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and financial commitments. To help lift the
burden, there are a number of ways you can
offset your costs.
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02: Cult or Generational Trend?
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Has giving become & mindless cult?
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The irrisistible appeal of the fantasy fandom
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We make you smile better.
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Join our Facebook and get our latest kﬂates!

6250 0630

Toa Payoh Central

Bik 186 Toa Payoh Centrat
#01-418 Singapore 310186
(Beside Toa Payoh Library)

6241 0123

Bedok Central

Bik 210, New Upper Changi Road,
#01-733, Singapore 460210
(3 mins walk from Bedok MRT Station)

GET
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with our Customised Take-Home Whitening Kit.

6299 3556
Beach Road
Bk 14 Beach Road #01-4661

Singapore 190014
(Beside Golden Mife Food Centre)

6777 1712

Clementi Central

Bik 446 Clementi Avenue 3
#01-187, Singapore 120446
(Near Ciementi MRT Station)

Want to see your name somewhere in this mag?
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The Clear Alternative to Braces

EPEES
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Creating life-transforming smiles every day for more than 20 years!
Thank you for your continual support and referral of friends and families to us.

Ang Mo Kio Central

Blk 727 Ang Mo Kio Avenue 6
#01-4270 Singapore 560727

Yew Tee

Yew Tee Square #02-228
Bik 624 Choa Chu Kang

(Located opposite Bk 724
AMK market & food centre,
5 mins walk from AMK MRT station)

Street 62 Singapore 680624
(In front of Yew Tee MRT Station)
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CULT OR A o
GENERATIONAL TREI!D?

The global phenomenon of
Urban Yoga and Activewear

The term “cult” usually refers to a secial
group defined by its beliefs (be it
religious, spiritual or philosophical), or
its common interest in a particular
personality, object, or goal. With the
boom of the activewear industry, a
certain age-old discipline has also risen
to fame across the globe: Yoga, a
traditional practice originating frem India
that has become the poster child for
health and wellness, promoting a
stronger sense of mental clarity, physical
fitness, flexibility, and strength.

&

THE CULT OF ACTIVEWEAR

Lululemon: The wildly popular activewear
brand that has gained a huge following
globally since opening its first store in
Vancouver back in 2000, An activewear giant
that has created a brand that promotes a
lifestyle built around embracing positive
mantras, practising self-care, and creating a
community of fashion-conscous urban yogis.

Let's face it. One way or another, we have
all been a participant in this phenomenon.
Whether we have warn an over-priced
contour-pleasing pair of tights, attended a
free in-stare or outdoor yoga class, or
passed a stranger on the streel carrying
the company's reusable shopping bag with
inspiring slogans like "Do one thing
everyday that scares you’.

In the midst of pursuing the aesthetic
lifestyle of an urban yogi (with 508
butt-hugging tights, a matching crop top and
an overpriced padded yoga mat), have we
lost the intention behind the traditional
practice of yoga? Have we allowed activewear
apparel giants succeed in feeding society's
hunger for narcissism instead of digging
deeper and asking ourselves what genuine
values yoga embaodies?

Are we practising yoga for asceticism and
sell discovery? Or is yoga an afterthought
and a justified excuse for purchasing pricey
warkout apparel; a case of enclothed
cognition - donning expensive activewear
to look and feel the part of an urban yogi
dedicated 1o the discipline.

REDEFINING YOGA IN
THE 215T CENTURY

At this paint, maybe we need to pause and
re-think our motivatiens for practising yoga.
The fundamental philosophy of yoga
encourages being non-judgmental and
compassionate to others and curselves. Yoga
is not about perfection or performing a
beauriful pose 1o show other people on
Instagram, It's not a competition of flexibility,
nor is it about comparing yourself to the
person next 1o you in yoga class.

Rather, this traditional discipline is about
becoming attuned to our individual self, in
body and mind, to practise mindfulness
(2018 word of the yearl) and making room
for exactly where we are, while letting go of
judgement. The more we do yoga, the more
we can recognise that even our own slates
tan change day to day, moment to moment.

When we strip down the facade of
successiul activewear companies such as
Lululemon or Aloyega, it is more than just
that $129 pair of sculpting tights you are
purchasing. We are buying into a lifestyle,
inte a community of people from all walks
af life that are attracted 1o yoga for
various intentions; whether for the
superficial image of just looking good in a
form-fitting pair of tights while doing a
"downward dog” pose, or genuinely
seeking to practise "mindfulness”.
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6 DEGREES OF . -
KPOP-SESSION .

Kpop fans: you either hate "em..or you're one of them. As someone
who has fallen deep down the Kpop rabbit hole for several years
now, I've seen my fair share of crazy Kpop fans and trust me, Kpop

fans can get to a whole other level of crazy. So here are the six
levels of extreme Kpop fan tropes that you will inevitably
encounter when you join the fandom.

@ the fomo fan

This is the tamest out of the whole
spectrum of extreme Kpop fan types,
These are the fans who will make time
to attend every single opportunity to
meet their idols up close: they're the
ones you'll see at the airport or at every

concert/fan meeting event. They are also

the fans who will spend thelr money on
all the merchandise their faves put out
=some even have dedicated Kpop
“shrines” in their roams for their
precious growing collection of albums.
lightsticks, posters etc.

@ the “love

1s blind” fan

This next level are the fans who are so
infatuated with their idols and view
them as literally perfect in their eyes
When an idol gets invelved in a
"scandal” or gets flak for something
hefshe did or said, you will see these
fans all up in the comments
defending their idals with-a list of
reasons why it wasn't their fault It
doesn't matter if the idol brought the
controversy upon themsealves due to
their own recklessness: to these fans,
their idols are faultless angels that can
do no wronag. thus they feel it is their
moral duty as fans to defend and
protect them.

£,

@ the

landmine fan

One note of caution: You never want to
rmess with these fans. If you so much as
disagree with anything about their
idels, vou'll immediately be labelled as a
hater. Criticise a certain group’s song or
don't flancy a member’s looks? Hater
status confirmed. be prepared for an
onslaught of mean comments coming
your way. These fans sometimes can be
an extension of the Towve is blind” fan -
their delusional, perfect ideal of their
idols can result in thermn shutting down
amyone elsa who thinks otheraise.

This is where things get borderline
creepy, These are the fans who can get
quite TMI in expressing how much they
love their idols. I'm going to spare you
the details but just scroll the comments
section of any Kpop-related video and
vou'll see what | mean. These are wsually
the fangirls who see their idols as
more than just oppas, they are their
husbands, boyfriends, or even sons.

@ the koreahoo

Ever heard of the term "weeaboo™ A
koreaboo is the Korean egquivalent. it
refers to non-Korean people who try
too hard to be Korean. to the point
that they truly believe they are Korean
and end up forsaking their own
culture, This usially results in people
making a cringey fool of themselves
trying to portray what they think
Koreans are like, based on what they
think they know from Kpop/Korean
entertainment or stereotypical tropes
partrayed in the media.

@ thc sasaeng

This is the epitome of obsessed Kpop
fans. so much that | don't think they
deserve the title of fan™ anymore. The
term “sasaeng” comes from the Korean
word for "private life” and they describe
people who go to crazy extents to get
their idols” attention. These include
harassing or stalking idols, breaking into
their dormis to steal their belongings.
almost poisoning them and even
sending them letters written in their
own menstrual blood. Well, if they really
want to be remembered by their idals,
they sure will be remembered - just not
i a positive way,

MINDFULNESS FOR THE MASSES?

Every fandom is not without its own crazy extreme fans but hey, that's
what makes them unigque! Sure, these fans might not have such a good
reputation and might do some questionable things but they add to the
drama and exciterment of belonging in a fandom. In fact, most of us Kpop
fans are actually nice, logical people who stay within the boundaries of
being a fan. So come be a part of us, we don't bite...

These successiul apparel giants may have cashed in on the health and
weliness boom and they may not necessarily promote the true ascetic
principles of traditional yoga, but they should certainly be credited for
opening up the practice of yoga to thousands of people around the
' warld and introducing the concept of “mindfulness” and “being
present” to a fast-paced society that is surely crying for a socially
acceptable outlet to pause and reflect on [ife.
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Mention the word ‘cult’. and most of
we would aither immediately Hhink of
famously weird cult groups. of cult
collectible Hems, Both are correct.
gince they both have a loyal Following
whe worghip the brand, and wedld
spand money angd FHime on Hhem. So
how do we dietinguish o cult Frem. say.
a religion or a product? Much like
hipeters, you can spot one by how mad
they. get when you call ¥hem hipaters.
Cults don't call themselves cults ~
they call themeelves churches. of
clubg. or vour Friends. becauvse o one
logically Joing a cult on purpose. To
help you o your way, herg are some
hallmarks of classic culs.

