — & reshaping
of the world's geopolitical
landscape, rendering your
primary school map obsoleta,

BY CHERYL TAN KAY YIN

RADESIU
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occupation across different nations.

N T ’ .
SINGAPORE

Singapore's economy is heavily reliant on foreign labour, particularly
for blue collar jobs In areas |ike construction and service sectors.,
With the tightening of the labour market in 1978-79, it became &
challenge to fill the jobs in these sectors - jobs in construction are
continually shunned by locals due to the social stigma attached to
vocational education and its association with manual and
labour-intensive work:

As a result, low-skilled migrant workers are hired to bridge the gap
betwean high demand and a limited local labour pool. gnd are often
paid very low wages of SG03 98/ /hour compared to'a counterpart
working in Australia (AUD24.60,/hour), Even in Japan, there s &
minimwem wage of JPYS23/hour (SGD2.95) across the board, with
construction industry jobs payving about JPY1.700/hour (about SGD20)

However, among construction workers in Southeast Asia, Singapore’s
hourly wage is among the highest when compared to Cambadia
(SGD0.43/hour) or Bangladesh (SGDO.52/hour)

$26.11/hour

ALSTRALIA

$20.54/hour

TAFAN

$3.98/hour

BINGAFPDRE

$0.52/hour

BANGLADERH

$0.43/hour

CAMBODIA

AUSTRALIA

In-Australia. the amount you eamn depends on the type of
gualifications and what you have beén trained 16 do. The average
salary is AUDE1. 536 for electricians, similar to that of electricians in
the USA. In contrast, an elecirical engineer in Singapore earns
about SGD44,000 a year, Plumbers and electricians are Australia’s
richest tradesmen. charging mare than double what the average
lawyer eams:

Mational figures from [ob quote
website serviceseeking com.au
reveal the average plumber charges
AUDTEA0/he, up 1.9% on laat year,
and the average electrician charges
ALDTA 61 /hr, up 4%, The average
Australian lawyer, by comparison,
earns AUD3T an hour and although
that figure may seem low, gven & 5
the high wages commanded |
by barristers, the reality is

many lawyers work long hours
for a mediocre pay,

AUD78.40/n

PLUMBER

g AUDT4.61/1

ELECTRICIAN

LB B
vty

E ¢.9

SKILLED PROFESSION?

TRE WORLDS

How do nations regard those working in blue collar jobs like construction
workers, plumbers and electricians? How does a country's economy
influence the recruitment of foreign labour, minimum wage policy and
Job bias? Here is a general comparison of wages for the'same

FINLAND
On the whole, they have one of the world's highest paying wages for
skilled blue collar workers. This can be attributed to thewr emphasis on
high quality vocational education that enables high school students
who choosa the vocational track the chance to to progress to further
studies at university or apphied sciences level by inciuding the national
core curnculum required for access o

university, as wall as strong on-the-job ﬂfgﬂ‘;?“r
training and lifelong leaming :
componeants. €14/ hour

INDUSTRIAL WORNKER
Their restructured curriculum has helped

remove the social stigma attached to

vacational training where its low status

is.often rooted in a country's colonial

past that is associated with the training

recaived by infenor’ groups for blue-

collar jobs. Ii j ;

EERMANY, SWITZSRLAND, AUSTFEN

Similar to Finland, these European countries offer vocational
education with-apprenticeships that have evolved (o provide high
levels of knowledge which voung people need to wark effectively in
the modern economy.

A shared advantage of the German, Swiss-and Austrian education
systems is that core knowledge and skills are taught in context. When
these young graduates complete their vocational training, not only are
they skilled in their niche trade. they are also equipped with
university-level mathematical, analytical and communication skills
that prepare them well for the demands of industry and private seclor
employment.

Canitp | [ssue 50|07
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BY YIN LOON Coined in 198, the Big Mac Index
d ¥ L Was

used by The Economist i
Sl magazine t
v oolE POWer by comparing ho.
Much a Big Mac was wo t} 1% agon
country. who knew ;}_3511 Py
: Who kn 1at in additi
BIG MAC NDEK ;E?J qﬁlelllng that snack att.ack?t;}?fa
_ fdumble burger can actually tell us

.. 4 =
— a lot about a country's economy?

BIG MAC IN
BIG MAC IN
; . s GREECE: $5.20
Blg Macs so if youre thinking
-}3 meny with gquinos curry, gluten- days, you can get A Greck ‘? i
kebab. They love clilcken
The home of the Flg Maag :
e el s 2R BIG MAC IN JAPAN:
outlets, offering burgers o aie, $4.50
e, e - o
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Expert insights by Dr. Kenneth Witcher, / - W/n/ Vm‘} ~ (

Dean of the College of Aeronautics at ° ~ -

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University — \
and a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical /

?:;ﬁ;tfé’*;:& igff;;ddgizle‘?sgndmg Anyone studying unmanned aerial systems (UAS) today will soon According to Dr. Witcher, you don’t have to be a student of technol- ~
contributions in aeronautics. / be graQuatmg into a new era of aV|at.|on -as drones.are already ogy or engineering .to capitalise on it - there are so many aspects
becoming a normal aspect of our society, students will get the to drones that require students from many backgrounds and fields.
J/ chance to push that innovation
-7 further by creating the technology These include:
- and businesses that leverage on a * Analytics and Big Data
— drone’s capabilities.

