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BY LYDIA TAN

If there's one commaon element that makes any movie, TV show or video game extra iconic, it would have to be
the food. They might be the wacky food creations that probably would give you an upset stormach or lavish
meals that we can only dream of getting close to savouring. These YouTube channels attempt to recreate those
iconic meals so that you can literally eat your way through your favourite shows and games.

Babish inaomed after the character from The West Wing) oka Andrew
Rea covers dishes from o wide variety of fictionol sources spanning
across different fime periods. No matier how ridiculous the recipe
sounds, he always finds a way to make |t delectable in the end. For
example, after creoting Rachel's “English irifle” from Friends to
clearly revolting results, he reinterpreted the dish into o savoury
cassercle with the same baosic ingredients prepored differently.

His primary concept is purely focused on the cooking process, with his
face out of the shot and just his volceover as cccompaniment. Apar
from his regulor cooking content, Andrew has other series on his
channel, like Basics with Babish which teaches basic cooking tips on
how to maoster specific categories of food,

FE is a chef who also mokes classic meals from anime and video
gamaeas. He has a running series colled Chef Reacts where he reacts to

episodes of the well-loved anime series Food Wars on camera, which is

where most of the dishes he makes on his channel come from. Since
most food featured in anime is vswally traditional Joponese cuisine, his
videos can come in hondy if you love Japanese food in general or just
hove a special craving for a certain dish.
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Hasted by Jimmy Wong and Ashley
Adams, this chonnel is also about
making fictional meols a reality.

hig Nina. Gan dontan
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Spgakers have becove @ ntw s of pop cuture, thanks 6 its
evslution. from practical sqorts =hets o collectirs’ s While mine
. o collabs featurt street artists streetuear brands, wre wusicidns
have ﬂfn&uufaﬂf o, the Fﬂnﬁﬂ-ﬂaaw Spn collabs are liwited edition. and
are likgly 1 <ell st the wux&nﬁﬂﬁg{'rﬂ released, uhile sthers are pere 'I
long-2is Collaberations that feature=a coliection, of designs. ’p
i Kodnme We aka Yee=u, i= @ eralific sneaker :ﬁ
R - o f-nllzgarm:{; havi m..-.%;f u7 wfi‘t-.‘]t Adidas and 5?
] . Nike ta create the “Veezu” line and “fir Yeezy T T
. & IT® reseectively Hes alse teaned wﬂ% »
ﬂil Lowis YurtTan Ta tr?m three wmedels for 'E{t brand _ ’
L ' Here are other ferformers with sneaker collabs. s
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CARDI B X REEBOK | CLUB C

/ Cardi B teased a limited-edition of & pair of Reeboks on her birthday in
- Qctober, revealing that she’ll be dropping her first-ever collection of
] Reebok x Cardi Footwear Collection, dubbed Club C real soon. In her

: Instagram pic, she wore a pair of white Club C “Cardi® sneakers which

ki featured an elevated, semi-transparent midsole and elongated tongue. Her
collection drops on November 13, and a limited-edition pre-release for
women's and girls' editions are sold out.

What sets their channel apart is their
focus on meals from cartoons, video
games, ond anime. You con expect

a lot mora fontastical yet delicious
food creations that are just as fun to
muaki, like their Kelp Shaoke recipe
that even teaches you how to make
the iconic bottle it's served in. "5 a
family-friendly channel that is great
for when you need ideas for
eye-catching meals for a party or
whenever you hove friends over,

This is a channel fer anyone
who loves oll things boozy.
Greg Titian mixes up his
versions of fomous drinks
from TV and film for you to
oY at home. He also imparts
some basic drink tips to give
you the lowdown of how o
mix your own drinks or how
to differentiote different
types of alcahol,

For those looking fior a way to spice up your next party or love
exparimenting with new concoctions, try moking one of Greg's mixes!
For starters, you con try his Klingon Bloodwine from Star Trek, which he
described as a nice balonce of bitter, dry and tart notes all in one drink.

Eemember the Mintendo DS
game Cooking Mama?
Personally, Cooking Moma was
the main reason | wanted a DS
when | was younger lalthough |
eventually never got onel. Tim
is an engineer by frade who

DRAKE X NIKE | AiR JORDAN OVO

1 an apparel line

-

When Drake signed with Jordan Brand, a subsidiary of Nike, in 2013 the
partnership served up plenty of limited edition Air Jordans, although
many of the designs were never released to the public,
— was labelled OWOs (October's Yery Own) bearing Drake’'s owl logo, and
many pieces paid homage to the NBA. It was recently announced that a [
Drake and Nike sneaker collab is scheduled to launch in 2021, along with =

The collab line

G-=DRAGON X NIKE | AIR FORCE | LOW "' PARA-NOISE 2.0

In August, K-pop icon G-Dragon revealed a new sneaker collab between
Nike and his clothing line, PEACEMINUSOMWE. Featuring his signmature logo
- 8 daisy with a missing petal - the design of the new Air Force 1 Low
“Para-Moise 2.0" features a white/black colourway with black laces,
which is & reversed version of his previcus Nike collab, the “Para-Noise”.
“Para-Noise 2.0" is rumoured to drop on November 25, and like last year's
version, it"l1l likely be a sell-out.

PHARRELL WILLIAMS X ADIDAS | HU & SUPERSTAR

Pharrell, aka Skateboard P, first collaborated with Adidas on the
50-shee Superstar "Supercolor” collection. The collection was revisited
earlier this year with two new colourways. Pharrell’s most peopular line
is undoubtedly the "Hu" collection. anchored by Hu NMD sneakers which
come in various colourways like the popular BBC and Solar Pack. In
October, Adidas dropped two colourways exclusive to Asia-Pacific, with
“AM" and *2IE* (human race) embroidered on the upper mesh,

et

loves cooking and games. You
can follow Tim as he goes
through the steps exactly as

while & large proportion of sneaker collabs comprise hip
hop/rap artists like Kendrick Lamar, Big Sean, and Travis
Scott, pop artists have also dipped their toes into the

the gome directs, vsually
getting Mama's geld medal of
approval alter each round, s
d fun video format that will
definitely bring bock nostalgic
memories fer those whe played
the eriginal game growing up.

Whether you realise it or not, food actually plays a big part in making fictional stories more memorable.
These YouTubers are using that iconic element and turning it into a tasty dish IRL. 5o next time you watch
a show or play a game, pay attention to the foods featured and try cooking up your own version of it
- the results might surprise youl
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phenomenan, They include:

= Selena Gomez recently collaborated with Puma to add her
e

5 — featuring the numbers 92, 48, and her
58 lon tattoo — to the iconic Puma Cali Suede.

> Justin Timberlake and Nike's second collab was the Air

Jordan ITI JTH (2018) which featured the word “higher”
om its upper, Inspired by JT's song “"Higher Higher™.

= In 2018,K-pop dicons' BTS worked with Puma for the BTS

Basket, customised to include their logo of a hand
holding & flower featured on the tongue, footbed, and
bottom of the shoe.