THER RECRUITMENT C

Some groups vee etress and personalidty +ests o garfer
recruite. targeting people who are suffering (e, those who
havie issues with relotonships. career, ate) or are at their lew
peirt in like. Some groups tailer their piteh o present their
cult as being an exact it for g Neubis’'s insecorities: colt
sneaker brands make yvou Feel ke you're part of an exclusive
group go you don't feel isclated. Even smart people can be
swayed — fof instance. Japanese coult Aum Shinrikyo's
members incduded wealthy businessmen and etaky (nerde) in
the acience and tech sector

THEIR IDEOLOGY

Grougs cdn Pecome dangerous
ctlts when they are deceptive.
dangerous. and oppose the basic
rules of society. Coulbs offen

e

. HHE F“[l ﬂr n‘m ”-.-.f +each an ideclegy +hat Hhey are
b . \

K

nlIEH sul“.s " and that those against Hheir
teachings are ‘evil’ for clreless).
in short, they braifeash their members. Scientologiets. for
inetance. +each their members that human bodies contain
eVl alienis thet are the cavse of all phrsical end mental
lnees. Loyal Fane of cult brands like Apple Wil swear by i
since they are enly Famillar with their operating system.

THEIR SECRET CODED LANGUAGE

Many cults use secret languages o code words +o Further
isolate thett mambers from socliety. O the othear way round.
in the Bed Pill cult = a group of hopeless men Who simply
want fo bed women ~ members vee secret ferms like
LM (Lost Minute Resistance) to describe a woman who
rejected a sexual adviance. OF course. Fans of cult Fandoms
like Star Lifare alse havie their own ferminologies. like ‘Use

+he Force'.
~AEhAFVMOOLED
s e -
=1=FAd £LIAN D
LT S AR AR T £
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Some brands have loval fans whao defy
BY ESHWARAN norms and conventions. Fans so loval,

they stake out overnight for the Ealest

release, or only consume products

Lhat come from their beloved brands
& because Lo them, nothing else
compares, With a combination of
L hype-worthy products and social

media marketing, these brands have
created a following that is the envy of

Selling a religious experience oo

e have all heard our favounte Amencan
Youtubers and influe s mention this
bt { el Shved

TEST

IPERSONALITY|
| \

s purmped into the
1 imagine all the
1. making

sroducts

THEIR MEMBERSHIP FEES IR ?

Lhile colts often rely on denations. many
have a business model that provides a
product or service for a fee +o cemant
Hheit stayifg power of fecfuld mote
members, Many culte make tHheir
members pay a percerntage of their
eariings. while some make membefrs pay
For ‘clagees’. of implement monthly Fees,
or force +their members 4o donate all
Helt pessessions. Same megackurches
border on being a cult. but unlike citts.
chiirches get tox breaks.

ed most - beir
hatspots and getting

Sorme culte make a fon of money — for
instance, Bancke Baineesh (Hhe cult
featured in dletilixs ‘Ll Wild Coundry)
made USEIZ0 milllon. enceugh' for e
leader +o buy Beolle Boyces and priviate
Jete. Cult brands alge make a ton of cash
= Alke's Jordan Brang pesahed Michasl
Sordar’s net wordh fo USSELES Billion.

anc delivers it in the

HEIR EXIT POLICY

ner, leaving

Nacke the g

with

Inevitably. some members catch on that
they're part of a crazy cidt and they want
+o get out Bot s net ds easy as exiting
Ha- Frond doert

Many cults block Hher members From
guittng — eitbher because they doent want
their extortion escrete leaked. or because
+hey dorvd wand fo lose +heir mondthly
revenue = by Imposing high exi costs or
inducing Fears of Fallure and reolation.
Some crozier colts Wil alee barass any
ex-membara who leave. especially if they
publicly badmouth the erganisafion. fn some
coses. members had fo physically jailbreak
out of a compound. Luckily For members of
ctilt collectibles lke Bearbricks. the axit
etrategy is +o simply not buy new toys

tions, and the lact these

Consumers are picky and have high exp

brands hawve gained a following that « labaled as cull-like
speaks to the del
expenence. IUs thase untorgelttable experence a
will make consumeérs come back for mare.
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MATAMOROS HUMAN SACRIFICE CULT

1 )‘J Matamores, a northeastern state in Mexico cihy, experienced a horrific shock with the
. gruesome news about a gruescme cult and s heinous murders in (989,

Weeks later, his remains were discovered i a remote ranch in the cutskirts of Matamores

H f It all be.gan when pre-med student Mark Kiha went mi:ssinﬂ duh"nﬂ a spr'mg break vacoton
ear His bran was found boiled n a cauldron filed with blood and other human bones.

Cults ~ The word alone sends shivers down our Over fhe decades, cults have baffled (and This was when fhe Matamores Human Sacrifice Cult came to ight. Run by Rdelfo Constanze,
spines as we picture figures draped in robes, ﬁ‘ﬁhmmcﬂ soaety with therr unorthodox practices knoum by cult members as El Padro (The Godfather), the cult would offen beat, shoot, or
marching around a raging fire, eeriy chanting Tupical features of cult-like behaviour include dash their victims, before viciously mufilating their bodies in a human sacrifice ritual. When
N unison as 'I'he!' engage in a human sacrifice excessive control of s members, a serious case Kilroy was found, about fifteen other mutilated corpses were discovered around the ranch
ritual to honour some strange god. of groupthink, submission, and even absurd gender

roles that may lead to sexual ex{:hﬂtxﬁnn Constanzo, who was said to be nvelved with drug smugglers outside Mexico, believed that
défihion, cult 71 ko cech these rituals would help protect them against the low. Recording fo Serafin Hernandez, a
i‘jm e cm:“idered u?':ﬂ i re:;g";: i %Irrws ore Bn el _— ey led member of the cult, such prachces would make them “impermeable to bullets and

untouchable by police.” To escape being convicted by the law, Constanzo erdered his

extrerist, with its body of adherents living in an to some dramatic, and even fragic consequences. underfing to kil him in 1990

uncoenverthonal manner
MLIE S 8 TRV AR The Incas, Mayans, and Aztecs were famous for their human

HEAVE(V 'S GATE sacrifices - most of fhem children
KV KLUX KLAN

Led by Marshal Herff Ppplewhite and Bornie Netties, the Heaven's Gate cult operated on a
bizarre phiosophy, based on Christian befiefs combined with UFD themes

Pnﬁsibijmnfhnmﬁ?mel*mmaﬂimﬁﬁwg,hkkkisn:mﬁ'm
many are familar with. Helmed by raast beliefs, the Kk is a white

supremacist cult formed m 1Bkb. When it was first established, the kKX would
mnmcm-mmwewmmm Some of
ther wichms were even murdered

RApplewhite beleved that Z,000 years age, Earth was visited by extra-terrestrial bengs from
the "Kingdom of Heaven” These extra-terrestria beings alegedy commanded the mind of
Jesus Christ. During the 19705, Rpplewhite befeved that the extra-terrestrial bengs had
returned fo earth and that one of them was residing within his body,

Rpplewhite managed to convinee his members that the onky way fo reach the "Kingdom of
Heaven", dso known as "“The Mext Level”, was to leave their bodies, He befeved that a
spacecraft would fake them o "The Next Level”, and the only way to leave ther bodies
would be through suicide.

bn the 19205, the KK was said to be mvolved m severd criminal consprraces.

However, the group managed to gam some form of polfical mfluence, electing
i candidates to state offices. The group had ganed a strong

folowmng in the Southern States such as Rlabama, Louisiana and Texas

This led 1o an unfor-funate modence of mass swade i March of 1997 when 39 members,

who lived fegether, were found dead in their California mansion, The members were al

dressed i black shirts, sweat pants and brand-new Mike Shoes. They ol had one five-dalar

bill and three quarters in their pockets,

EL A IATa8E] Foshans beheve that kfe on Earth was created by abens calied fhe
W,MWHMSMMWWMIX& sent a bunch of ahens

Fast forward to present day, and the KKK is stil an active organisation in the
United States, with a memberchip rangmg between 5,000-2,000 pecple. KiK
rafies are shl held frequently, and up fo 2013, the KKK even hosted its oum
HouTube shm»ﬁﬂadﬂﬂﬁnch‘ew&w,upmgrmdeggmdfwm.
MenNmisurduHempren'miﬁgrwpstesinﬁr

il g

to earth fo cause spirthual harm . : . agendas to the KKK, and are gaining more exposure in the Trurnp era.
“The World Mission Society Church of God '
BLLESUREGASSSSNY WORLD MISSION SOCIETY CHURCH OF GOD CHILOREN 0F GOD
Much controversy stil surreunds fhe World Mission Society Church Of God (WMSCoE) - Out of all the other cults mentioned above, the Children OF God cult probably adheres
whether or not the organisation should be considered a cult remains debatable. However, some to the most perverse ideclogy Fu_.mder David Berg e:s!qblmd The cult in early 1969,
ex-followers have daimed that the church subjects its folowers to mind control, and that church Cult members, both adults and children, lived fogether in communal housing called
leaders allegedly confroled personal aspects of their lives, such as romantic relationships. hornes”, with ifs oceupants referred fo as “families.™ At one point, COG had 130

eormunrhes around the world.
Established in Korea in 1964 by its founder Ahn-Sahng-Hong, the WMSCOG believes in “God The