* Engineering and IT

. . . * Business Development
This game-changing drone indus- * Public Poli L
try is worth billions, and will be . JUAE _° CylanciaW
worth even more in the future. Marketing and PR

—' THE DRONE
POTENTIAL

Drones. We've all seen them. the almost limitless possibilities

They’rg in Hollywood.Th?y’re they provide. N N Gathering, managing and deciphering Big Data is a huge area of future growth for

on National Day. They're in your 1 : the UAS industry. For example, a drone equipped with lidar sensors and 3D mapping
FB feed. They're taking over the The industry is seeing double-digit software can accurately create a digital model of a complex indoor space such as an
supply chain that delivers your growth every year. It's estimated MRT tunnel, or accurately calculate how much paint is needed to cover the outside of a
Amazon purchase, and helping worldwide spending on drones . > skyscraper, in just a fraction of the time and cost it would take a person to do it.
support global conservation,

/

(both commercial and recreational) | ) . . . :
I There are opportunities in everything from conceptualising the physical hardware,
I

whether it’s rescuing stranded will top US$100 billion between

. . . L ___ 0 _ such as new measuring tools and sensors, to pioneering the post-flight data analysis
koalas in Australia or pl.'otect.lng 2016_,202,0' Someone considering software that crunches the numbers, and makes sense of the vast amounts of data col-
endangered elephants in Africa. enrolling in a drone-related ® ; lected. Drones are important machines, but it's what you do with it that counts more.

programme now will be graduating |
While a lot of us still think of at literally the exact moment UAVs L o L L L L oo -
drones as recreational toys — albeit very cool ones - the become huge, says Dr. Kenneth Witcher, Dean of the i
reality in just the last few years is that UAVs (Unmanned College of Aeronautics at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical ~
Aerial Vehicles) have become so much more in terms of University, the world’s largest aviation university. At their core, UAVs still operate within tightly regulated airspaces, with laws -
. . differing greatly by jurisdiction. Once you take off outdoors, you're operating in an
(‘ ' ‘ W (;l'/ environment shared with professional pilots (and commercial aircraft) who have |
,L _— - w a very strict safety culture. Other aspects to consider are privacy laws surrounding |
- - airspace usage, and types of licences required to fly them (if at all). !
—~
» This means the relatively new commercial drone industry needs even more future 2
professionals with the ability to understand the environment this technology
. operates in - namely busy commercial airspaces. That’s where the business and "I I "I
Anyone can learn to fly a such as lidar sensors (radar that . . X .
. S P o= 8 uses lasers) to make 3D maps of tech aspects pf UAS merge.W|th abstra.ct concepts like planning .regulatlons and — L .
T almost anv structure or landscape controlling air space, meaning there will be huge future growth in areas such as | , ~L ,
Y . Y pe. UAS-related public policy and legislation. Sy 0 == -
has grown exponentially. In
a broader sense, that's also Some of today’s fastest-growing _:
great for the entire UAV w (T-__ applications for drones are in :' _________________________________
industry, since the more 2 areas as diverse as agriculture
familiar (and comfortable) ,"‘-“{‘& - ] and insurance, with drones heat- T T T T T T T T T
society becomes with the |t | et 3;::1-! o Sl mapping farm fields to determine F . - -
idea of drones in our skies, . ' where to water or assessing risk (.) What can you do with a drone? Actually, even the sky isn’t the limit, only your
the more readily we’'ll factors facing a city. | 4 imagination. Drones are already being used by companies like Amazon and
start imagining new and | \ Alibaba to deliver products, while Mark Zuckerberg plans to use a fleet of them
innovative uses for them. And that’s just the tip of the L 1 in the stratosphere to bring internet connectivity to the entire planet.
iceberg. ) U
Drones are perfect for any : | : Between those two extremes, almost anything you can imagine is possible, with
job that’s too complex, “When you scale drones l I I the relentless growth of UASs year after year meaning they're only going to
dangerous or expensive to become more a part of our daily lives. Because of that, the industry will be ripe
risk doing with a multi- P up toa gl0bal commer- for aspiring entrepreneurs to pioneer entirely new uses for drones, as well as
million dollar aircraft (and j: 1 cial level, education y _ - , the new technologies that accompany them.
its crew). !,i-«j and training will play Se-— -
They're also ideal for fitting ! a huge part in un-
into tight spaces, whether leashing the indus-
it's search-and-rescue , I
operations, or flying into a trys latent potentlal, Given the huge opportunities (and revenues) in the coming years,the  areas you'd expect - like aeronautics and engineering - to areas
sewer tunnel to see what’s says Dr. Witcher. UAV industry offers great career potential for graduates. While the you may not, like aviation-related business development. Leading
causing a blockage. They've future of the UAV industry will be heavily knowledge-driven, it’ll be aviation schools like Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
become highly-mobile, low- In fact, you could say the equally imagination-driven, so even if you're not tech-minded, there [http://asia.erau.edu] offer full and part-time degrees in Singapore
cost platforms for mounting sky’s the limit. are opportunities at every level. including a 3-year Bachelors of Science in Aeronautics or
complex, lightweight tech Aviation Business Administration with an opportunity to choose a
For that reason, tomorrow’s UAV professionals will have degrees in specialisation in Unmanned Aerial Systems.
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Rural

Ever wondered what it is like to study overseas?
Priyanka Darishaini, 20, shares her story about
studying abroad in Australia. Here's the difference
- she has experienced school life in both a rural
town and an urban city. So what's it like to study in
two very different locations?

by Germaine Leow

Runal: Tamworth

At the age of 17, Priyanka moved to the tiny town of Tamworth, Australia to
continue her post-secondary studies.

For someone who has spent all her life in Singapore, she took a while getting
used to seeing all that grassland and nature. “It was a small town where you
would meet half your school on the streets during the weekends!” Priyanka
recalls, “and no building was higher than 2 storeys"

School life was stress-free and relaxed; there were no remedial or
supplementary classes, as students study at their own pace.

Interestingly during their state examinations, they get 5 extra points because
they are from a rural town in Australia. They are believed to learn differently
compared to students from the city; her peers from the countryside are less
competitive and led more carefree lifestyles.

Here, 60% of the Higher School Certificate (HSC) marks are from class
assignments and 40% of it is from actual examination, hence they had to
produce constant results throughout the academic year. In Singapore, the final
examination is unrelated to day-to-day school work.