Fellow K-pop -star Kang Daniel recently collaborated with

Puma to release the R5-X3 (white colourway with blue
ents) and the RS 2.9 which is. imprinted with his
thday and solo debut date.
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NI.INE K-POP CONCERT

The onset of COVID-19 has pressed pause on all world tours, concerts, and fanmeets in the K-pop
world. To make up for this, entertainment companies have been hosting online concerts and
events instead. This brand new format could be the future of entertainment - it's much more
affordable than a concert, easy to access and artists can meet fans around the world at the same
time. As long as you have an Internet connection and a credit/debit card, you can “attend”.

VIDEO CALL FANSIGNS

TAKING K-POP CONCERTS ONLINE

While the rest of the world's big-name live concerts
are suspended this year due to Covid-19, the K-pop
industry is still busy with performances - except
they've taken them online. A number of apps,
mestly based in Korea, now cater to this booming
industry. How it works is that after purchasing
concert tickets, audience members are sent the
livestream link - they can also re-watch it as VoD,

The K-pop industry has anticipated online concarts
for a while - the performances and quality of
preduction are far from your average Zoom
meatings. Rivalling live concerts, these concerts are
designed to make itseemlike you're right there,
albait watching from your screen

5M Entertainment, South Korea's largest
entertainment comgany, used VLive ta hold
‘Beyond Live' online concerts for NCT 127, NCT
Dream, WayV and SuperM, incorporating AR
technaobogy and real time 30 graphics toputona
spectacular show for online audiences, For
example, there were AR elements like a golden
dragon flying across the screen for NCT 127,
matching their performance of "Kick it',

BTS live-streamed their latest concert, ‘Map of the
Soul ON:E" in October on Weversa, making it their
second onling concert this year (their anniversary
concert ‘FESTA' was streamed as ‘Bang Bang Con
the Live" earlier in June). Viewers of 'Map of the Soul
OM:E" were treated to a concert that incorporated
augmented reality (AR) and extended reality (XR)
technologies, which camein 4K or HD. The
'Multiview Live Streaming’

' @LOTTEDUTY FREE

FAMILY

L2222

also allowed viewers to choose from 6 angles on
one sCreen.

The technology on Weversa and V0ive allows the
bands on the stage to Interact with some
members of their virtual avdience through a video
wall, The audience can also wave their digital
lightsticks - paired to the app via Bluetooth - to
the lvestream to enhance the concert exXperienca
Lightsticks are specific to each artist and are used
as chearing devices as they light up to match the
music of the concert.

With the success of these apps for live-streaming
COnNCerts. its no surprise that you'll find
newcomers to tha market, Six-member boy band
Astro's onling concert was streamed on the
start-up concert and sports streaming app, Kiswe
Moblle, while Monsta X beld their first online
concert via US-based streaming app, LiveXLive.

Online concerts are pay-per-view and costs vary
depending on the concert; they can start from
SGO020. The cost of an average live K-pop concert
ticket canrange from SGO100-500, 50 online
concerts are much more affordable - and you
don't even have to leave your room and you can
replay the concert for free!

The K-pop industry has also bean known to put on
free concerts, and with Covid-19, these have gone
online as well. Some major brands are taking
advantage of the allure of K-pop worldwide, so by
organising free concerts, theyre able toreach out
toamassive audience.

CONCERTS

CORPORATE-SPONSORED

Hot all concerts are pay-per-view. Korean corporations are
increasingly tied to K-pop a5 o means of marketing, Lotle recently
staged tholr 2020 edition of their Lotte Duty Free Family Concert -
their first one held online due to Covid-19 - which was streamed for
free on their wabsite, This yaar's lineup featurad BTS, TXT, GFriend
and more

Fansigns are an integral part of K-pop fan culture. Fans who want
tomeet and interact with their idol and have them sign their
albums buy lots of albums to increase their chances of getting in
Fansign attendees (only a limited number get to attend) are
chosen via lucky draw based on how many albums they buy fone
album = one chance).

CONCERT

Online Family Concert

Hyundal Card (a credit card subsidiary of the automobile company )
has taken to K-pop as part of & marketing campalgn. Ithas arganised
both fan-driven and artist-focused online concerts for free
Ive-streaming across social media platformis like YouTube and
Instagram, It alse organised the Supermarket Concerts, where
artists staged surprise concerts at venues across Seoul, as well as
Fan-made Liva, inwhich fans made thair requests for not anly the
artists, but also tholr songs ond even the artist” cholce of clothes.

Recently, fansigns have gone digital. Every artist does video call
fansigns where the winners are chosen in the same manner, Each
winnar gets at least one minute to talk to their idol via KakaoTalk
{Face Talk), LINE, Skype or Zoom. The signed album is later
shipped right to their doorstep. The price to attend a video call
fansign does not change, but the online format makes itmore
casily accessible, as arwone in the world can apply.

Virtual parformances that incorporate fan requests are an evolved
aspect of the interaction botwean Tanand artists that is the hallmark
of K-pop.

ACCESSING IDOLS VIA APPS

Cnline video-streaming platform VLive has long bean used by
K-popidols to interact with their fans. Big Hit Entertainment
uses their company- specific app Weverse so that BTS can
interactwith their fans and sell merch,

THE FUTURE IS ONLINE

The future of entertainment could wary well be virtual. BTS' latest
concert ‘Map of the Soul OM:E' broke [ts previaus onfine record for
'‘Bang Bang Con', and saw almost a million viewers logging on from 191
countries during their 2.5 hour livestream, With tickets costing from
48 500 won (SGDE0) ta 101,000 won (SGD120), the concert raked Ina
whopping average of 75 billlon won (SGDES million) across the 2 days
in Qctober!

Fans and artists interact via live broadeasts and madia
content that are pasted by the artists, ranging from
high-production reality shows to exclusive
behind-the-scenes content. Live streaming is particularly
popular, where fans get to see their idoks onling in real-time
usually for up to an hour,

By comparison, thelr entire sold-ouwt Love Yourse!l! World Tourin
2019, which lasted B months, dréw just over 2 million fans, witha
revenue of about SGO00 million

But these apps are mare than just for short interactions -
thay're also platforms for online concerts, which are getting
muore and mare prevalent in 2020,

Withits flexibility, easy accessibility, and profitability for
entertainment companies, anline concerts and video call fansigns
could continue well after the pandemic calms down

G LIVE STREAMING
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EXPLORING THE PROBLEMS OF THE INDUSTRY
Q

F-Pop is bright. preppy and fun, just listening to the happy sonas from good looking idols can put
ane In a qood maod. Bit such an image I only an llusion: to cuttivate such a brand ivage, great
sacrifices ave of ten made, and the other sde of F-Pop often has an ugly face.

H's mo surprise that F-Pop is ful of problews. Apart from the internalised abuse within the
Industry and system, even the fondoms and cormunities themselves Frequently wage war with

| DI JREEDING M TRED MND STWING
i ncheomied DIFSEITRD: THE (-0 FRNDI

korean idols are like products that need to appeal to the

market - both In and out of Forea. As a result, Forean
The fandom has s fair share of problems as well, as shans (fans)
and ants ("anti-fans®) are constantly ot war with each other. On

ldols are often pressured by thelr compoinies into
covforming 1o an ldeal body Image, which ertals o
forum sites or YouTube comments, fans tend to spout hate or get
defencive when thelr idols are Insulted

slﬂmnﬁh{‘uc. skl leas, skinng arms and skimny
g, o
I particular, the dedlining trend of “Unpopular F-Pop Optnions™ hag

every &5 talee excessive measures to

spawned great wars amang fandoms, whiere marg try to debote on
whether BLALEPINE's Lisa bhas earned her spot as E-Pop's best
female dancer, or whether BTS (Beyond the Scene) has rightfully
earned thelr name.