Father” and "God The Mather”, and does not recnﬂni;& Christmae or Eacter. In the past fFow Bd.sxﬂﬂtj? ﬂ-\e C0G was a cul of _hEPms engaging in sexual |n‘t'erm|_,!rse_ with children.
years, the WMSCDG has since expanded infernationaly, reaching over 1,000 people in 175 while claiming to u?e.rn'i‘e nh_ﬂmshan bejne.fs. E'B"ﬂ was &0 rooted in has philosophy, he
countries. d\eged-lj enﬁaaed n sexcunl infercourse with his bm&nﬂmﬂ] dnuah'h:r Members were
encouraged fo engage m sexual activiies with children as young as 10 years old;
A PEOFLE "“5“2'-"5 interview of & former WMSCHE mermbers revealed that the church had sexual mterftwrsg within bm!nglmi farmilies was \;mi _u_rmsun] Farents were rmssurl'.ed
attermpted to isolate members from their famiy, and employed the use of bramwashing that by aloutng kids Tu explore sex, they were "roising chidren the natural way.
techniques. Members were encouraged to donafe at least 10-15% of their mcome o fhe : ;
WMSCDG, and some ex-members claimed that they were encouraged fo drop out of college, In udu.:liharf, adultery was also Encll::l.n.*ugad One :‘I" the eult's unorthodex recrutment
resign from fheir jobs and fimit the fime spent with families fo recruit new members for the practices included the concept of "flirty fishing”, which involved female members
Wamm_ having sex with men n an a‘l’i‘ew‘t to convert thern
B LI T i p]) korea-based Unification Church (aka Moonies) operated very sirilar to W Rajneesh Moverent was famous for its promohion of free

WMSCHG, sex (minus the minors)
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BAPE
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York Cits. The core of the heand was
teeply mooted skate culture, and prided
el for fts hyvpe guality, Today, a simple

accessonies and Gistyle ilems. The
labsel has expanded bevond Fapan and
riw hus stores in big cities like London,
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1 i o e Yol ek = -1 By
ALK Iomieys Hi JApdneds jaac ' Mowesz. They are alto iredtiiaably linked fo Teitha s i el LRI T e Tl b T e T -
recently nmehed o 13-picce capsule Perchaiges vorr remember e Loeils i T & g _.{- ) BAAPt S e gl o
collection in collabsmation with Tootlll i il Supreme colliboration in A E-NTETY STITERIGET IS dRAGE M NER, = Medacenmn T, Badrobi, Finiko, o5 well as homegrom —
. ’ i . ¥ ‘ Ei i - . § . il M X 4 ¥,
club Paris Saint Germaln (PSGL The wardy o1 which stk ug L e NGBk o e [ g, Iabels Lloe Alplty Jaxx and Flabsiab, In addmon 1o - ':..,
Ay 2017 o —

streebwear sceie sinl soon came L collaboranng warly armses, breands ke Faonke and Faidabar

recodnised s ane of he iy pe-est Dpicaatly iconed in Smised odition (ressally a fon
collabaorations in bisters, Persanally, i X
thye Lonils Voilton X Sapreme Bed Epl
keepall Bapdouliere Duille g strock uere il Hhese o from, aand el & the J;I-fl:!".':;
e a5 U most ieenic item in the '
cosllecliom Dusich e Wb mow Telches ap
Loy Us%Sn.775 il online rescllers,

recent oollaboration, which celebrales
the opening of BAPE's new store in Lhe
Lo Marais district, pays Wribke to
France through its adaptation of 2 blue,
reedl senad while color palette, A small
Eiflel Tower makes il guestappearice
onn Uiee Bl beeast of (e co=hramded
HAPE shark hoodic

rdeners

aleo 1 e collectibe collabs watly pop onltre oo liks

: ; Stoeet Fighites, Rick s Morty, or Hello Ratty,
Presinelroed), #le doys are msennt o iy, ot play. B = ST y

For hegiomer toy collectors, there ane
bl baxes from boads ke Kideobot,
Mighty Jaxs, s Medicoin st cetml] m
st S310.520, Bur senous colléctors

Feecenthy, Sopreame Lemmied ag wilh e : I
head o L =Fle] ket (tems.

[BY NATALIE KWAN] ] North Face o relesise hele Expedition

colbection - a seriles of pekels, leetes

5 J f = Vil tovs can be boughin oubine vis
.'|||||rx|1||~.. Redeased on Nowvember 20, J 3 i POPek i VE il il odihine via

aoai in Brooklyn, L Lomdon and Paris. retailess like Ridoobaot, Flabskalb o
e Sipreme T Sorth Face Fall 2m8
colBection sold oot almaost instantly wnd

k b wwrw ey sivatlalde irosgh reseliers.

Miglrry Jaxx—bur don’t be sucprised i

-2 [t The popilar stems sell onr fast, only to be
" listed on resell o auction sites like cBax
Blind box 1:|_l.' Kidrobhot e

Ihe cull of streetwear I I I G U R E S
7 — . = - 4 —_— - =1 oy | ]
Cop or deop? Streetwear is a Bashion trend tial T he Y (C () M ‘ ‘ ] ' : =
ltas Deen consistently thriving and it secins \ ik b ] = = L —-
that this trend is here o stay. Every lime an Releused in 2001, the BE@RBRICK senes— by e ' ! : ' ! '
jeonic streetwear favonrite like Supreme has a P e e e R e e A R = e = 5 A A
weh drop, its often quickly snapped up within I:__'," B e e e : \Vivd > B S~ N\ V A <
seconds, Streetwear aficionados are willing to P e ’ \ ¥ I x'i k- .

spend hundeeds amd thonsamds of dollars on
apparel, and pieces from popular brands are
highly coveted. fetehing some insane prices on
the resell nurket.

Same of the most valuable BERRBRICKS age
thene FODO%S siwes, mnde i collabootion witl
lsprnnels ke Billisnmaee Bows Cluby, MNike, aodd Clianel,
An Detodies 2008 collaby wath READYMADE %
BAPE retaled foc 115827
LI5513,000, whale the 2002 a pure stainless steel
collabwnth fapans The Black Sense Maret cetaghed
at even 1TS54

3 Other designers and producers
We talk aboul some leonie steeebwear brands AN
that vou've probahly heard of at least once.

OFF-WHITE Hopefully after reading this, vou'll have PALACE m

| i e bl somiething to talk ahout with the hypeheasts ' : (o
FrErpcled Jusk i vesirs agon, e late = . Rl sharioe HILEH L 1] H
Mice bV, An, Ly Tk anl h?\llf'hilﬁ- in school. Palioe started onl as x skale brand, g

Of-White wirs established by Virgil is recognised today by its distinetive
wadols, The [H. graphic designer, Urimmghe logo designed by London
architeet snd ereative direclor —— illustrator Fergus Parcell. The hrand is
previonsly swned Pyrex Vision, belore - relativedy v, lewdng ondy becr

. R 1 — } ki)
slarting to work on the ieonic Gshion / iy cstablished in the Late 20005 bl has
label we Know biday as O-While apeied stores in hig cilies ke Lomdon

Frsgiived] T strctornd Forms and his : and New York City sinee then
desire toore-visnalize strectwear, a

Aol eonceplualised O-White'slogo =
by wsing a familiar clement we often
s in ey Iifie: ok annd while

Ciehier artisrs ace abe mabdoge thien gk mthe v sodd,

, and o3 eBay ot v
sl Scbastmn Baclon ke Wh atshnsymnne), fuscan
f

b ] Taksshi Murakanu

Freeny, Ron Engl

Basgedon i probably moss Ksown bor his balloon dop
fagrires (aka POPek), while Freeoy is koown for his

| The wome BAWS ffo-.lnj):l:u;{&u

ferented by Apnesiean artist Brias dissected hetees of pop cons o Mano Bros aml

Doanelly), whicl resernbibes 1 elown Lke Mickey Mo Fughali is o prohise st sdiose ovs

Mickey Mouse, debated wy TPE gl 5000

featee bos spnianmee skull gon, whale Murakanm'’s
prieces, Ovniginally deipried for Bouty Heates baghithy coloured areaodes wilhience hesvinyd 1oy ke
il sobd for under TS3200, today it ey sells L] " : called My Dioh,

for over TIS52.500

Palivce dropes also tend bo selloul mither
quickly, and if trying Lo “cop’ the
merchiandise online does ol work,
Palace [ans who reside imreasonahle
striped Hines. Abloh's logo proved to be praeitnily Lo the sbore Joie the line
i stberess when T-shirts hearing and lope Lo land their hands on the

hiack amd white lines sold out quickly I ] EHSG r.‘ ‘q L" coveled] ilems they were hopig for
el ™~

Orren setashog between LSS 1005500 .'-.1l'|h'|:||i.'||_:_: o

. i | Tervs bee yaell (EEstal
Sinee then, prces continge to sltvroclet. For canaly ), teean Ferys terich o sl ooto alansont s |.|||.:||-:ll||-J:.

exarniple, B AWS" Compamon Boba Fen
retabe] ar LISSANE B i psovoe wahsed st
DIS510,650- A Medicom x Kanmokn collab
puece wich retaded ar L1553,050 recently sald

et Lo over LSS25 0000

24 tha ind vesell for over USS 1000, They have not only

collabooted with baads like Nike, Bilhonsice Boys Clobs
and BAPE, but also with tellow antsts

— proving the designer’s ahility Lo i ; R e
create an association to the brand tha v |
resomated] swith Baishion enthosiasls

The skate/steectwear brand recentiy
collubarated with preppy American
label Pole Ralph Lauren, releasing an
icomic collectlon of menswear llems
including tops, trousers. oulerwear and
apvessaries, plus achesic Polo Osford
burttom-down shirt featuring the logos
of heth brasnds,

Whethicr o for the b, thoe antestey, o ‘\.I!:1|5]:|' i 1esile
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Luratung supphies creates the vpe; when MNew tor smag the next dopy These mlleetble Gptinnes love

Youks MobA (siseam of Modern Add)
munounced that they had houred supplies of [I? thanks to ther assocbons 1o mamstrean fshion and
the TISS00 KCAWS Companen. Dauyers cntertunment labels: Lice steerwear labels, they connone

crushed tiewr welsate

captured the estence of zeitpests past and pressnt,

Freeny®

Tox I:(I'.' r'll"1|:-i'f WUV,
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BY GHEONG WEN XUAN

THE CULT OF GIVING

EAMINDLESSCULT?