Uniforms, textbooks, school supplies there are very expensive: about SGD $300
for ONE set of uniform. Priyanka’s Human Biology textbook costed $80 and it
was thinner than her Biology textbook in Singapore.

While we have our meals in the canteens here, they have lunch out on a field. On
the other side of the fences, there were kangaroos, horses and sheep. One of
her sleepovers was in a tent at a cowgirl's backyard at 13°C staring at the milky
way.

There would be a party every weekend and Priyanka would always be invited
even if she did not know the host personally. Overall, the people there were
genuinely friendly; the whole school was pretty much friends with everyone and
she forged really good friendships that would last a lifetime.

TATMORTH il
N SUMMARY

In just a span of three years, Priyanka got to experience life in
both the rural and urban areas in Australia.

“There's good and bad in both,” she adds, “and compared to
Perth, | prefer Tamworth, but if you were to ask me where |
would want to be, it will be Singapore.”

Priyanka is currently studying in Perth and will be returning
to Singapore to continue her university studies next year.

A .

P:t;; ttvgc; ¥tear§ in Tamyvorth, she left the countryside and headed to

hor oo ggrt ﬁ;en-gmtvers(l’t » majoring in Psychology. She was all on
v Stayed in the dormitories, Thi ini

lot of independence and doing everything herselfhls e

When she first enrolled, she w;
preference in the t

d lifestyle habits S|

- Living expenses in Perth
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uch as cleanliness and
also high - her dorm
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S nd ther
monthly events where dorm residents would sociélise oere

As she is currently in the p|
days and short classes, Sh
progresses into her first o

reparation course period,
€ expects her workload t
fficial year in university.

, she has very short
O Increase after she

Something she enjoys about universj
hollda}y after every three weeks of s¢
ed in both Singapore and

students get enough rest
ever!
worth of studies, yme

ty life is that there js a week of
hool, which she has not
Tamworth, This ensures that the
nth to recharge for the next month's

y gn tf_weir own in university as everyone is more
i befriendvrh sgeltv;:;me to friendship, there were people who
’ O are smart just to do w i
Everyone is very competitive and goal-oriented, o academicall.

LIKE OVERSEAS? %) SXhetiics

Pursuing an education in Singapore nob only provides us with
knowledge but also given us Lhe opportunity to Lravel abroad
be it for an exchange or a praject. Most of my Fellow
Singaporean friends hove spent ok Jeast a semester in a
Foreign land, and the three most significant challenges Lhey
foce are homesickness, culbural shock and language barriers
(For some),

Like my Friends, I was alse going abroad bo study - not jusk
for a semester, but for a three-year degree. OF course, I still
do experience the homesickness, culkural shock and language
barriers like my Friends do, but those weren't the most
challenging aspects. The most notable challenge was, in fack,
maintaining a balance between studies, adapting to local
culture and social |Fe.

Having fived in Singapore almost all my Fe, I was keen on
going abroad to study and be more independent, [ opted far
Hong Kong because it s said to be very similar to Singapare,
but despite Lhe similarities, T was astonished by some of the
adjustments I had to make.

CULTURE SHOCK

There are several cultural and social issues embedded in Hong
Kong that the ouverage tourisk would not be able to discern,
Their open discrimination can come as a shock Lo many,

If you've heen following the news, you'll nokice that Lhe
locals here aren't exactly on a very friendly basis with Lhe
Mainland Chinese - especially with those who cannat
converse in Cantonese or English, Though Hong Kong is
said ko be a cily where the East meets \West, it's nol as
diverse as Singopore culturally.

Furthermore, the-mindsel of its
citizens i& surprisingly still very
conseruvative; for example, having
bright-coloured hair or a punk fashion
style may land you in a lousy spot
amang the locals as they perceive you
fike the MK Mui or MK Joi, similor to
our Ak Lian and Ak Hui,

Local Linsce

Unlike studying in English-speaking countries, a move to Hong
Kong posed a linguiskic challenge since [ can only converse In
broken Cantonese, This farced me bo get out of my comfart
zone, but despite counkless mispronunciations I realised that
this is Lhe only way bo learn a language Fast, Unlike learning in
chassrooms, it beaches you useful words as well as calloguial
berms, but most importantly, it baught you not to be afraid Lo
speak up. THs s probably one of the benefils of coming here
alone instead of with a group of Singaporean friends.

Another aspect of Hang Kongers is their attitude bowards
politics; the younger generalion are very oware of what's
happening in their government - past and present. I realised
that the hard way when I became the laughing stock amang
my rev Friends after T commented on something really silly
about Hong Kong's history,

Eut despite all of that misunderstanding and communication

teething, I became mare fluent in my Cantonese and grew Lo
understand their culture more day by day.

L -?_‘1 r

- .

PARTING SHOT

Hong Kong may be similar Lo Singapere as an Asion
metropalis, but I learned that you can't copy and paste your
student life back in Singapare here. \while studying cverseas
poses an opportunity Lo experience new classrooms, make
red friends, and discover new ploces, ot the end of the day,
you're there ko sbudy

Studying abroad isn't an escope from home - it's not all Fun
and games and holidays; it's about adapting to new social
pressures in addition Lo gaining an education. Eelng in any
uriversity, you'll need to understand the requirements and
expectations of each course, and building a relationship with
the Faculby is key ko maximising that overseas experience,

Catiiges | [ssue 500 13




By Pok Ci En

What are you
Google-ing?