Fans nlso hurl vulgarities and abusive words at idals - often In the
form of plerting Insults on thelr body and behaviour. Such
Eeybonra-warrior behaviour Is commarly seen In ovling comminities

Lomments can a0 as far as
teling someone to *ap and
die’ Sadiy, this has led to the
tragic suitides of Fim
ng—ham 600 Hara, Chol
Jiv=vi {Sall), and more
Remember that these idols
are lwman, and that they
are as sust-eptible to bullying
and hurt as wach as we are.

achigve such standards, which brinag us to the most
Infarous Issue: dieting

£in
L 1

ldols have taken upon themselves to go on shrict diets,
far one, sola artist U sports an insane diet that includes
on apple For breakfash bwo sweet pobatoes For hingh,
ond a profein shiake for dmner. Dasom, & former
member of the disbanded group SISTAR, ate only
cugumbers for three weeks as part of her “one food
diet” sehiewe. ZPM's Junho ate once o day. and his mea
womviprised steamed cobbage, sweet potate and one Hiny
thicteen breast ‘

Even though such diets can achieve results within short )
icrwds of time, they van be damaging to the mind, :
ody, and soul tn the long run. i can also result n eating
disorders or yo-yo dieting, alea weight cycling. This '
ostllation Is 30 o5 I+ pot only malkees H hard 4o break }
ot of, but can alse talee a toll on the phusique of the :

-
—
-
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E-Pop Is as ualy o5 It is beautiful. yet we tannet acknowledge one
without the either. The real dierma is that fans often have no choice
but to support these idols becanse they want fo ensure Hhey con succeed,
uet at the same Hime. by supporting these ldols. such sustemic problers
are perpetuated

hwman body,

Sadiy. o5 -Pop idols are targets of Forea's
inrealichc ldeal body Image, they may be
susveptible fo fon hate and foxic comments
on their bnd@i This presents a ddernma -
either forge thelr own well-being throsgh
Lompany standards or through the fang
hate. Considering Forea's rigid bea
standards, I+ does seem like tll be a long
Hme before we can even thivk of
thanging these narms,

— — - —

—
—
—
—
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Pap and Ciwcumstance - -

’ . - -
How Pop Artists Reacted to the Coronavirus

20200 was supposed to be a wonderful vear for pop music: A-list artists such as Lady Gaga and Koty Perry were
expected to deop new alhimes, complete with rollouts aptimized for commercinl suceess = tours, live performances.
and more. However, when COVID-1Y threw a spanner in the works, the muosio industry became temporarily
Flunll:l..-l-ql |.|.1|1i I:ulql Tin miu!ﬂ s ll]t' (TR |||r1‘|||.;i|. ”l'rr' are some af Ihl' un}.—- III;:II,J .il.rhlnls- rq-.m'lr-d ik I||t' ]lﬂl]l‘r'"lq‘:',

Chani XCX and Taylon Swift
Quarantine Busy Bees

i i = = = rp . B
Avardi el Swift, whi last toured together oo the lotter’s Regrtation tous,
et quarantine writing aod releasing foll-length oo,

Bath albuims were
entically and commers inlly survessinl - Charlis how i%m fee

] . 5 ltrig memir sooredl a
ercury Prize nomination while Swift’s folklore tagped the TS Rillhoard 200

'!'In- crention of how m feeling now rellected Clurki's risk-taking perspnality,
She ahallenged herself

- sl ovade w pubilie annoaneement as well — ti relewse
1y allbstam within a sosth, She also wanted to co-creite the allsum with
Fams, ol ddidd 20 by asking them to vote on instrumental tracks disdng

Instagram live sessinns, The allum wis exacily shar the title was A
atlempn al making semse of g worl f

her

Dua Lipa vs Lady Gaga ,
When is the right time to release new music!

Wohile Lasdy G ol sy ather artists decided I;-l ilelay l‘;‘llt}!lﬂ.lt:n
k ir it bobeise dhinte Toraard lor & furo

rebiasess, Dhn T livonght luea i
Vostileis, The gambils o ofl Mandsomely as her |-I|-|r||-'i||mrrr' bty

! enativie UK. Fang saw ber albain asan
|evine @ chart-toppser m hetrnat . i s
antilite Lo guarantine hordon senul nasry, e mnkl eritics prkas
in virtual perlornunces. Lapa. Dier dineers.
their parts i Wheieomn homies, which
fike @ sty listie whoioe

i
Fsullering frome a pandemsic

Having conrfuered |he porp world in her last three albams, T
her sprarantine days

. Caslor Swilli spuent

! erafiing anindie folk record, The surprise release sent the
Tunternet tnto o freney, und fams applawded her songwrii ing for rens
||l.';:||. Her tewmn even sliot @ sinsic vidoo 1o promote her liead
with o diselaimer which =il that evervom: was seeially dist

lsimg a nnsw
singhe, Cardizan,
g

Toer teqm s TRjEre ik Tty
amad instenmyentilists reeonded : .
et pivel pusgreetliir to b the vidve Bl rroee
rat b thaun i eovnugrenmEe,

Chramaticn's relonst 1o wn

Wihile Gaga's March anpunneesment 10 ey 4

n.|1|n||n-'||.'u-|:| date wiss initmlly el wiith driticinm, 'Lnlu-_- 1LL~JI|:1:LII1J:I-H
Yatad hnaramitariien prisons for duing s, G wnchatel vt : o
g Ulobud Citizes b pat together o virtual fundmisimg ;:mu .
et DOV TI-19 relict offorts, Tl five-hour l||_|_|;_1|-l|-m [T
;:llfii'ummlu:r- Frona the dikest oo Uslser aned Hallie ]I-ﬂ'JLI.Ii [|:II||I-"l
e from eebehoties all arcnatid] the wiorkl indhisding
Al il el ladpis Elba

a-mml Jodon Legewl joining Celine Lhion and
folt penstition of The Frover, he sl
WO O DD 1Y figln arsinind

v, erities apd 1t wine

The show el with Giag
Andres Bocelli fera bean ;
paisind 28127 pullion in domakions 1o i :
e plobe. When Cliromatica was relense] i Latie M

wwinpt bt 1o i,

—
—
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(lniana Crande and Justin Riclben, 77 Lin
Songs of the Season

inarle. Stuck
soher releasel a charity singele.
] sistin Bieher released 2
whee ol 1 e

& w i
Pagr poyals Arimna B e sple provecds
& lrem ol

2, in Max, Tl |-{|-||.=I||||||:-II|L o) . kI A
:.{:Il: '|'||:I|I|:a= llilih]:\'n'- Fonrmndnt i, which proy = prants for vhi
e Ll

--;—|'1|lill| “nﬂu-p-_ v,
peleaisd U sonj Stay Pl

« wiork of pssential
i Tapney to hanour Ul W g
s 1t waas vated s the hest Mandopop soig
: stathon L EM listeners.
For Nutional Dax.