HAS CHARITY BEGO

* *

DO WEGIVEFOR OTHERS,

\
I‘u

\

e WSS \\“-T.rllﬂ——.k\\\\at“\_—.rnﬂ-—->
+

Picture this it's that time of
the year, you open Instagram
and you're bombarded with &
barrage of posis by friends
whe've gonie for Oversens
Community Involvement
Programmes (0CIPg) - their
beaming faces posited front
and centre, a Messiah figure,
framed by the many
interchangeable faces of
barefoot, skinny children in
tattered clothes.

hat betrer e to ik aboun the massive cult following of the
Harry Patter franchise than o, with Potterheads packing

AND THE ORDER OF THE FANS

g o I L S T 2. e

BY CHEONG WEN XUAN

WHAT CRAZY THINGS

* WHAT HAPPENS wH FN WE GI“E MINDLESSI ?'} the cinenias o catch the long-awaited release of Fantstic DO THEY Do?
UR F[]R UURSEI_VES‘? [ = =Y. Beasts: "The Crnges ol Grindelwald? (Gulty, ' one of those fmatics )
. who squealed roughout.) MWhile all cult faudoms are considerably iu.'u.-.l.:-:l, Potterhieads age uuu.h-dly
These children have been portrayedinsucha B8} Cautionary tales wam against failing to This blind giving never considered that the nrore rild than other fans such s thoese of Kpop, boybands, or even [oothall:
way by volunteers that they have been contemplate: who needs help, is giving Sentinelese could actually be content with ¥ Though author L. Rowling originally intended the books 1o be They are the docile consing ma family of mressve, banneravaving lght
denied individuality and have become phota Justified, and |s it effective? theirway of life/religion/social system, and marketed o Hwleons, thi ‘r'.';nt:.'n::- h“," e Sk e e ey stick=wiclding, costume-doming, car-chasiog, fan chanhng fanates. However,
props to help project a certain self-image, a didn’t want an ignorant foreigner’s ideals il adored by all 10.-:;- all 'i',t'uﬂ;-n. a.!I n.lh‘uw(. and from all over, that’s not to say Potterheads don’t lave their fair share of ery,
plot device in a structured narrative. For example, American missionary john Chau  imposed onto them, : L .
was killed during a self-initiated mission tri ! T 7 F ; S i T Bestcdes reactmg af ghimelast speed whion i comes
Talking about their experiences, people often * to Morth SEnhngl Island by the indigenous ’ In another example of blind giving, take a lock ) IH'IJI b did llla.q?} kX mr_.r St m,h hul“h': E Mh.mrm hf“ hael Drout, ter SUppoing jl.?‘.u. I'llf'!l.‘.:lb-l."ﬁa Iim.r-r;:n-q' also heen
don't mentien the beneficiaries or their * islanders in his attempts to approach them. at Habitak For Humanity, What mest peaple ;m. |ix] LI |.|II.1-4I.'s!.. !di'I-l[\ll!l‘. .-ul.:llml; 1 I::;“II uu.1~| |»r.1 ;u i “f phenomenan N m-..u:n G S S
inclvichuat strugglas, bu.'r‘ rather, they talk ' Armed with gifts, Food, toys, and his Bible, dan't know is that “Habitat homeownars” have CLAlsd (NG e ation IR Uy Mg The Looks fogetaon inspiring Rowlmg, 1 liave pessonally visited the Lello
:?.,uulj:,;::msf::? :'nahklng achan g.: and II.:lh at Chau acted on his t:l:.'.rn will to "better” their to buy their own houses, =|:|a':,r their nwn i Bookshop i Porto, which mnspired the grand
g and tough experience it was for +* lives and offer help in the form of evangelism, mortgages, and perform sweat equity”, i, Hogwans libeary, s well as The Elephant House cati
them. One often sees inspiring pictures of not realising that his actions ware shrouded demonstrate their active participation by e S e e e e e
friends building schools and teaching with the insidious shadow of colonisation, or helping build their own hames. Since X 1.'|‘. i '“1“| ; 1LJ ' N I'Jdl' Iiu EI “.llrl _li. 'I. R i.
children, rather than pictures of individual e at least Western cultural imperialism, beneficiaries are putting in both the work and s _lm S :1|:|=3.J: A I e
banaficiarias. the moniy, this bags the question.. where are te have imspaned Hemgprarts itse If. Both e evalved
3 Despite clear hostility and resistance From the the efforts and monies of valunteers and TG ALY '”":H_-"“M' el fans lm_w b quetie il
In this manner, giving has become centred +* Sentinelese, Chau repeatedly attempted to donors really going to? even pay entry fees to ke a ook insidel
an the giver rather than the beneficiary, thus Force his help ante thern, believing it was best : T :
the motivation behind giving has to be for them, Rather, giving becomes an impasition When T visitedd London eavler this vear, 1 rnshed o the Bunous Platlorm
questioned, as lurking behind this * of anoe’s own ideals, 9% o Rang's Cross mam station (o seo e fanogs wall - o postal for voung
| constructed facade is an empty hypocrisy. witches and wizards to bomd the magoal ogwarts Express. SWhat Twasn’t
L i " Also, Chau approached despite knowing that prepared for was just how long the quenes were, far both the merchandise
Ultimately, people don’t give te make others *

his contact with the Sentinclese would likely
wipe out their population, since isolated
societies like theirs lack immunity to
pathogens carried in modern man, In such a
context, ‘giving” becomes thoughtless,
impasing, and selfish rather than generous,

shop and to ke pictires with the famons rolley. With o fevw lnmidred fans
tiere uat day, the queues snaked acound the staton, and T oever gol mis
protuse i through the wall for the Hogpwants Express,

e  feel better by responding to their material
lack, but to make themselves feel better by
Feeding their own psychological need,

As of 2018, having sold more than 500 million copies
‘worldwide; the series |5 the best-selling In history. it's been
transiated into over B0 languages, and the last four books have
sot consecutive records as the fastest-selling books in history.

LK. Rowling is the world's first billionaire author, and was
named the "Most Infiuential Woman in Britain™ in October 2010,

Stinthonits - whil i i aboid
FBiten, that @4 b

The immersive, fantastical Wizarding World unlverse ts entirety

built by the Imaginative mind of Rowling, Even though the first

bookwas published in 1997, the universe is still expanding, This
universe inciudes (bt is not Umited tol:

- Seven Harry Potter baoks
= The eight-part flm senes starting

Whilst there, T also mred 1o catch The Cursed Clald at the Palace T‘lll.':lllL',-‘
hart tickets were sobd out for weeks, even though the play premicred in
2016, The wndying fervour of the lemons of fins never ceases o amaze me:
All over the world, hordes of fans fock (0 The VWizarding World of Haory
Poltey = Unversal Stidios™ themed attraction. Decked out i tell-tale
CGrvllinedor, Thillepall, Ravenciaw, and Shilienn robes (winch are really
preeyd, fans pay very helty poices just to see-the beloved Dmgon Alley and
the hatlowed halls of Flogwarts, aod of conrse to get a taste of Butterbeer!

e el e

d of Hasry

WHATTO CONSIDER WHEN GIVING AID?