BY ESHWARAN

Coogle Is almost everyone's go-to when
searching for answers or events on the
internet unless you are in a region where
Coogle [snotsupported such as the
Peopie’'s Republic of China or where there
are ather stronger players such as Naver in
South Korea. What we google could be a
big event that is Qoing on'In our country
or [t can also reflect on what we are
interested inas a nation holistically. Here
are the top most-Coogled terms in various

countries across the globe

SEARCHES ON 26 SEPTEMBER 2017

CANADA

Puerto Rico”
Mo, of hits: 28,000+

Hurricarne Maria has teft 2 devastating
L sy the affected soeas 6
Puerto Hico, leaving theem with no
Afoess to alectricity of clean Wwaler

& Categary & hurricane, this is the
stromgest hurricane to kit Pusrto Rico
In B9 years

Alsg. just 12 hours before Pusrto Bico®

became the most searched keyword
an Google (Canadal LS President
Danald Trump beeetad Shaut 1
whiich probably sparked inferest
among Canadian residents after a
week of the hutricane hitting Puerto
Rico

UNITED KINGDOM

‘Meghan Markle”
Ko, of hits: 160,000

Prince Harry appeared in Toronto at
the Invincius Cames with Amencan
actress. Meghan Markle, While the
couiple had debuted in July last year
what probably made residents Google
aboul her was her public display of
affection [they wers ki g Fsnds]
with the Afth in lineg to the Britizh
thrane, [t i alzo worth mentioning
that Megan Markle was the most
Coogled term In 10 different countries
Perhaps the next most L‘-Dm}'f-fﬂ Ty
willl b thee shirt she wore at the
games The Husband®

Lwan Santana”
Ho, of hits; 20,000

This Brazdlan unger made It w the top
mogst Google-d térm alter he posted on
Ry lnstagrarm that he wisnted to
change his perflodmance stylé to haavy
metal

SOUTH AFRICA §

‘Cosatu Strike”
Mo. of hits: 5000-

In their resistance agains: rmmpant
corruption the trade federation. Cosatu
fas calied for 8 nathamaide strike which
Fas received Backings fromm varous
business groups.

Catignss | [ssng 501 14
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‘North Korea™
Ho. of hits: 500000

HNorih Horea has threatened Lo shool
donan ity LIS warplane, even iF thsy are
Aok wWithdn Modth Kores's airspaas
Appabn, this sction fram NOED s &
reaction from @ecalDonaldTrump s
et which cormes off a1
war-provoking
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“cnaprax AneBepnyae”
(Spartak-Liverpool)
Mo of hits: 100,000+

Both teams anded the rmatel with 8
dra of 1:1. Spartak Moscoa is Russias
atrongest football bearm having won
countless local-based matches. With a
drway af 1-], perbudns Bussians Wens
nterested tonead aboul how the
match waent

1
1
1
1

= = = = =
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JAPAN

Pokemon Go”
Mo, of hits; 200,000

The popalar geme which was

= irode than 500 millicn
it kicked aff in 2006 had it

e aghin e

affecting users worldwide Blayers

complained of not being able to get

nto the Pokemon Go server. However

wnlike previous senver crashes. the

downitime was due 1o a limited- tirme

Equines event going on = playerswens

SapErEncing mone frastration with tha
poaf connectivity. |
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INDIA | [INDONESIA | y
"Wokia 8 "Real Madrid” ‘Ben McCormack”™

No. of hits: 50000

This i5 a country whong you can get.a
decent smanphorse for less than $50 The
country's obsession with smariphenes is
evident in thelr most Coogled search
the Mokia B, which is priced similarly
Lo premium smbmphones uch as
Sarmedng Will it be able lo remaih in the
compstithe Indinn market™

Mo of hits: 100,000+

In another football trond, this Spanish
tean was searched by Indonesians
because their match the following day
weolld e streamed Ive The mnost
popular sportin Indonass, iLwas no
wonder hat mare than 100,00
Coogle ssarches were an the LIVE
streamed match

No. of hits: 20 000+

This ex "A Curront Affairs’ jousrnalis
made |t to the most searched term in
Australia after plesding guiity to child
purm offénces. Mow, when you Google
this guy s name, you can only find finks
on artiches writlen aboul his offences
ared mot whal he hae written

DRINKING CULTURES

AROUND THE WORLD

Besides water and coffee, alcohol is a universal
beverage found almost anywhere you go. However,
each nation and culture has & unique way of viewing and
consuming alcohol. Some more reserved, while others
are excessive and party-Tueled. Some view it isas a
drink to be paired with cheese, while others require a

special occasion to pep the bottle.

/.
Rl L
o ———

-
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- ."i K
ftaty & France

Thiese twio natlons are Krown lor ying alcahol
Clasely with food, If you went toa bar for drinks.
youll besenned snacks, amd If you ordered food at a
restaurant, alcobol is often paired with your eeal,
Lhsusally, there's 2 differsnt wine far edach course -
like & champagre with your starter, red wane with
yatar steak and dessert wane with yolir dessat.

In-Europe in general, two forms of aliohols are
cansumed before and afver a3 meal, Before a
meal, you can enjoy a small apeditif, which'is
mednt to start yolr appetite. After the meal,
you imay consiame a small digestif fo help
prommate digestion.

T'his has created an interesting pre-dinner
custom calied an apetithve (O aparicena) in italy,
and apérol in France; Basically, order an aperitif
anid your'll have atcess 10 tapassized snacks; in
Italy, it ay come in the form of a buffet. This
CUslom encourages sockalising.

Rorea & Japan

Alcohol s & normal part of
Korean and Japanese life which .
influences sacial structure and '
business culture, as it's viewsd as 2 way o bulid
connections. Accordingly, both countries have
planty of hangover cunes [Ike miso soup aF
urmenc powder.

There are very strict social rdes that dictate one’s
dnnking Habits. Fof starters, ofie shoubd always
pour drinks for others - especially the aldest -
Tirst, and il up glasses whenaver they're emipty,
In Kores; drnks should be drunk while facing
away from the table ! there ane elders presend; in
Japan, the youngest (or female) member usually
pours drinks for the entire table,

Aleatal isa huge part of British culture, 50 mich
50 that if you told someane yau don' drink, they
assUIme you to be anti-social junless you literatly
cannot drink, which is respected), Dne of the

biggest cultural norms there is the round system,

which essentially dictates that every guy in a
graup must take turns ta buy a round adrinks
for everyone,

Although UK sooety is open aboul alcahol, as a
rule, it's an offence to drink alcohal in pubhc
spaces; and pubs and clubs are gaen stricl dlosimng
Bmes when they have to stop serving akcahol.