Lana Del Rey
What Virus?

Amid recarrimg wnves of COVIDLY enecs, maskacearing
breans u politicised fssoc in Amcries. Last mooth; Lanas
Del By wais eolled o “Karen™ fir weaniug 4 glittery niesli
Foee cover dharitng o in-person fen mect o didin’
maintain a-social distunee while interacting with faes Lo
an rodic mive, slie mven oemoved the mesh aoressary when
sl weadd fromi her postry Book. Del Rev didi’t eespond 10
the Internet backlnsh, but released o wew suiple off her
upeaniing atbum metend.
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BY TARTAN oW ree

\ WAIT, THE WU TANG CLAN
ISN'T ACTUALLY ASIAN?
AND OTHER INTERESTING TRIVIA

1 You'd be forgiven if you thought the Wu Tang Clan was a Singaporean clan association. Debuted in

. 1293, Wu Tang's made up of its 9 original members: RZA, GZA, O Dirty Bastard (deceased), Inspectah
. Deck, Raekwon the Chef, U-God, the Masta Killa, Ghostface Killah and Method Man, as well as a wide

o I range of associates, loosely known as the Killer Bees, - .
al They've gone on to become arguably the most influential group in hip hop history. Some would say :

. | ' they're the Beatles of the hip hop world. Others might argue theyre the hip hop equivalent of Man U

sure if their winningest days are already behind them.

world's most expensive piece of music ever produced.

i

1 films.
i the ol
fu film genre

L

- they have fans around the world (called Wu disciples), sell tons of merchandise, and nobody's really

. Wu-Tang made headlines not so long ago when one copy of their album Once Upon a Time in Shaolin,
.was bought by Martin Shkreli (aka "Pharma Bro”) for U552 millien in 2015, making it the

This was not the case for BTS (“Bangtan Sonyeondan™ in Korean), who climbed up the ladder to success

JUNGKOOK

after starting off as a small group. They may be global K-pop superstars now, but they struggled to get
: . . aced many obstacles in the beginning, literally going through “Blood, Sweat
@ Tears” (one of their most popular singles) to get to where they are.

PRE-DEBUT BTS

It all started during the 1998 Grammy Awards, when Wu Tang
didr't win “Album of the Year™. That night, their now-deceased
member QDB {aka Oid Dir Ty Bastard) r in stage and stobe thi
microphone to give an intoxicated non-acceptance speech:

"l don't know how you all see it but when T comes o the
children, Wu-Tang is for the children,... We teach the children
Pully is good, but Wu-Tang is the best | want you all to know
that this is ODB, and | love you all, peace,”

Mestled within that crazy act s a nugget of truth. Having
spanned more than a generation of hip hop fans, many Wu
Fang fans are now having families of their own - and even

UMIJLO has a line of Wu Tang-themed baby onesies.

Wu Tang's 1993 song CREAM famously coined the acronym
"Cash Rules Evarything Around Me”, 3 name which has since
become interchangeable with the word "maoney” in hip hop
culture, It also implies a deeper notion of “no money, no honey’
as well as "money is the root of all evil”.

Cameos: The Clan has appeared in many movies, including
cameas in iron Mar, Americon Gongster, and the indie dassic,
f.{"_f_fl?'!.’ ang Cigareites, Quentin |ur;'l"l'l"|'.‘:- hired Rza to create the
saundtracks for Kl Bl 1 & 2, and even helped Rza produce his
owmn big-budget kung fu movie, Marn with the fron Fists (2012),
starring Russel Crowe and Lucy Liu

Sneaker Cullab: In addition o their own line of clothing, Wu
Wear, the Clan has dozens of sneaker collabs, includi 13 he

famous Wu Tang Dunks. Only 36 pieces were made by Nike |-
an homage to Wu Tang's 36th Chamber album,

The pre-debut lives of BTS members - Jin, W,
jungkaak, Jimin, Suga, RM, and |-Hope - were
far from laxurious, as they were part of Big Hit
Emiertainment, a small and unknown
entertainment company that almost went
bankrupt before they debuted.

All seven members shared one dorm and some
of the older members had to 1ake on part-time
jobs to make money. Each member had also
gone through their own personal struggles in
deciding if they wanted to debut or not. |-Hope
actually left the group at one point. Jimin wsed
to practice dancing for hours until he couldn't
move anymaore; hie also struggled with his
weight. Jin had to learn singing and dancing
from squane ang

RM had to convince his parents to allow him to
lallow his passion of being a rapper instead of
enrolling in university with his good grades. The
youngest member, jungkook - then anly 15
years old - found it hard to adjust to life as a
trainee. Both V and Suga came from poor
families and had to adapt to ity life,

Suga stroggled a lot before their debut - he's
always been open about his battles with
depression, which he expresses through his
songs under his alter ego Agust 0. Because of
his body insecurities, he worked out a lot, but a
houlder infury put an end to this and still
affects his dance abilities te this day.

DEBUT HARDSHIPS

Their hardships did not end when BTS debuted
in 2013, Coming from a small company meant
that their promotions were l[imited. A year after
their debut, they almaost disbanded because
there wasn't encugh revenue to support them.
BTS was initially criticised by other artists
micked tor their looks and accused of
plagiarism. Underground rappers criticised BTS

rapline members - RM, Suga, and |-Hope allude
to this in songs like “Cypher Part 4" (2016),

in the early days, their TV show appearances
were shortened and they were subjected 1o
mistreatment on sel. In an episode of “Weekly
Idol” (zo1s), the hosts rudely shot down the
song Suga wrote for them, While on the variety
show “Flower Crew” (2006), jungkook kindly
bought hamburgers for cast members, bul was
rudely turned down, Since then, BTS rarely
appeared on variety shows,

ANTIS AND HATE

Fanbase rivalries are no secret in K-pop, and
with BTS rising in the ranks, they were targeted
by antis (anti-fans). When BTS staged their first
miajor concert in Korea in 2015, they were
plagued with antis labelling them as
“plagiarismboys™, which ruined a night with
their fans.

Antis went a step turther in 20146 with the
“Break Wings Project™ - a collaborative effon
among other ¥-pop landoms 10 sabotage BTS
release of their new album, Wings. Iranically,
Wings became the album that launched BTS'
fame internationally, growing their ARMY (F
name of BTS" fans) base exponentialty. it was a
stellar year for BTS: they won their first Melon
Music Awards dacsang (album of the year) and
became Artist of the Year at the 2016 Mnet
Asian Music Awards.