Don't get mewrong, | am hugely passionate about social work and | Feelit's
something everyone should do, but what has to be established first is

3 Daniel Radcliffe
proper research, knowledge and respect. Conducting thorough research A gy (amy Beftarand Abe Carsesd
such as how the organisation is run, how the donations Alow to the L‘lfiildJ ¥ r

beneficiaries [whether as cash or other kinds of aid), helps one give

- Ritioes ko vist  While Portcrbeads aren't the most fanatical extrem spend

thoughtfully and donate carefully! After all, whao can forget the scandalous Nat’ﬂﬂal = Teiing satibiions Tiiwoh visied ] Wik ] ] o s : ‘.ql' mmd{)

: ) ; L Singapore in 20121 amnesmals of e mid money (o poitof the viverse whach o sull g
case of embezziement back in 2005 which shot NKF to notoriety and shook  RROney R S s ; o Tk s s forrhie AR Ak Ba s Pt

bli fd 7 . igital platform B ITENE ; : sockl

ittt oo Fﬂundatfﬂﬂ A serles of spin-off flms (Fantastic et heloee its velease, Foms are even willing o dode oul TISS200 1 | L
When giving, don't Forcefully impose, be ignorant, ﬁ:\ a e _ micinorabili 1ike Hedwig's Gige 1o el ke d pant of its sordd..
condescending, or hypucritica.l. Hever blindly assume im' h"!abltat - I;—]unive}:sme b:ckf [?;.:id-:i::h > “Twenty vears on, Fans are stll ohsessed about the onlt of the oy
that others unequivocally require and want our aid. __________H-u—mf_“ii Beieﬂdl.tvg lmﬁéﬂg;:;. e Tales o o m CTRELTT T Hany Fhl]_r'rluiil-‘t!r'ﬁl: will Liave Tife ill-_lhl'_‘. 2

- Theme parks and atlractions (The Mﬂrmm T - -
Wizarding World of Marry Potter at ———

Universal Studios)
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3. AIR JORDAN 3 RETRO ‘HALL OF FAME' /

according to

BY FAZLI RAHMAT

IrliE LIS

TOP 5 ATR JORDANS
OF THIS ERA

5. AIR JORDAN 4 RETRO OG ‘CEMENT' 2016

I'his was cne of the original four colourways that was released in ’
1987, Complete with never-before-seon ‘wings' that act as lace locks

this retro mu-rc the Hike Aiy branding on the heel, just like
the 1982 00 models. The shoe appeared in Spike Lees £ilm D
Right Thing, transcending the game of basketball to make an
impact in pop culture.

Released in 2016 Retailed at USEESS resells at an avers age-of USESE0

Michael Jordans habdt of lofting pame-winning shots started when the
1%-year old nailed a slam dunk to put North Carolina’s own Tar lieels
up for good during the 1952 NCAA Champdonship game. The ALr Jordan 11
Retro Win Like® 85 celebrates the beginning of Nie victorious matches;
featuring the UNQ team colours on A trAditional ALY Jordan 11 budld,

Relergzed in 2017 Relalled &€ U33220 regells at an average of USHESOL,

This was once exclusively auctioned in 2006 to support Hurricane
Katrina relief efforts and made a comeback this year to honour Mi's
humanitarian e*‘f-:u te. This was the first sneaker to sport the I
umpma 'Ioﬁn and the Jordan brand might not today without it
i n loge and the elephant print remain a
Hike, th e latber was degzigned At the behest of }

Released in May 2018, Retailed at USH190, resells at an averapge of HSRIS0

2. AIR JORDAN 11 RETRO ‘SPACE JAM 2016’

The Alr Jordan 11 Retro Space Jam' 2016 commemorates the 20th

hnniversary of the movie Space Jaw. It was worn by Michael Jordan
himself as a Player Exclusive in both the movie and the 1995 NEA
Playoffa. The 2016 retro was Hike's largest and the most successful
shoe laurnch ever. The sneaker was the first to swap the

traditional #2353 to NS5 comeback #2 on the heel - the first for an
iir Jordan 1l relsace.

T0-D0 1 FifAnLE

Released in 201: Retailed at USEz2

0, resells at an average of V25350

1. AIR JORDAN 1 RETRO HIGH 0G '‘BRED TOE'

When you say "Ar Jordan”, ti
all started with Micl

iis-is the first that comes to mind. It
ael Jordan, who was fined USEL000 per game
for wearing a pair of red-and-black shoos which wviclated NEA's
tniferm rule. That was how the "Banned" colourway came about -
aka 'Bred’ or Black and Red. This retro Bred Toe features a
Chicago Bull-inspired colourway that combines the elements of
the 'Bred’ and "Black Toe' editions of the Adr Jordan 1. remaining
faithful to its O3 1985 roots.

-—4

Released in Feb 2014 Retailed at DBEIA0 resells At an aversge of USHALO

WHY ARE ATR JORDANS EXPENSIVE?

Nike wanted fto keep the Jordan icons coveted and special by keeping the production
Muited, Wwith a high demand, it drives up the market price - thats when youll see
people start to resell their Jordans But a true sneaker collector will do whatever it
takes to own & palr of Jordans; its hard to dmagine the popularity of Mr Jordans
fading anytime s00n.
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PEEPER LOOK INTO TARINTING'S QULT FLMS

Usually filmed on a budget and released
to little excitement, cult movies
eventually evolve into an accepted and
revered narrative among audiences,
even long after their theatrical debut.
Their rise to cult status impinges on
certain factors like a hardcore fan
following, punchy dialogue, and
memorable characters.

Quentin Tarantino's 1992 Reservoir Dogs
is a nonlinear narrative about a gang of
miscreants taking part in a diamond heist
orchestrated by mob boss |oe Cabot, Its
flashback narrative structuring answers
before questions is cleverly delivered,
elevating it to an iconic status among
other nenlinear films to date.

The film draws cult status with its
hard-hitting style, with the rabble-rousing
Mr Pink, hot-headed Mr White, psychotic
Mr Blonde, and Mice Guy Eddie at the
heart of all this. Their intemperate raging
with guns unsheathed and pointed at
each other occurs regularly throughout

the film. The amalgam of violence and
profanity set the movie's tone in its quest
to uncover the rat behind the botched
diamond heist.

Reservoir Dogs also draws strong
reference to pop culture, evident in the
dialogue from the coffeehouse scene
with Madonna's lyrics to Like a Virgin
scrutinised, and the sadistic ear-cutting
scene featuring Mr Blonde behind the
knife cavorting to Stealers Wheel's Stuck
In The Middle With You. K-Billy's Super
Sounds of the Seventies Weekend, a
fictional weekend themed playlist, served
as the movie's soundtrack.

Quentin Tarantino followed-up his debut
film with the release of his postmodern
masterpiece Pulp Fiction in 1994, It was
the most successful independent movie
of its time, making over US$200 million
on the back of an U5%8 million budget.
Known for its casting, iconic style, and
whimsical dialogue, Pulp Fiction went on
to achieve critical acclaim, bagging

numerous film awards and going on to
become widely claimed as the greatest
film ever made - even up to this day.

Pulp Fiction is a film telling three
overlapping stories in non-sequential
fashion with all three stories interconnected
to one ancther. The film's controversial
theme involving drugs, violence, excessive
use of profanities, and homosexual rape
combined perfectly, bringing together an
unconventional but appealing narrative that
still sits very well with movie buffs today.

John Travelta's declining career found its
resurgence in arguably the most iconic
dance scene in movie histary - the Twist
Contest. Starring previously in blockbuster
films like Grease and Saturday Night Fever
in the 70s, Travolta defined the disco era
through his dancing, and his explosive
return to the dance floor with Uma
Thurman could not be any more iconic,

Much like Reservoir Dogs, Pulp Fiction's
quirky dialogue provided audiences with
memorable lines which ranged from
Samuel L. Jackson's divine intervention
epiphany to his comical but near-death
confrontation with Honey Bunny.

Although comical, parts of the film's
dialogue was introspective, especially with
Jackson's character who develops into an
almost puritanical person, and eventually
moralises the story with redemption.

Blood, guns, profane language, quirky
dialogue, and pop culture references are
some hallmarks established in Tarantino's
first two films, and both have since gone
on to claim cult status among fans and
movie-lovers alike.
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Fron modest begimnings h Chanat, Araving SA's wil and
self-deprecat
cormedian kob jast (n bhe South, bub across the countrs,
ke carels, we suppose, given bhak his ver
2013 wenk viral, resulting in a whole culbure
cabchline, "I wos nob readsy da”,

kurmcur have conspired to make him a Ecpuiw.r skamcl-up
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Mary Poppins Returns
{December 25)
Cast: Emily Biunt, Ben Whishaw, Meryl Streep

Set in 19305 London, which is the time period of the
original novels by P. L. Travers, the story follows Michael
(Ben Whishaw) and Jane Banks (Emily Mortimer), who
are now grawn up. Michael is-living with his three
children (Pixie Davies, Nathanael Saleh, and Joel
Dawson) and housekeeper Ellen (lulie Walters),-in the
house on Cherry Tree Lane. After Michael has a personal
loss, Mary Poppins (Emily Blunt) comes back into the
lives of the Banks family. She is joined by a stréet
lamplighter named Jack (Lin-Manuel Miranda), and an
eccentric cousin named Topsy (Meryl Streep).