Both countries generally view alcohol openly
with very little taboo associated with It Like
the UK, there Is a sysiem of shouting roonds
among friends m both countnes, although
recent surveys have showh a decline in favour
of this

Thiz system has Ted the Austrafian cullore of
binge drinking. and thase wanting to opt out
may feel pressured to keep drinking.: Also,
those who have been shouted a drink are
olten made to Teel as Il they cannol leave the
table for fear of being Bludgers| referring to
pecple of a parasitic nature,

India

Iri the land of curties and spices, slcohal is not
normally congumed with meals, One's drinking
habits tend to be kept.a secrel, especially
between elders and youths, a5 itis st very much
viswved as & vice, Aleohal |s forbidden in 5 states,
while in many others; this fegal drinking age s 25
(Belhi mcluded),

Aleohol fs generally bought In llquar stores. and in
many places, women dre nol sesn in pubfic
blying it While most alcohal consumed are beers
ar Hguos, cockiails and wines are just beginming to
maze their foothold in the country at posh bars,

The lanad of Budwelzer and bourban has one of

the unhealthiest drinking coftures. which is
commionly assockated with underage diinking,
America’s legal age for diinking Is. 21, meaning
they cah drive and own gurs before baing able to
take a sip of akcehol. This has led to many college
stiadents, who ase under 21, drinking heavily
during unkversity parties,

Apart from aftecwork heers, Americans
generaily drink mote for cefebratofy reasons -
like during & feotball, basketball or baseball
game. Like the UK, d's anolfence to openly
drink atcohol in public spaces.
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= = : .  FOR YOUR CHANCE
\ ; : Bl TO WIN TICKETS AND
PREMIUMS, CHECK OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE!

Branded as a kiasu nation, we
Singaporeans are a competitive lot. From
the tender age of 6, Singaporean students
are attending several enrichment claszes
to prepare them for primary school.
During my own secondary school days, |
remember hearing my peers lament about
the ridiculous amount of tuition classes
they had to attend per week. Parents
willingly pay exorbitant amounis of money
per month just to ensure that their children
e o : get a seat in the elite schools of their
How meEtltlve are smgapcr&an Etudﬂnts choice, In fact, the tuition industry in
Singapore is worth a whopping $1 billion
compared to the rest of the world carea ==

JobStreat.cum@
CAREER FEST 2017

Survival Skilis for The Ever-Changing Weorld

Let's take a look at how overseas students
fare, to know where we stand and if we

d and inner circle all attempt to destroy. As the
friendship deepens, the Queen begins to 5ec a
changing world through new éyes and joyfully

reclaims her humanity.

be hodting the VIF fun run,

Finland has often been praised for its efficient
and hofistic education system, one that other
countries seek to emulate. Finnish children do
not start schooling until the age of seven,
based on the belief that children learn best
when they are ready.

2% Ock | 1.30pm ~ 6pm n S are REALLY studying too much.
- - e e
The Pavilionerar East St ¢south korea>
mission: A
:'Db St T'EEE.CDM ) Many of us love to binge watch
L Korean dramas and gaze longingly at
Career "'E.SIZ 2017 the suave oppas, but these
plcture-parfect romance serials are a
W 2% Ock | 4prm = 12om Today's job market is more far cry from real student life in South
- il ) Polowawn Green, Senbosa competitive Enl:d- ‘J‘M‘j""; ;‘i‘f;""““ Kaorea. First of all, South Korean
¢ ool 166 } ewver, Mo moatber w ki students spend mare than 12 hours
Victoria & Abdul Tickets: $70 (solo)/$100 (VIP) | ndduating uou've exploring, skilts . it Ay
{November 9) Reqister: hibp://blacklightrum.sq P L Eﬂ e 5 . per day ; including
; AT A e e, after-school classes and self stud
+ Judi Dench, Ali Fazal . - fow amd. bechnology dre o 4
Cast: Ju i SL[DEQ‘ Be&ch 'P&r[:j i ferneatio o oy e
keew, Tor ak sh grads an
The extraordinary true story Uff aﬂe'-é:l!;f;f;:i'ﬁ'g This year’s Blacklight Run participants will ﬁnt?L-j Jobbers, Jobstreet.com's Competition to gain entry into the three top-tier universities, often referred to as the
Prisieaip Ky LR Sy R -q‘i Abdul micamder the course of Semtosa’s ;:tnunu Caréer Fest will emphasise on how SKY universities, is rigorous and intense. As such, not only do Korean students attend
{Judi Dench) remarkable rule. When Abdu Green with Blacklight Zowes, where bhey to trace successful, future-proof regular school, most of them are enrolled in cram schoals, known as hagwons, which
i Karim (All Fazal), a young clerk, travels from will be doused with green take and career paths tncluding “r'rb bakles affer private lessons to help students improve in their core subjects. Hagwons
¥  India to participate in the Queen's Golden R ‘F::f:dur s Tiag= and on-sibe advice. Register Farire Enaliah (s LR e SRR
{2 Jub||EE e g SurDFiS'Ed to fll"ld Fawor er.h thie Drﬂ.“\.ﬂt M= LomLC Dl * " d b ML;,MJL ﬂ.[‘ wHJ&bEtmlE.ﬁnmr offer II!‘I; rng ish !E':H.'u.'.in'a dare HH]?PFIH[ }l’ '|'?nF|1J ar, since Fﬂg!:l"!!'l is it their natve
3 Queen herself. As the Queen questions the tagrammable 5K rum blemds FL,:”'L‘ R | language. It is typical for these lessons to run till late at night. In 2009, the
. constrictions of her long-held position; the two Ea_ﬂ:j[n?r posesruy thtﬂc. will be an 'E’c rl:l-‘ govarnment even had to impose a curfew which stated that hagwons had to cease
3 farge an unlikely and devated alliance with a E'-“ﬁ atter-party featuring ﬂﬂz g aperations for the day at 10pm. Even so students often arrive hame around 11pm,
T |gyalty to one another that her househol {Abl-%avj I:rnd. ?“’;{:rﬁggﬁ Dz-lushua JTI'Q“ T.:LL[ anly to rise around 630 am to perform that punishing routine all over again
= 5 fed R AR
5

uni led
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Are American students really all
about the partying, as seen in
popular television series like
Gossip Girl and Jersey Shore?