WINGS TAKE FLIGHT

The bard hasn't looked back since, and have
continued 1o make waves in the music industry.
since 2017, BTS kept hitting records and
winning awards both in South Korea and
worldwide

Despite BTS many hardships they laced
pre-debut, they've achieved success those in
the K-pop industry dream of, They also have a
#ood relationship with Big Hit; each member
helds shares in the company, making them
multl-millionaires and part owners,

BTS proved 10 be a unique, all-rounded group
that consistently releases t.:u:rl music,

appealing to millions of fans around the warld
with their unigue persenalities. Of course, just
like all popular celebrities, BTS still encounters
haters, but now they have a large, loyal group
of ARMYs to defend them, They have truly come
a long way since 2013

J HOPE
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Anvonie whe calls themselves a pop
cultore congumer shouldn't confuse
Star Lare with Star Trek — both
are sat in space. but Hheir
premises are totally different.
luthile the Star lfars wniferse
centres areund concepis of The
Forece and +he Dark and Light
sides. Star Trek wde [ess of a
space opara and more af a sci~f
serigs centfed around epace
exgloration and sclence

4 Few centuries in the futufe.

Earth evelves politically beyond +he i

need for individual nations, and +he .'r'-l

planiet unites. As humans acguire It . \
the ability +o +ravel quickly +htough [ \
space (ie. ldarp). they encownter 'ﬂ:;

other allen races. |I

Together they form an intergalactic government called
+the Federation, ubick the different space ships and
crews in the Star Trek franchise belong 4o, Gensrally
their mieaion e peaceful exploration, but theyre
inevitably pulled inte conflicts (and wars) with
competing alien powers. like the EKlingons. Bamulane.
and Borgs

STAR TREK TIMELINE

Star Trek isn't just one series of storyline. Similar +o
the MCU. there are T differant, interconnected TV
series and (1 movies +o date, the moet-popular of
ukick include the eoriginal Star Trek (3 seasens), The
Alext Generation (T seasons). and Deep Space Aline
(7 seasons). The stories are set in Earth's future,
covering a peried of seme 100 years from the Lind -
Ly cantories.

Lihile the showe operate on different fimelines, Hhe
majority of +he series and movies are direcHy linked +o
the eriginal &tar Trek series. efther as prequels (e
Discovery and Enterprise series). of sequels, including

The alext Generation series and & of the feature Ffilme.

Shor Trak: Shar Trek! Star Trek: Ltar Trek:
Entecprise The ariginal series thﬂ '*J:H- E'E'e'r'. Aoy
(200!~ 2003) (1F56-1147) ] e ra)
R - (a7 -1 (FTE-ITTH)

} AIS=2041 AD \2?.5?-116* Ab I T34Y-1ITF 4D i ABEF-2375 AD

A PRODUCT OF TS TIME

Lotile fans aniversally agree the original Star Trek
(1786-67) was the best series. watching o today can be
eringe-inducing at Hmes. For all the series’

Foruarg ~Hhinking ideas. Captain Kirk's agaressively
incessant womanising and everyone elee's “boye will be
boys” acceptance of H wouldn't Fiy in a show today, but
ther Star Trek tsnt a new show — & captures a wnigue
microcesm of what (Tils werkplace sexism loaked like.

The series aifed af the height of Hhe Cold Lufar. which algo
helps explain ite panfully Bent symbolism, from comie book
villain Space nlazis fo the ever-the-top menacing Klingens
whe were cast os the wndpelogedically ebvious stang-ins For
+he el Soviet Union.

A VISION OF THE FUTURE

Star Trek's vision of future +ech alse influenced +he
inventore of GRS, mobile phones. and personai
computers. Star Trek s alss responsible fof helpmg
+he broader, pre-intermet public understand what
were, af the time, extremely obascure edientilic

BY TARTAN OW

There's no arguing with the fact that Star Wars has become a bigger part of global
pop culture than any other movie franchise in history. The franchise has spawned
many quotable lines which have been used, parodied, and meme'd since before you
were born. Here's a quick user’'s guide for non-fans to some of Star Wars' most

iconic quotes:

Kl “NO. | AM YOUR
FATHER.”

- Darth Vader
WHERE: Episode VI: Return of the Jedi

CONTEXT: After a climactic lightsaber batile
Between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vades
which results in Luke's arm being choppad
off, Luke climbs onto 2 metal sinsciure 1o gel
aweay Trom Vader. When Luke accuses Vader
of kilfing his father, Vader responds wath the
iconic "Na. Fam yaur father,”

The line t5 often misquoted as: “Luke, Fam
your father ™ Interastingly it's.one of the most
misquided lines in all movie history, thanks
1o the Mandeia Effect

One of the most hilarious pop-culture
references is Toy Story 2, when Buzz

Lightyear battles the villain Zurg, who
tells him “I am your father.”

E1 “1 KNOW.”

- Han Solo
WHERE: Episode V: The Emypire Strikes Back

CONTEXT: Han Sod0 is the archetype rogue
who owes people money, He's atso roquishly

MR D . -
\\ Yy

.~ “I AM YOUR FATHER”

KNOW YOUR STAR WARS QUOTES

El “IT’S A TRAP!”
- Admiral Ackbar

WHERE: Episode VI; Return of the Jedi

CONTEXT: Adrmiral Ackbar, commanding
officer of the Rebel Alliance's mg-tag

fleed, ejnculales his mmmoetal line when il
dawns on him that he's led his fleet info
an-ambaesh and thay're aboul to be
anmihilated by the Empire’s bigger, badder
ships during the Battle of Endar

According to several researchers,
“It's a trap!” is the most memed
line of dialog from any mavie in
history.

1 “DO0. OR DO NOT.
THERE IS NO TRY”

- Yoda

WHERE: Episode V: The Empire Strikes
Back

CONTEXT: Luke Skywalker ends up on
Dapobah to seek the lutelzge of 3 Jadi
Master named Yoda. During the Jed
fraining, Luka i5 tasked with Force-Ifing
his X-wing fighter out of the swamp. Whan
Luke tells Yoda that he will try, Yoda scolds
him with “Do. Or do not, There is no try

In KAl Bil¥ Vo, 2, Pai Mei alludes to
Yoda's line when teaching a young
Beatrix to punch through a sofid
beam of wood. He quotes:

“No wonder you can't do i, you
acquiesce to defeat before you even
begin."

“THESE AREN'T
THE DROIDS

! i 5 = b
22734D | 2377 AD ‘ 1IFRAD r principles. including blackholes. +he idea of spoce~time. charming, and by this point in the franchise Yuu HE I-U'U'KI "G
o Pt bt o and the theoretical existence of wormboles. he and Princess Lefa have gotten close FBH-“
y The Meton Generations Memenis In this episode, he's captured by an
S D,'ff'f';e iy aii EAMOUS LIVE LON Wwaree intersiailar bounty huntsr named Boba Fatt - Obi-Wan Kenobi
LR G STPEED" Jabba the Hutts henchiman, Just before Fett

WHERE: Episode IV: & New Hopa

GROUND BREAKING SOCIAL
STATEMENTS

In (768, Star Trek showed Hhe firet interracial kiss in
mainstream television history in the episode Plate's
Stepchildren. [+ seems mundane feow, but ot Hie Hime
i wae groungdbreaking. [+ was alsc arguably the first
shouw in western TV history +o givie prominent roles to
minarities. mnclading “Uncle Geeorge” Takei. To put that
in. context. the legendary civil rights icon D, Martin
Lether King Jr. famously stated. Star Trek was the
enly TV show he weuld let kis 3 young children watch.

PHRASES AND PROSPER"

PROBABLY

You've probably queted
Star Trek some of +Hhe
mest Famous phrases
coined In the sefies. and
didr'+ even know i+ For
exgample. “warp speeqd .
resistance e Futile” and
tvie long and presper’. to
name a few.