How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World

(January 31)

Cast: Jay Baruchel, Cate Blanchett,
Gerard Butler

What began as an uniikely friendship between an
adolescent Viking and a fearsome Might Fury
dragon has become an epic adventure. But when
the sudden appearance of a femaie Light Fury
caoincides with the darkest threat their village has
ever faced, Hiccup and Toothless must leave the
only home they've known and journey to a hidden
world thaught only ‘to exist in myth.
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FOR YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN TICKETS AND
PREMIUMS, CHECK OUR
SOCIALS!
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Kanawn &Gill -
Live il Sihgapure 2019

-

¥

KANAN
smcasonr GILL .4

One of Indio’s most

9o

ot ’

Lor commedioms, Kanaw

Grill, will be makiing his anticipabed returm bo Sin-

qapore, Gill's Labest speciol, "Teetar’ 1z a

observational and deeply sl:uFiri follow up o 2017

Keep IE Real. In Ehis hilarious one hour
Juggles ideas from Julius Coesar’s death ko
rarching bo bands and hizs building socletie
show also explaing what “keckar” means,

Clarke Qua
?artj Counbdown

When: 51 Dec, 9pm-12.30am

Fee: Free

maments.,
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7, ELOCK
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T clarkequay.com. g

rscmal,
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Block

Where: Clarke Guay Fountain Square

Clarke Quay's annual New Year's Eve
Courtdown features a lne-up of bands,
DiJs and MCs. This vear’s theme PLAY

wiil see specially constructad 3D play

hlock structures destgned to bring a fun
and imaginative playground element to
the party. There's a pedal-powered LED
wall that will light up the harder you
pedal, converting cycling power into -
minating patterns and lights. Roaming,
daneing, green “toy soldiers” and The
Uriicorn Parade (3m-tall unicorn
mascots) will iIntaract with party-goers;
providing rmany instagram-worthy photo

ZIPARTYIS™

Boe s . *.°

11 Jaw 2019 |

Tickebs: $478

b o

Simce bheir irst

19 Jom 2019 | ¥PM
The Paviliow B For Eask Sa[mre
Tickeks: st10% -~ stzow

Taking Back Suhd.aj
Live Un Stngapore

=lobal rock surtrsl'a.rs. Toketiag

Back Sundoy, will be performing
raslc 'FTDM ir upcoming albumm,
Twenby, which is o celebrabicn nak

aily of bhose coreer-defining

mormenks, bub of the Landmorks
alburas bhat chroniclé Hheir sko
and Looks back ab somé of e

highlights from bhis wialibkeely qroup of musical misfibs,

Marina Bay Singapore
Counlkdown 2019

When: 26-31 Dec 8018
Where: The Promontory
Fee: Free: flreworks $38-5148

This year's Marina Bay Countdown will
feature an hour-long fireworks with 3D
surround sound, and performance acts by
Taike drummers, dancers, and fire par
formers at The Float (from 11 pm, tioketa
£%8-1448), Thers are plenty of other free
attrantions, such as a light projection
ahow on The Fullerton Hotel (26-531 Dec),
gz well as the Merlion and the ArtSclencs
Museum (28-31 Dec). Thera will also be &
Food Truck Fest at the Marine Bay 8ands
Event Plaza (28-31 Dec) and the Marina
Bay Carnival (22 Dec-84 Mar 2018,

The Pavilion & Far East Square

Suparmrganism

Superorganism is o Transaklankic

feature New Englamd-

wese been vooallist Orowne

aind o sprawling line-up of Bberna=

Hesanl rmui:im:{r?up culbure §
L

Jumiies currentl
one roct thg.an

2017, Bheu've been o o runossa
train of fuccess following bhelr
interiet emigme and have posi-
bHowmed Phemselves ahead of bhe
curve b bhe lndiesphere.

L L R T A A T I, 5 T

TAKING BACK SUNDAY

ALBUM + WORLD Tou

. COUNTOOWN PARTIES " -

7.30prm

19 Jaw 2019 | 7

Mabicnal Stadium
Tickeks: § 1
$7% - S$34% (sold cub)

BTS World Tour “Love Yourself”

Backed by the most passionabe foms, BTS rize bo mebeoric
Levels of populariby are nothing short of phenorienal and they
hove seb record affer recordh daring bheir climb to bhe bop. =
Taldng anobher fh_F closer bowards world dominakion, BTS
WORLD TOUR 'LOVE YOURSELF' will be bhe band's bigqest tour
to date, while su.ccuﬁ!:ull.:, selling out oll bheir shonos i North
Arwerica, UK and Europe Fefore maling bheir way back to Asia,

Lhs oo N Y .

wilg all wader
s cosk ewnd,
itnbroduckion in

T R T LSS TR T AN Y

¥ Jam 2019 | Fpwwm
The Coliseun, Hard Rock Hobel
Tickebs: S$14% - S$22%

SLASH feak. Myles Kehhedg
and the Consytrakors

SOTH ANNIVERSANY TOUR © SLASH, lcomnic Gun N Rozes quitarizt and souguriter, hos
garnered o GRAMMY
Award, and woas
imducted babo M
Rock and Koll Hall
of Fame. This concert
supporks bhe releaze

of the bakhd's Ehird
album, Living The
Tream, which debubed
ko rave reviews brom
Fowms anel eritics,

18 e
LIVE IN INOAPORE ;

SAT 19 JAN 2019, SPM

THE PAVILION § FAR EAST SOQUARE

s =
wooicnow [ momrEna

Siloso Beach ‘Pa.rlzj
201% /19

When: 31 Dec, 6pm-Gam
Where: Siloso Beach
Fee: 568-3108

(inel. entrance + drink)

SILES®

BEACH PARTY
31 DEC 2018 » G- g5

Biloso Beach Party is Singapore’s
only beach countdown party. It
returns for {ts 12th edition,
featuring adrenaline-pumping mMusic, spectacilar fireworks and endless t.ll.'jlls. _
Partygoers can also look forward to a mediay of Asia's finest Dhs and & special head-
linar to soundtrack the fastivities. There's a 10% off Early Bird and Advance
Standard Ticket for tartiary students by using the cods SBFECHOOLS.

Roual Albakross: New Year's
Eve Counkdown Cruise 201¥%

When: 31 Dec, 8.50pm-1am
Where: Historic Ship Harbour Resorts World Sentosa
Fee: 5295 (for Countdown Cruise)

Usherin 2019 with a romantic new year's eve count-
down party, dancing the night away aboard Super
Yacht Boyal Albatross, The Countdown Cruige sets off
at O.830pm for a 2.8-hour cruise following the coastline
ta the oity, before turning south and erulsing through
the scenic Southern Islands. Guests will be traated to
an action-packed night of musie, champagne, desserts
galore and fireworks at Mount Paber until Tam:
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CULTS IN ENTERTAINMENT

Hollvawood s P22

Ifvowve eatched Netffics “Wikd Wild Conntre,” vau 'l ko
Heat enlts do exist on a massive scale and that even sane,
edncated people wonld be perswaded to be part of them. So it
et difficnlt to fmagivee that some famons peafle in
entertaimment are either part of cults, or eere raised it one.

Cults [for women.

d it oto fter reports of
ieing branded (by hot iron) in
el ceremanies: Then it was found th
recruits were beling exploited
d for their lak

Hollyaood stars that
belong(ed) to culls

Everybody knows that getting celebrity endorsements ’ Sha SY
does wonders for a brand - the same goes for cults. The
Church of Scientology has had a celebrity recruitment
programme in place since 1955, and today operates
special Celebrity Centres in places like LA and Paris.
scientology preaches that it's OK to be wealthy and
famaous, so it's no surprise that it has a long roster of hig
names - the most famous of which include Tom Cruise,
Danny Masterson, and john Travolta.

As the main recruiter of vulnerable
Young women, actress Allison
Mack |

But there are ather cults that take on various

Clereh nf permutations, along with a number of Hollywood stars

AScientology

Children
of God

members
Did you know that joaquin Phoenix grew up in California-based higher-level members
hippie group - and secret child prostitution ring - Children of God
until he was four? Fellow actress Rose McGowan, and musicians
Christopher Owens and Susan justice were also child members of the
group. Many ex-members grew up with damaged relationships with
their parents thanks to the cult's strange practices.

1 basically entitled
where they w
emotional

Other Hollywood stars grew up in vanouws smaller communes. Wynona
Ryder's family grew up in Califarnia’s 300-acre Rainbow commiune far
three years without electricity with seven other families, and Glenn
Close's family was part of the Moral Re-Armament (MRA) cult, an
extreme conservative group which centered around four absolutes:
honesty, purity, unselfishness, and lowve.