“ Nov | 2.30pm - 10.30pm
Tanjong Pagar Centre Urbain Parke
Enkry: Free with purchase of Fe8 (§25)

Skarker Music Coarnival

The one day canaival will be heoadlimed by A-Lisk
rsbar .-'u.gL-‘.n (Huasmg Li Ling), by five
local acks - 3-ecl:rmh: artist S:WM
Sokieo, alternative bPamd The Fao 5 b
bwnmmb'mwﬁtw rmfvs:d.ﬂ:nw:wdrar
Livg Kol os well as 4 emerged finalists of Starker
Music Jamms,

9.

School Is the only place where students
study; extra classes are pretty much unheard
of, Finnish students also do not sit for any
major exams until the age of 18, where they
typically sit for the matriculation exam.
Here's the interesting bit - each paper lasts a
duration of six hours, and some schoaols even
provide sandwiches and |uices during this
time, allowing students to take their time to
complete the exam and even have their lunch

It turns oul that about 40% of
American high school students are
chranically disengaged from
school, according to 2003 National

v v B

e _ - — e Council Research Council repor while they are at it.
4 - on motivation: This leads to bored students who invest little to no-effort in their
Juﬂtiﬂﬂ League '_-i WIH k, 1Hr.|[!||'|_g e .auhpar atademic [JP[{[JHT‘IHH( & Henca, It was no SUrprise when Due to the absence of majnr EXAMmS, teachers
(November 11) i ic Nov | Fpm - Zam the 2013 OECD survey revealed that Th_e LL5, scored below average in math and can focus on planning lessons according to
Cast: Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot, i Eﬁ.i;uoﬁ.'s Riverboak rarks 17t among the 34 OECD countries, pupils’ pace of fearning, including field trips
Ezra Miller, Ray Fisher, Jason Momoa | Ticketbs: 2o - 45 e ; = o and class activities to facilitate better learning,
) :é BQHC;«MO. S RLV'E’_TbGﬂLk That being ":..-IJI{|. sl e sugpgested that in ;}‘D1 2. maore Ii.l.-nta 41% of college instead of merely Teach:ng students to cram
. Fueled by his restored faith in humanity and 9 freshmen said the_y did not party at all, Thiswas a recol d low amount F:I time for exams. According the 2015 OECD survey,
k Q‘ inspired by Superman's selfiess act, Bruce Wayne 5 aid ol wilt L he ikl ) dedicated to partying, as tm.npj-:u:ﬂ. 1o years hefare. |.i||.= survey also discovered Finland is ranked 12th in math, fifth in science
i enlists the help of his newfound ally, Diana B i :‘ T-hﬂﬂ“ E ‘-‘i" i = i g e T that students have become increasingly concerned with financial success and less and fourth in reading,
s Prince; to face an even greater enemy. Together, i it st e s et fe “T{“Q;i“ﬁ“m 2 concernad with having a good time.

bop music collectives, EATMEFTOTTART awnd
EMONIGHTSE, on Soubhenst Asia’s only Mis-
sissippi Ziverboak. Prepare for BritPop, Indie
Recle, FPop, Ermo and obher head-banging
z_'luil.l':?? pleasures, and rebro arcade gares
litee Pac—Man, games like beer poing, and
even o Emo malae=up counber, Food from
Sambo Fe Tex-Mex Grill all night, Tickets
from wese bandwagonriverboat.com,

Batman and Waonder Woman work quickly to find
and recruit @ team of metahumans to stand
against this newly awakened threat, But despite
the formation of this unprecedented league of
heroes - Batman, Wonder Woman, Agquaman,
Cyborg and The Flash - it may already be too late
to save the planet from an assault of catastrophic
proportions.

It seems that Finnish students have a good
It appears that what we see on the media is indeed larger than life, balance of study and play, and still manage to
yield respectable grades.
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BY NINA GAN

HE PRUDENCE

RO10COL

SEX ED AROUND THE WORLD

Thanks to the internet, the youth of wday have more than school to tm to when it comes to learning abour the birds

and the bees. However, it's also important 1o stress the importance of sex ed in dassrooms, since ic's probably the first
time kids will be exposed to the concept of 'sex’. And because it sure as hell is awhward to ask parents for advice,

When it comes o Singapore, its nota stretch 1o say thar we are a prude sociery, Recently, SMU got into a bic of hor
water when it sent out a mass mailer to their students, offering discounts on condoms — breaching their policy that
prohibits companies from selling condoms to students. On Facebook, keyboard warriors were quick ro paint our thar

schools shouldn't ‘promore promiscuity’ that way. And so remains Singapore’s stance on prudence,

But what is the view on sex ed — and prudence - around the world?

""""’-luu.'.
.
-
-
-

JAPAN

Although it's known fooe fin I:Ilﬂt.ll.\.lliﬁ :rrnt:'.lln}' mange aid

ASIA

‘massaze” parlours, Japan remains very copseryvanve: sx n]
renuaing & subject thar parenis ind eachers are embarrased = .
o dhiscuss, But even when tIN.'_I.' dov have s ed, iy inthe ® =
usial coneexe of huving 4 family or preventng 5 TD racher . "
thari topics like abartdon or IVE In Facr, public artimudes are %
becaming Jess permnissive than belore = half of reens in 2005 ¥

under 15 knew how o use a condom, which resulted in
#0% of teen pregnancics ending 11 abormian,

Teenage birth rate: & in 1.000 .