"RESISTANCE
s FUTILE"

freezes Solo in carbonite — which may or may
et kill i fn the process - Fetl leis Laka say
her kast goodbyes, "She Blurts "l love you," to
which he replies, ™| know."

Despite only a few minutes of screen
time, this scene cemented Boba
Fett's position as a pop culture
touchstone, He was so popular
among the Star Wars fandom that
Disney eventually span a side story
about his creed in The Mandalorian,
which gave us Baby Yoda.

DID YOU KNOW?

The phrase *| have a bad feeling about this® is the most prolific
Star Wars quote in the franchise. The line's been sald = In various
iterations — by a main character in every single episode, from

A New Hope to The Last Skywalker.

NN

CONTEXT: When Obi-Wan, Luke, and the
two wanted droids B2-D2 and C-2P0 are
in Mos Eisley, thay ancountar seme
Stormitroopers who ask about the droids
Obi-Wan pses the “Jedi mind trick™ and
says, “These aren't the deoids you're
fooking. for,™ Thee trick works —they leave
them alane

The line has been used and
parodied many, many times in film

and drama, from That 70s Show o
House and The Big Bang Theory.
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Viewers

MOST VIEWED MUSIC VIDEOS Here are some of the most viewed MVs of a1l tin,
ON YOUTUBE

BABY SHARK
DANCE | PINKFONG

2041 billion (2016}

F84 billiom | 2012

The super catchy
childrens song is hard

e to get out of your '.-*.\‘:I%-:i.
— probably becAause you've

heard it too many times - B:‘.pf_‘ﬂi?l]l:-' when youve been
around your nieces or nephows The #hs -'u:,.._.u ’lrkc'u’ﬂlm*ge
trended on Twitter when people filmed themselves doing

The ‘owgc*-l -running
rideo on the list Psys

firet major hit broke records with
hilarious ¥ideo deploting a silly horse dance,
Its also the first non-Engliah MV to sit on top
of Youtube's most-viewed list. While the song

What do Stranger Things (2016~
present), Ready Player One (2018), and

THEMES OF RETRO FLICKS

auspus | B

T

the Baby Shark dance moves.

DESPACITO |
LUIS FONSI ft.

DADDY YANKEE
7.038 billion (2017

I'his was the song that
launched a thousand
dance classes and a dozen other
languages, Heaning "slowly” in Spanish, the popular
Raggaecton hit bridged the gap between Spanish and
fuglish pop. Despacito reached 2 billion views faster
than any MV in Youtube's history.

versions in different

SHAPE OF YOU |

ED SHEEREN

505 billion (2017
Sheeren’s hit is accused
of ripping off an eariier W\
track by mi Switel
called "Gt ¥, but that

didn't stop his video - starring Sheeran as an aspiring

boxer who falls in love with another amateur boxer -
from hitting bigtime views This upbesat hit has
mearingful lyries coupled with a dancey beat

SEE YOU AGAIN |
WHIZ KHALIFA ft.
CHARLIE PUTH

472 hl1lion (2015

Ihe song WAS commissione
for the soundirack of Furious 7 {201% and serves as &
tribute to the late actor Paul Walker who was a star
of the Fast and the Furious franchiee. The video
featured scenes of wWalker from warious Furious
movies and the polgnant lyrics helped the song climb
the charts

UPTOWN FUNK | MARK
RONSON ft. BRUNO MARS

399 billion (2014)

itk fun lyrics and a retro
funky motown vibe thats
geared towaris s wider mainstream audience, Upltown
Funk is infectious. The KV features Ronson and Mars
in fedoras and dapper suits as they prowl the city
strecta The song became the longest-running #1 hit
of Brunos career,

« Apart from Boky JHeark the list oaits il

s pollgs ARd andnation

@ SUGAR | MAROON 5

that were Listed in Tout

received mixed reviews its eatchy tune and
beats were undeniably populsar,

SORRY |

JUSTIN BIEBER
336 bdllion (2015

his may be one of
Bleber'’s most famous
songa. but oddly. he never =-1:1:lca"cr1 in this
iconic MV at all. Originally, this dance video -
f"-',‘-‘-tuﬂ.'lg a group of colou 1Tully-dressed
dancers - was supposed to accompany the songs

lyric video, but Blebers management decided to {
use it A the songs official MV instead.

231 billicn C2015

"Bugar” not only had a
catchy tune, it also had
a memorable MY that
featured the band
Allepedly erashing weddings and performing
to surprised couples. The buzz on the
internet was whether or not the video was
staged (yos, 1t wash but at least two weddings
featured in the MV were really real.

.2 billion (2013

Filmed like a. short
movie where Katy
crash-lands in & jungle
and survives on her own.
the cappy video features an ensemble of wild
and an animal print-elad Katy
channelling Tarzan vibeg The gpirl power
alement is strong in this HV, and alludes to
Katy finding strength after her diveorce.

yevl

5. @ THINKING OUT LOUD |

ED SHEEREN
%11 billdion (2014)

In Ed Sheerans second
entry on the: list he
takes ccnrc:":,hbe by
debuting some impressive ballroom dancing
moves - the rumba - with a dance partner. The

moves were chorepgraphed by a team from So

You Think You Can Dance who put Fd through
more than 40 hours of dance training.

ubes top 10 moek viewed videos

Wonder Woman 1984 (2020) have in
common? While they're produced
recently for today's audience, they're
mostly set in an era that celebrates the
nostalgia of the 80s. Unlike biopics like
Bohemian Rhapsody (2018) or historic
drama like The Crown (2016-present)
that have a fixed timeline, why are
these fictional titles Focused on an era
that's more in tune with our parents’
childhood? And what makes them so
endearing, especially among a younger
audience who (most likely) haven't
lived through the 80s?

'NOSTALGIA IS MEDICINE

There are many studies
that feund that nostalgia
triggers positive
emotions, especially when
it relates to a time when
things were simpler, Even
though you may not have
lived through the 80s,
you've probably watched
reruns of alder films or TV
shows as a child, maost
likely with your Family. Its
these Family moments

that you might assaciate
with the warmth of nostalgia,

Yet "nostalgia” also refers to a Feeling of
familiarity that doesn't always relate to actual
memories. You can actually experience
anemoia - the nostalgic sense of longing Fora
past you never lived yourseif,

MNostalgia has been known to represent a past as
we imagine it rather than the actual past —so'it’s
possible to Feel a strong sense of relationship
with a place or thing even when you've never
been there or done that before. Our brains
create associations of past memories with
new ones sowhenever we recognise an event
that resembles something we've encountered
in the past, we unconsciously tend to Feel the
same emaotions as well.

This explains why we tend to have a positive
emaotion when watching nostalgic movies even
whenwe've never lived through the era.

Forfilms and TV series set in the era, a numbser of
80s themnes are used. Stranger Things focuses on
the strong bonds of friendship that are used in
the kid movie format of the 80s, like The Goonies
(1985) and ET. (1982} Much like in any
childhood, good friends often bond over a geeky
hebby. For Gen Z,it's video games; in Stranger
Things, it was Dungeons & Dragons. Both
promoted the Fundamental idea of teamwark
and the battle of good against evil = a social glue
as old as time.