Rainbor
OOV

Uniike other actors whose families belonged to cults, Michelie Pfeiffer
accidentally joined one when she was 20. Her group believed in T
breatharianism - the ability to live without food or water, belisving that men could be the reason that

sunlight will provide all the necessary nourishment. Members had to i Scherick are ibed a
pay to basically starve.
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A NEW WORLD ORD

.
il

BY BHAWNA SHARMA

Populism is mextrcibly
linked w globalisation as
hillions of people have
mioved aroumnd the world and
evoked immigranon
hacklash within countries.
Right-wing slogans like
“Make America Greal
Again” and Polwnd's refusal
1o accept more refogecs last
year are symbolic of the
chisire 10 MEESSeTt One's oWl
unigue mitional identity inan
increasingly globalised
world, Meanwhile, left-wing
populists are rallying against
growing inequality in the
aftermath of the 2008
finangial crisis. For example,

e

movements like Oveipy
were 3 direet reaction to the
(pevceived) excessive
deregulation of Amverica’s
banking industry, leaving
millions of working-cliass
people homeless, and
creating a political backlsh

Tidan’s tumultuos political Bandseape
his thus geaerated i o bieeead of bkl
popabist leaders who, by dranuatacilly
rorE e '“.I:! "i"- w "r"I -1} Ilil""

transformed |u|!u-|.|i=|||. anibin i cult,

Chawe ol thiis byt excanniple= b= in thee peceni
Aweking election victory in Brazil has
taloem i -||||||n'ﬁ'l!|-lllrl| prmn towanls the
politival riglst alter decadies of efui=
||ni|| jes.  Jair - Boleonaros |-4-.||||Ii~|
primmpl i the  fost vl of  the
r-Tu-irI:*l:Hi:lI election  thi=  Octaber s
sy pitomatic of the peoples” Trustration
with a corrupt goveriueenl am] prrast |.'||1
FER LUt wesbsoming
recession has taken a toll on the coonomy,
which contraeted by mons Hian B2 in
A5 aml 006, aml upnm::':l millinge

o Benml's risang e b class bk it

hrslalaip \

III_I\.'I'l iy,

Flaewliens, popalist cqmpuigns i laly
I the anti-etabfishment perties. Five
"\-.1.1r aind thee League hipy u|||1l||'1'|} vili=
wani=t Ll s

Ly taking a tough stande
of immigration (bath begale and illegal)
wlieh lsks conie Toslomminste the Fm]i'lii ul

tandsenpe, More Hhn hall & millien
Mg rEIs harve ol thie prerihogs journey
weriss =g Meditermmsan and laodi
I talinn chop= in the past fsar vears

I

|r'r;--i-!|-|1'|

The rse of  Philippines
Rinlrige  Dhuterte s
progprlis’s =wecpHng charm i emerging

fosEprcail Lir

rvacket democrcies, whene magratson
v not take centre stiage. Tostead,
EtrEnien i s conmiries ||:rmj|'||'
Itz for the .:-i1||.'ut:|m|.:| ||||'||4:'|!.- st
over the inability of swte metitulion: o
prroevidle kel
popliat polivicians i democradies oy

servies, Nlowever even

sl bo X DR mcasnms incompatibl

with deinocratic !.ri11|-j|;.E.--: Thaterte s

ruthiless policy on drags has, aceonding 1o
human  rights  defenders, Killeel oy
120080 prople. many of whom wen: oot

wiven thar trial in court,

T,

ic now?

wn both the left and right
among the newlyv-minted
Swarking poor.

Furthermane, populists have
agpressively used fake news
a5 a wity o pain traction for
their agenda by throwing
shade on the truthiulness of
minstream media, fna
telling siatement last year,
Facebook publicly
acknowledged for the first
time: tha illicin third partics
useel its plarform o manipi-
late public opinion during
the presidential elections in
the LS and France.

POPULISM:

WHAT'S ITALLABOUT?

[Mianks to globalisation, many countrics are
witnessing an ideological shift towards populism,

which im many cases has now beeome a political
cult, While there is no fixed definition for
populism, it broadly refers 1o the idea that society
is sepamited inlo two groups pitted againgt one '
another — the hardworking, vinuous masses versus
the greedy efite. Popalist political thetarie is
frequently characterised by claims of representing
the unified "will of the people” and a desire to
awverthrow the current political establishment,
Unlike mainstream political discussions revolyving
around liberalism, for instnce, populism is 2 i
vague ideology appealing 1o people positioned on
the fringes of political spectrum frivm 1ol 1o right,

Muost nghi-wing populisis belonging to the older
genemtion, for example, or iteising (in their view),
unrestrained globalisation and immigrition for
threatenmg domestic jobs and social harmiony.
While lefi-wing populists also share an
anti-globalisation view — they are more

forward-looking. demanding socialist-leaning
policies and greater income equality. Even though
populism is not new, what isnew is the drinatic
rise in populist leaders across fhe world, from
Donald Trump’s nutionalist zeal 1o Brexit
campmgner Migel Farge's disillysionment with
Europe’s tolerance for multiculiuralizm,

THE FUTURE oOF

POPULISM
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By Bhawna Sharma

) ariysTo
‘ : heNC:: KIN Ul THE
Acls wilh a Cull 76lletg =/4& [CULT MOVIE FAN IN YOU

Music

Music has the power

e bands or musicians
n't merely

and som

e minds,
collectiv ccale. These acts do

shape our
= lives on a grand

have undoubtedly changed DE‘GTJlE.i following that shadow them like th:&;iﬁﬁ}?il - : _ Star Wars, Pulp Fiction, and The Shawshank Redemption are just a few obscure films that only gradually snowball into full-fledged watching
t a fanbase, they attracta © «rer in line to enter a co ncert ve J _ of the myriad films that smashed box office records to become global rituals, and rightly so. What makes cult films stand out from
atwrac These fans are often the fu‘s . ancert tickets. BTN % 4 pop culture sensations. Till this day, Star Wars continues to be mainstream commercial successes is their non conformist (in
flock of sheep. to purchase any mercha ndise or C b =Y screened around the world and fans have monetised on its legacy some cases, even downright trashy) approach towards film-making.
i d bands — some even g0 s --—,F . : through festivals, merchandise, and conventions. s success is These films are low-budget, low-brow, and don't always perform well
eir belove : \ testament to the power of fans, who through their habitualised fan at the box-office. It's only years later that fans revisit them and start to

j h ¥ 1E3=
hey wori't do for 7 devotion. Whether you're @ hip-hop

roday that come with
fans. Are you one of them?

For them, there’s nothing t

a
5 getting tatoos as o
r?crmf:argur an EDM head-bopper. here are s

their own entourage of worshipping

practices, have made Star Wars an iconic cult classic, But when you appreciate their peculiarities by untangling hidden messages. Here
think about ‘cult’, chances are you're probably imagining off-beat, are four films to get you started on your journey of cult classics:

HEATHERS THE ROOM
| (EELE) (2003)

sharmir self-hamm are all

{ %Japmf III / Uﬂ-ﬁwg Dhais f

hi, X Japan
‘i and lead vocalist Toshi, X
drummer Yoshiki an ! an. Hailed as e i .
. . T heg 50l O illi £ Clan's audacious dep
f visual kei (aka Elnbund has sold ouver 30 million | rocked the hip-hop world ut, Enter the Wu-Tang (35 Chambers)

COITIFTY0N
high-achool life today. But tha

I =5 SLTOLIN O]

Formed in 1982 by
was the pioneer 0

. in 1 ith i
he country's biggest rock group, almost seems to be a conception and raucous Mc’ 993 with its grimy beats, cinematic
= date. The angst in thelr porkid ically hurts when With nin 5 MCling - and they're still livin® | e od
records €0 B¢ mer Yoshiki's own pain - it physica® & members in the group falmo g€ today.

on stage they've released b st all equally talented), A ] N

g L i llapses :
reflection of drum iano,and he sometimes co 00 many albums ro co :

rum and piano,a »ck bone from too > count. A few members hg Give Yourslf o

" pm:ﬁ thftaxugen He's also got a deformed neck also appeared on film and TV, ve vo Absolure pig e

from lac : b

much head banging.

L= of ana

What raises them 1o cul

< born (and Toshi,

L status i i :
are their fans - gy Wu-Disciples - dlsmgthonees

N \when the internet was £ onlL who will buy just i
N They took @ hmll{‘: u:e‘:;?g?cult]-Th'? band Tg_-umtf_d in 103?.0:;:1 4 money-making gﬁ;'”jus Rgiﬂm :i’?u}h:ngthcu release. Led by v what made it into a cult
inexplicably, then jou Jbum in years in 3016 — in time for : also apparel, yideg Pl ey ve not only produced albums, but swebidsioseSalghli
released ml‘iw n-:;:aﬁp.r&: ¥ a documentary about the band. the Wu. Their resurgenmb'r::-nrmlc bmk:::ﬂnd books like The Way of | DAR) Ao n eyt
<oundtrack T ‘ | a Time : PE can be attributed to On
I; 5{".1”"’”'“ single-copy double album thar sold in‘-’gé:’ﬂﬂﬂ HORROR U ARICL
arein Shikreli (that pharma bro) for Us$2 million, >0 FICTURE

SHOW (1575)