CHINA

oo | lssse 30 | 18

The Clommmmmunist Party wnder Chatrman Mo was {JII:HIII‘-J?-'
privdish, and that astitude has persisted to this day, Sex od is
famoushy abysmal in the couneryz in 2011 & Chincse couple
oiedd 1o get progeang by |::ri.|1g nexr 1o vach other for 3 Vi,
Earlier this year, a surprisingly progressive sex éd curriculum

wiis st up for kids, bur prude parents called for the

FFHIE;IHI'I'IIIH.' { (4] IH.' I"Iillllp"l:f Il.'llllh'fi!. R.I:'I..I::Ilrl:f, IIlII-'lTr'll::f

students are demanding better sex education from their

schools to counter rising abortions (10% of smudents

admirted o h.awng o] and HIY caes:

Teenage birth rate: 7 in 1,000

Thie ape of consent in Asia varies wildly by counrry — while in Singapore ir's 16, ir's only 13 for
bath Japan amd South Korea, Fyen so, all three countries are notorions for low wen birth mics
(they're in single digins}, Much of sex ed in schools across Asia are about abstinence andfor
family, and fn some coanerics, there is vimually nosex education — awe for the

.
usual biology ksson = due o i beingr a raboo subject.
| Doy ke fue to in being o ral bjeet

7 GOUTH KORE

Texthooks on sex el in Kores include sections on biological
ey and the ‘culture” of ex, but it Lirgely involves the concept
of love and ‘communicating with the opposioe sex’ — for
L'x:lnlp[;.', stucdenis ne U red o |1:|.'p-|1|||:|i.|..|| sammtd bores like
"why is your bov/gidiriend always late!”, Even with
hundreds of illustrations, sex ed in Korea is obsessed with
cverything surrounding sex, except the act of sex itself, 5o 0%
oo surprise that Koreans turm to porn (they're the highest
H spenders-on porn in the world, with 327 per person — the

* - LIS a.p:l:u]\ £45),

L AN Teanage birth rate: 2 in 1,000

Yy

= S CANDINAVIA

.,.'iF'

Seandinavia has some of the lowest rates of teen pregrancies
in the would, bat i ilso has some of the most comprehensive
- and chilled = sex ed careicwla o there. Nurw.'l.:r has a
cheerfully explicie sex ed viden for 8-<to-12-vear-olds that
woild shock Game of Thrones fans, and includes French
kissing, hickies, sex, and masturbarion. Swedish students
learm abour everything from consent and condams o
challenging ricial and genider-hias in relationships. In

Dremymnark, sex ed is dl:ril:ll.: & eurious thing: rather than
preventing pregnancy, teachers are warning teens about the
risks of waiting too long ns have kids (hirth raves sire
|'|ll.||1'|||||:lir|!_'. in Denmarkd.

Teenage birth rate: 6 [Norway, Sweden),
. &(Denmark)in1.000

. .
LA

ENGLAND

S ed has only recently been made mandatory for all
schools since earier this year; priviously only pubilic schoals
wWerT n.'\qnirl.'d. The new curriculum will be I:.||.|1_:|11 Fresm
20149, and will include relationship issues, as well as the
danpers of sexting, online pornography and-sexual

II.I'.'I.‘-!«I'I'I'.'"'. !II rlrllll.ll 'I LY EHII.FIH. 1|'|1.' I.I.h. us “'I.Hljl.l IH' (18]
building healthy relationships and staying safe, while in
secondary school it wonlbd focus on sex and relarionships,

However, parents can il |||.|[| their kids from these clases. 2

Teenage birth rate: 14 (for all of UK} in 1,000 ,-'

5 3

THE VATICAN

Pope Francis and his crew revised Church sex education
recently, sparking controversy across the Catholic world -
bt it's noe becanse they were against wx ed, they argascd

FOR it The new guidelines recommend co-ed sex ed classes,
and don't encourage celibacy or condemn adulery,
homosexuality, musturbarion and COracC o,

Unsurprisingly, these were ton much for conservarive
Christians o handle, leading many US-based Christian
Eroups to proes this II:'\.'.II:I:I'K'I:' Varicin sex ed Jrogranm.

THE REST OF 1HE WORLD

NWhen it comes 1o Western countrics, the sex ed curricalum yarbes wildly — some are very
inclusive (with isiwes like gender identity and explicic sex ‘instructions’) while senne are
surprisingly vague, Meanwhile o pet around a ‘aboo’ subjecr, the Middle Ease and Nigeria
have mmed to the digital world, creating apps aid online platforms o inform folks about
their sexuality

There are 2 sex ed curriculs in the Uz comprehensive sex od,
or ."lh'.li.tlrlli.l:-unl:r, and these dl.'pd.':ld wn which state the kids
live in. Sex ed in the LS i largely about abstinence, and
there's no national standard for what kids leam. Surprisingly,
not all seates pequice compulsory sex ed classes, and some of
these clusses aren’t oven required to be medically comrect. In
fact, studies hive shown thar formal sex sducanion lus been
on i '|I'CJI.|_!.' decline fioe 20 years as h:‘l:i.gihu:. beltels dominine
b ehiis gopic i denle with, At a rexule, the US has the

Teenage birth rate: 21 in1,000  .-"

AUSTRALIA

Diespite a 2015 Ausmalian study thar found childeen as
young a5 8 ane \||-:1wi|||__: early signs af |11:|s-r|:|f.'. theresa
"baifling” Lack of sex education in schools A report revealed
thar i Victoria school allowed & Chiristian grog vo reidch sex
e using s irl|Ii|1i::|.|l:\f-ll||.||i|:ru\ museerials wnd misinforeation
like how females have chemicals thar make them more
“needy”. Research indicates smudenrs” knowledpe abour 5TTs
el NS i|1:u|u.|l|:u.|r. Vel l|1|:r|:|gl| voung Austrabian stadons
are generally sexually experienced.