A popular 80s trope is the existence of a classic
evil lair andfor a rich, crazy nemesis, as can be
seen from the trailers of Wonder Woman 1984, 1t
also takes a comedic jibe at awkward 80s Fashion
{like the infamous bum bag).

'“‘bEIUHtBb

Some films aren’t $et in the 803, but heavily use
its pop cultura references, especially geak
culture. For example, Ready Player One
showcases classic games like Strect Fighter,
anime (ke Gundam, and movies like The Shining.
While the titles may be more Familiar with Gen X,
these characters have endured the test of time,
Simplyhead toa comicon convention and you'll
find a huge, younger fanbase for these
characters.

Another popular theme of BOs movies i martial
arts, portrayed in Alms ke Kickbover (1989} and
Karate Kid(1984). The central prémise of these
stories Follows the nerds-to-here formula, where
the bullied cakes a stand and emerges victorious,
It's a thefne that ages well, and the 2078 series
Cobya Kai continues the story of Karate Kid 30
years on, Apping Inte the nestalgia of high
sthool rivalries.

Arguably, the 805 was an era that heavily
influenced the entertainment we have today. It
was a decade that gave us disaster movies,
buddy movies, rogue cop movies, superherd
movies, and more.

The decade basically introduced us to
*high-concept' films, with cinematic plots that
could be easily characterised by one or bwo
sentences and therefore easily marketable and
understandable, The farmulaic approach,
including using pop seundtracks, villain
menologues, and the one-man army hero
trope, isstill used in the films of today,

Mare than anything, these retro-themed Rims
show how nostalgia gives us a positive emotion
gven when we've never lived through the era.
The80sas a genre has created an enduring
legacy that was experienced first-hand by Gen X
and pasasd along to today's generation of
entertainment consumers.

The
' Karate Kui
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PANDEMIC PREDICTORS

2020 IN POP CULTURE

Popular culture gives us a sense of shared identity, meaning, and
purpose that transcends differences in geography, race, ethnicity,
CONTABION (200 |0 L religion, or politics. From the isolation of stay-home-notices to the fear
e ' ; *  aof going out without a mask, here are some movies and TV series - the
vehicles of pop culture - that capture the zeitgeist of 2020.

A0

ON REAL-LIFE SCENARIOS

O THE MUKDARITY OF ISOLATION WEAR PROTECTION BEFORE LEAVING HOME

#ALNE (20

WORLD WAR &
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BY YIN LOON FEMINISM AND THE
D L A B - = SHE-GHO
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Horror film buffs may cite plenty of films that have scary male ghosts,
ghouls, and demons, but if we've learned anything in cinema, it's
usually the female entities that leave lingering heebie jeebies long after

we've watched them on screen.

From the creepy twins of The Shining to the long-haired Sadako in The
Ring to the creepy Pontianak, it's clear that there's just something extra

scary about female ghosts.

Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned. It serves as a warning: anger
her or wrong her, and you know you'll be in for a really bad time
because in typical horror stories, she will return as a vengeful ghost.

In Asia, there are many types of vengeful female ghosts. Whether it's a
Japanese onryd or the Pontianak, these white-garbed, long-haired
spirits are bound by a desire for vengeance and are capable of injuring
or killing people. In many cases, their haunting spree doesn't end with

the death of their killer.

In The Ring (1998}, Sadako, who was thrown into a
well by her father, takes revenge for her death
through a videotape that kills the viewer within 7 :
days. She uses nensha, an ability which allows her !
to telekinetically burn Images into a videotape,

while trapped in the well. In fu-COn, aka The Grudge |
[2002), Kayako was murdered by her husband,

triggering a series of murders of everybody who '
set foot in the house by her ghost, starting with the
death of her husband.

:

What makes female ghosts scary Is parthy due to the look:

long, black hair that (usually) covers most of her face and
she's typically dressed in a shapeless white dress or smock.
The image of the long-haired lady in a white dress isn't just
limited to Asian horror stories. Plenty of western horror has
adapted to that look as well, most recently on MNetfii's The
Haunting of Bly Manor [2020) - the Lady of the Lake's
appearance fs similar to Sadako.

When it comes to being scary in horror films, the ghosts
don't have to be adult women, Even innocent-looking girls
- like those twins in The Shining or the sweet Regan
MacNeil of Poltergeist - scare the bejesus out of us.

Interestingly, many films portraying the vengeful

female ghost almost always double as a
murder-mystery - solve the haunting, and youll

often discover one or most the following: the real
killer, the motive or the location of the female

COrpse.

But perhaps there's nothing more visually frightening at first
glance than the image of a ghostly old woman - viewed as

particularly repulsive, they represent all that’s most
frightening in a society. Just think of the old lady in Room

237 in The Shining, or Bertha Mills in The Others. A woman
is evidently a terrifying thing no matter what her age.

In the Thai film, Shutter (2004}, Natre's ghost
sought revenge on a group of university men who
once gang-raped her by coercing them to commit
suicide. Since her ex-boyfriend Tun didn’t do
anything to stop or expose them, she reveals
photos of her rape to Tun's current girlfriend, jJane,

who then breaks up with him.
The female ghost subverts the conventional view of

Woman as a passive, obedient creature and supposes that
the angry, violent, retributive urges suppressed in life may
emerge after death in twisted malevolent form.

South Korea's Bunshinsaba (2002) is a classic
revenge story involving a mother-daughter duo

who were murdered by the townfolk. Their spirits
are awakened via a ouija board by a group of
schoolgirls who want revenge on their classroom
bullies. After possessing ane of the girls, they kill
the bullies before going on to complete their
revenge on the rest of the town,

Casapai | luame 68| |5
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70 KING OF THe HILL

Qbder generations may remember
The Flintstones and The Jetsons as
wholesome entertainment thal

featured the classic nuckear family.

Both camoons reflected the
lifestyle based on the pastwa)
boom - in The Hintstores, Wilma
and Belty are constantly saying,
“tharge it", which was a very 60s
thing with the rise of credit cards,
The jetsons portrays a world of

robat housekeepers, smart homes,

jetpacks, and fiying
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FARILICS

FRom THe FLIATSTONCS

cars, reflecting the futuristic
outiook of Americans during a time
of increditile advances in home
appliances, Even the Flintstones
alluded to this with the bird record
player and the Brontosaurus crane
at the guarry where Fred and
Barney work

While The Flintstonesand The
Jetsons were the postwar boom
family of the 19605, The Simpsons
[1989-present)-and Family Guy
{1999-present) were the nuchear,
24 childeen family

We all grew up watching cartoons, and amidst the
stories of transforming robots, mischievous babies,
and superhuman kindergartner girls you'll find
cartoons that showcase the shenanigans of the
nuclear family, like The Simpsons.

The nuclear family has been the subject of cartoons
for about 60 years, starting with The Flintstones
(1960-1966), and followed by The Jetsons
(1962-1987). Fast forward a couple of decades, and
you have long-standing series like The Simpsons,
Family Guy, and King of the Hill, These cartoons were
so influential that their format becarne the template
for same of the most popular modern sitcoms.