This scienoe-fiction homor

Like mast cull clas

dy and crude jokes about
e
d film-making

Office I.!;_,|_'-

Roorm

e o D hiadhed

=slile soentisl

{ Phish ) |

as ar indlie cult classic. Welne & triangle

fram the ranssexual }
You may or may not have heard of th | il taking about a high 12 wealthy banker, his
the 1960s-style jam-band grooves alj s Psychedelic act that's kepe T |;r1 d 1 and his
may not be as famous gs 1hECrsa?¢}ﬂT g?'; gdf.‘nfrgnlms.wrﬁre they | fenty of wesrc ik prssitiini -y bl
Year €ve shows at Madison Square Carden :a-li ‘u:jlls: e i | ke R A2 G -'“:.:E:I‘_’ AnAide GG Ad paot aCung
= future of cult ¥ sites filled

very single year | g

aphical theories

THE ROOM

= mMost of them in under 10 minutes,

It's the P il
iy Ei?err:urrjs thar are responsible for their cult status - the .
o~ ‘mi ;L;cdmncert,each_.[{'arurlng a spectacular lighy 5h‘::||w
oy Phi-_.h.mn;sﬁzegmw' sTu:FI—: wars. Chances are You've ncuwr |
. ‘ Eir cult status was b
performances. There are no rules to a Phish sh

be nonsense, fraughr wi
' [ with
love and peace, . puns, or burst with

Once ina while, the drummer

artantly, unde
|j|_||_||:."||_| with §

ow; their lyrics can

is cule-like: cributes to hippie |

The devotion of fans of deadmaus (or Jo ¢l Zimmerman)

boundanes

his logo, and post will corme :
they follow every show, have tattoos of his logo. ; c0Blowr | oue front danes of 14 deologe
Thujuf‘-ands of gushing comments on social media. T hese Winto a vacuum cleaner. | didnit hesitat 1 ERPIOTE QETIUET P S I - e b out the painful
Mausketeers also like to sport his unique headgear - a Maus ’ . wing up, and

o A - izes; sOMme
helmet = which appear in different shapes, colours, and sizes S i

f even have LED blinking eyes.

roment in the kast forty vears

when The Rocky He

i [ been péay i
Id

soamewhere in Lhe wod

man and a grawn ‘wor

a cruel world

5 DY'd at the VMAs and headed top tier music
g,but he operates a bank of computers
opular with tweens as well as the

s % Deadmaus ha _
festivals; he doesn't sin

rom the stage. He's p .
f omethings,as his character seems made for the

a g hard-partying 20-5 ! . . \
udp,gt-uhr.esst:d.app-downlnadmg consumer. His rar_'m. has grown | i
'g g ilion facebook ons e, The growing commercialisation of films has meant that most movies are now marketed to make profits. But the beauty about

tially over t ! i i
exponent Ju:um:r 8 millign Facebook fans to date. films is that once audiences watch them, they never really go away. In other words, there's always going to be an
/ inter-generational group of cultists who revive long-lost films otherwise destined to fade away into oblivion. Who knows,
r [ 1 perhaps the next Rocky Horror Picture Show is just waiting around the corner.




DEATH BY FRESH-AID

In what is considered the greatest
tragedy of American civilian life until
the 9/11 terror attacks, members of the
Jonestown cult committed mass
suicide by drinking cyanide-laced
Fresh-Aid at the word of their charis-
matic leader Jim Jones. Jones was an
ardent believer of revolutionary suicide
rituals known as “White Nights’, and
eventually declared a state of emergen-
cy after facing increasing pressure from
the outside world.

SNAKES ARE SAFE

While mainstream Christian churches
do not use snakes, the Appalachian
Mountains of North America happen to
nest some of the last serpent-handling
churches. Following a rather literal
explanation from a biblical passage in
the Gospel of Mark, these religious
cults have special services in which
people actually handle venomous
snakes. If bitten, worshippers do not
seek treatment, believing that God will
save them. Kentucky Pastor Jamie
Coots made headlines last year when
he was bitten for the ninth and final
time, and died after refusing treatment.

THE RICH MAN'S CULT

Yes, we're talking about high-profile
celebrities like Tom Cruise and John
Travolta. Scientology preaches true
enlightenment and freedom for all,
and has attracted more and more
celebrities over the years. From
alleged levitational powers to strange
‘silent births’ rituals, many question
their practices. Its core ritual consti-
tutes forced confessions called
“auditing’, in which members are
pushed to reveal incriminating secrets
to the church which can then be used
against them.
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by Bhawna Sharma

Cult rituals conjure all sorts of
disturbing images in my mind:
flesh-eating aliens, cannibalism,
baby sacrifices, mass suicides, you
name it. And chances are most of
them do actually exist. Cult rituals
are performed by a group of
people practising strange beliefs
and rituals in rather extreme ways.
Here are 7 cult rituals which will

leave you questioning the meaning

of weird:

HUMANS EATING HUMANS
The Aghoris are one of the most
well-known cannibalistic cults in India.
They believe that nature is free for all, and
frequently consume human flesh from
fresh corpses in the Ganges, drink from
human skulls, eat live animals, and isolate
themselves on mountaintops away from
material delusions.

A CULT THAT TOOK OVER

A WHOLE TOWN

The Rajneesh movement was founded by
mystic Indian guru Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh (1931-1990). Led by its iron-lady
Ma Anand Sheela, the cult is famous for
carrying out the largest bio-attack terror in
American history, contaminating ten salad
bars with salmonella in an attempt to
suppress voters. In addition, its rituals
frequently involved sex-crazed group
dances, forced sterilisation programs, and
primal scream meditation techniques, all of
which sparked disapproval from residents
in Oregon.

ALIENS ARE REAL

This global UFO cult has managed to
amass more than 20,000 followers
around the world, from Canada to
Japan. Like a science-fiction novel,
members of Raelism believe that the
human race was created by aliens, and
their trademark baptism ritual is
characterised by a priest putting their
hand on the forehead of the person
wishing to be baptised in order to
transfer their "genetic information" to
extraterrestrials. Earlier this March, the
cult started negotiations for building
an extraterritorial embassy in Vienna
to welcome back their alien creators.

SATANIC CULT RITUALS

You can't possibly talk about cult
rituals without mentioning Satanists
from the 1980s, who've become
synonymous with satanic ritual abuse.
The cult, which was commonly
associated with notions of goth and
heavy metal, upheld typical Satanic
rites including child sex abuse,
paedophilia, animal sacrifices, and
cannibalism. Even though the hysteria
of the 1990s has subsided, some
people continue to practise Satanism
today. In 2015, Bronwyn Grammar was
set alight in a satanic sacrifice where
the attackers believed they would gain
power, wealth and fame.

While it's easy for outsiders to judge
the rather perverted and twisted
practices of cult ritualists, there's a
reason to their enduring beliefs. As
CalTech psychologist Jon-Patrik
Pedersen notes, people are often
drawn to cults in a quest to find human
belonging and emotional support from
a community. A total surrender to
belief may thus blind cult followers to
the damaging consequences their
rituals may have. After all, even highly-
educated professionals in the Rajneesh
community, including doctors and
lawyers, failed to recognise the
disturbing practices around them.

Cults are synonymous with a loyal following — something that any
brand or egocentric person would probably want. But anyone can
start a cult, and all you need is something that people want and '
can relate to! If you're thinking of starting your own cult, then you Il
probably need to prepare some necessary items in your toolkit —
so if you're twiddling your thumbs and don’t know what items to

get, we're here to get you started...

Member since

A skull is always

?andy to give that #
aUthenticity,

prepare a large
cauldron which can be
useful for sacrifices

;;H_-M b

Instructions:

Cut out all the individual items

You can use them as part of
your ritual (you can make
something up) or use them as
a tool to gather your disciples

CULY MEMBERSEIP cARD

Welcome to the cult!
You’re now a member of the cult
devoted to

[ cend

1 .gse of
-_"'_'i or ecllpSeS

You’ll need |
a staff to
look the

part of a
leader




Reasons
to choose

MONASH UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

Monash Malaysia is the Malaysian constituent of a premier research intensive Australian university ranked
among the Top 100 Universities in the World, and a member of Australia’s prestigious Group of Eight (Go8)**.

QUALITY EDUCATION
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Access to high quality research-active Transfer to Monash University Australia if
Quality assured by Monash University academic staff with strong industry desired, or receive a Monash University
Australia and the Australian Tertiary Education connections, and state-of-the-art teaching Australia degree after completing a program
Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA) and research facilities at Monash University Malaysia

FUTURE PROSPECTS GREAT CAMPUS LIFE

Global alumni
network

Lifelong worldwide
connections through a global
alumni network

ﬂ Great accommodation

Safe, secure and inexpensive on-campus
accommodation, and a lifestyle offering a
range of extra-curricular, sporting and
recreational opportunities

-
- Excellent career Dynamic, multicultural
@ prospects student population 8, 000

Multicultural student population providing ‘""e"tly e""’"ed

Excellent employment and career support and cultural networks in a dynamic,
prospects upon completion of studies cosmopolitan environment A 1 o nationalities “

A,
CONVENIENCE AND COST

Proximity to Johor

Proximity and easy access

to and from Singapore ‘

. Smooth admission process Value-for-money

Simplified admissions, payment and visa Tuition and living expenses
procedures, and the availability of scholarships significantly less than studying and
for academically meritorious students living in Australia, the US or UK

Established in 1998, Monash University Malaysia is now recognised as a leader in the Monash University Malaysia is a joint venture
international higher education sector in Malaysia. As an independent, self-accrediting institution

of higher education, the university attracts students from Malaysia and all over the world. Jefﬁ.ey Cheah g @ MONAS H

jon - ‘@ Universi
monash.edu.my Foundation University

*Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2018 **The Go8 is a coalition of Australia’s leading research universities