. Teenage birth rate: 14 in 1,000

USA

highest rate of teen pregnancy in the developed world. !

10 FINISH OF..

In this day and ape, it fronic that the more the world becomes interconnected. the more sx ed
comics under artack, Sex ed can protect children from senual abuse, or even help roung adulrs
tike chivices about thelr bodies - and 1t should conie from the right setrce, and ;xl:lin':uty st via
porn. Mo matier how prude a society, one shouldn’s mistke fmorance for purio
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HOW THE CHI

Long before Xi Jinping declared his ‘one belt one road’ initiative,
the Chinese diaspora had spread far beyond the usual Chinatowns
that we know. We have the colonial European powers — particularly
the Portuguese - to thank for shipping the first batch Chinese to
far flung lands way back in the 16th century as slaves.

After the African slave trade was outlawed in the 19th century,

the British came up with a dodgy form of employment: contract
labour. And they turned to Asia to stock up on ‘coolies’, aka slaves
with a signed contract. From 1847 to 1874, up to 500,000 Chinese
coolies were shipped to the Americas, Africa and Southeast Asia,
often shanghaied into their new “careers”.

PORTUGUESE & MACAQ: SLAVE TRADE

When Portugal started trading in Asia, they were already experienced slave »

traders. As far back as the 1520s, Chinese slaves have been bought, and
then traded in Lisbon in the 1540s. Some were brought over by Portu-
guese viceroys who procured them from China and Malacca along spice
routes. Some of these slaves consisted of kidnapped boys as young as 5
years old.

China’s relationship with the
Portuguese began in 1557,
who used Macao as a trading
port for slaves from China, as
well as (predominantly) Japan
and the rest of Asia. From
there, slaves were shipped

to Goa (then a Portuguese
colony) and Lisbon — from
where some found their way
to Brazil, becoming the first
Chinese to set foot there in
the 16th century.

It wasn't until 1624 that the King of Portugal forbade the enslavement
of the Chinese and Japanese, due to international pressure rather than
conscience. However, the Dutch picked up the slack and enslaved Asian
people in colonial South Africa from the 1650s.

Fast forward to the 1840s and we start seeing the Chinese being traded
again — this time under the official title of ‘coolie’.

A NEW KIND OF SLAVE

By the early 19th century, slave trading was being out-

lawed across Europe — beginning with Denmark (1802), then
Britain (1807), Holland (1814), France (1818), Spain (1820) . =
and finally Portugal in 1836.

To replace African slaves, the British first experimented with
this ‘coolie’ system when they imported 200 Chinese to Trini-
dad in 1806. Coolie traders claimed that workers were willing
to indenture themselves for 6-8 years. In reality, contracts
were rarely honoured, and most of the men were kidnapped
or deceived; the trade was even referred to as ‘mai jiu jai’
(sale of piglets), possibly referring to their pigtail hairstyle.

MACAQO TO SOUTH AMERICA

For over 300 years, Portuguese Macao was a marketplace
for human labour — initially trading in slaves, they simply
switched to trading coolies once Portugal outlawed slav-
ery. Most of the coolies ended up in Latin America.

The Portuguese brought coolies to its Brazilian tea planta-
tions. Even the Dutch brought Chinese coolies from Macao
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A coolie revolting

by Nina Gan

DED FAR FROM HOME

SOUTH
AMERICA

to their colony, Suriname, to replace the African slaves in sugar plantations
after slavery was outlawed.

Most coolies from Macao ended up in Spanish colonies. Over 100,000
coolies were sent to Peru from the 1850s to the 1870s for work in sugar
plantations, as well as in the guano, rail, and cotton industries. About
125,000 coolies were sold to Cuba between 1847-1874 to work on sugar
plantations and guano pits.

Typical Chinese coolies
The hazardous conditions
the coolies faced resulted in
a high mortality rate (up to
half died) — as a result, many
coolies revolted by escaping
or killing their overseers. The
Chinese government eventually =
stepped in and eliminated the
coolie trade in 1874. However,
coolies were still used until the
early 20th century.

TO OTHER FAR FLUNG PARTS

The British and French also imported coolies to Africa. The British began
importing Chinese coolies into Mauritius in 1829 to replace their slave
labour in sugar plantations, and used them to work in gold mines in South
Africa. The French used coolies for railroad-building in Madagascar in
1896. Even the Germans were using coolies in German Samoa in the late
1800s for their tobacco plantations.

QUidebook of
chifag in Pery

After their contract ended, many coolies returned to C [
China, although many stayed on and opened small H lFA
grocery stores or restaurants, and married local i PRIMER Toma
wives.

WHAT HAPPENED AFTERY

In the case of Cuba, the number of
Chinese in Cuba resulted in the creation
of Havana's Chinatown (Barrio Chino
de La Habana), one of the oldest in
Latin America. Peru has one of ¥
the largest Chinatowns, Calle
Capon (Barrio Chino), and over
6,000 Chinese restaurants
called ‘chifas’ which serve
Chinese Peruvian fusion food. In Brazil, the Chinese
live alongside alarge Japanese population in
Liberdade, Sao Paolo.

Many of the coolies who've settled overseas have
thrived for generations, and can generally be distin-
guished from newer immigrants by the languages they
speak — in addition to local languages, they speak ei-
ther Hakka or Cantonese as they originally were mainly

from Guangdong.

within all of us, 80 while you're =
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at your lecture, why no ; i
dream;ﬁegﬁ‘veiaﬂmmly gseen some of thes; E::i i.a?ame
maghfmrka but can you place them on & mMap
" 1
}a&hral.t tests your knowledge of geography!

The urge to travel is

. Conault with an actual

DIRECTIONS

. Cut out the markers

containing the landmarks

. Try and pin them to the

respective locations |

map: if you've pinned it in
the right country,
congratulations!
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Bachelor of Engineering with Honours in
Mechanical Engineering, Class of 2017

Coventry University, UK
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