These family cartoons are a great way to gauge the
state our soclety Is in, as the anfmators generally
followed an ‘art imitates life’ approach. You'd expect
to see a shift in the portrayal of family and societal life
of the characters in these cartoons as they aged, and
while some aspects have changed, it's clear that some

societal issues from the past haven't evolved much.

However, one thing was clear - despite the medium

being cartoons, they've always dealt with very adult

subject matters.

from the late 19805, While the
earlier cartoans focused on the
backdrop of modern family life,
weTe starting to see the portrayal
ol dysfunclional Lamily
relationships in later cartoons.

Bart and Lisa Simpson are siblings
wiho - with opposite parsonalies -
are often at odds with each other,
with parents who have
guestionable parenting styles,
Homer is a5 dumb as characters
come and at times TDFEE"'.S hehas
a third child. In Family Guy,

parents Peter and Lois Griffin have
anoverweight, unintatiigent son
Chris who's canstantly at odds with
his sibling Meg, who's aften bullied
by har entire family - including her
{welrd] infant broother, Stewie. In
both cases, the daughters are
either forgatten or il-treated,

King of the Hill (1997-2010) also
features a normal "dysfunctional”
family, where Hank Hill is often at
odds with his anly son, Bobby, wha
prides himself an being artful
rather than athietic.

ON JOBS AND GENDER ROLES

Earlier cartoons portrayed how
even blue collar workers could
lead an idyllic life. Fred Flintstone
isa "bronto crane pperator” -at
guarry while George Jetson
simply pushies buttons at his
futuristic workplace three days a
week, yet manages Lo snag a
deluxe apartment. Fast forward
to the time of the Simpsons and
Griffins and it seems that the
workplace and career hasn't
changed that much, until we see
the arrival of the middie-class
with assistant manager Hank,

These cartoons have covered
plenty of sacietal issues,
covering a wide range of topics
from enviranmentalism to
racism

Lisa Simpson's character isa
contemporary cartoon icon for
those seeking social justice
arcund the world. She's exposed
the harsh realities of climate
thange (she's also vegetarian),
talked about mental health,
opposed gender stereotypes,

However, no matter what the era,
the roles of the husband and wife
haven't changed: the father |5
always the main breadwinner
while the mother stays at home.

Sexism was often in-your-face in
The jetsans, In an episode where
Jane learns to drive, George
raspands, “Well, it's probably
better if you don't Janey, Driving
requires a man's skilk-a man's
judgement: a man's technical
know-how.” Fred Flintstaone goes
onea step too far when he refuses

SOCIAL COMMENTA

and stood up for freedom of the
press,

Ower its course of 30 years, The
Simpsons basically "grew up”
with viewers getting increasingly
waoke, Over ime, the character
Apu - the Indian convenience
store owner - became a symbol
of racisrm with his distinct accent
that's theatrically thick and voiced
by a Caucasian, Family Guy's
Alrican American character,
Cleveland is also voiced by a

FamiLy GUY

to cook for himself while Wilma
was busy working a gig - he
throws viclent tantrums, telling
her to quit because “A woman's
place is in the home!”

In The Simpsons, Lisa has often
been the sole voice of feminism,
onby to be shot down by her dad
with misogynistic lines ike, "If you
were a boy, you'd be a scientist.”
Peter Griffin is often seen making
inappropriate jokes about
women, ke, “Women are not
people, they are devices built by
Jesus Christ far our cwn
entertainment.”

Caucasian, and since the Black
Lives Matter movement, both
actors have quit their roles,

Family Guy is known For
regularly portraying racial
stereolypes: the Griffin famiby's
Hispanic housemaid Consuela
speaks in broken English with
intorrect sentence stiucture,
and in one episode, Peter meets
a Mushm named Ahmoo who
not only made Peter blow up a
bridge, but also made him drive
because the security won't allow
anyone with dark skin pass

Although these may
be seen as excessive
and in-your-face, the
racism portrayed is
not far from the
reality of current
society.

However bad these husbands
seam, the reality of toxic
masculinity becomnes amplified
betause we see their wives settle
for mediocrity, because a happy
marriage is too much to ask for
from husbands who don't care.

Things start to change with King
of the Hill's flipping of gender
roles, with high femme Luanne
being a secretly skillad mechanic,
while Babby's love of pink and his
feminine mannerisms are often a
point of cantention with Hanlk,

While The Simpsans and Family
Guy are snapshots of
cantemparary American society,
The Jetsons pradicted what
society would be like in the
future. It showcased modern
conveniences we have today,
like video chats, smartphones,
and drones but yet despite the
conveniences - housewife Jane
only has to push buttons for
machines to do the housewark
and Gearge has 4 3-day work
week simply pushing one button
- they both complain about a
hard day's work,
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FROM DALEKS TO TARDIS

[ Whao s one of the most iconie, long=mnning franchises in TV history, 10°s also one of the

mosk complicated, involving 13 different time-travelling main characters isorl of). all of who l== === J: “ |

are the same " Doctor”, For the uninitiated. here ave the four main elements of Dr, Who o gel
vou started on the franchise.

curring chara
qualifying as.campan

Despite being evil. Daleks have
[ a hugaly aalar pop

MEver N romantic re

with the Doctor

STUDIO GHIBLI HEROINES

Ghibll fiims are an endearing legacy, bringing to lfe storles catered Lo eVery Sphere of soclety. Known for thelr visual mastery,
storytelling, and slow pacing for dramatic Ghibll flims also have ong more strand to their DNA: strong female characters.
Many of the fllms feature girls going on grand adventures Inko worlds unknown. using or discovering thelr Inner strength they
never knew they had. Here are some Ghibll films featuring heroines who need no resculng:

from HOWL'S MOVING CASTLE

= \--'} -y LA B
from KIKI'S \ .
DELIVERY SERVICE

from SPIRITED AWAY




RELIEF

It's the end of the year, and we’re all gearing up for the holidays. We
may have nowhere to travel to this year, but here’s something you
CAN do while stuck at home: opening your advent calendar. Whether
you're stressed from exams or simply looking forward to some
surprise, an advent calendar is just what you need.

when luxuory ovonds get wbo gpwes

what do lukury designer brands and video games have in common® Given that their target audiences are so
different in thelr consumer habifs, yvou'd be hard pressed to find g link, But for o while now, luxury brands hove been
targeting o consumer group fhat's spending more time online. And they're doing it with online games.

Make a copy of this Advent Calendar and write a
gift for yourself (or someone) or a challenge
under each number. Once Dec | comes, open the

| a wew kind of collalo designey aawes

Cwver the past year; luxury brands have

This Iypae of pardnarshin Bn't new skirg for characters Givana ; L . H 1
- rands like Mosching and Ciesel  ond Senna, as well os copsuls been releasing thair own games o first box to mark off a new item every day!
; i For exam :
have joined gomes e 'Tha coleclions availoble for n‘u:lr‘(thg 1':'%'5' ilmhﬂ?l;l?lt; il
| - | !
Sirms” and ‘Second Life’ in the n-game purchases. s A B R S e
early 2000s. *Firil Fantbeisy Xil° virhualhy toss @ horseshos In an hamage
worked with Proda in 2012 o Meanwhile. Gucci hos lo ther coveted Homeshoe Stomp. —
cirass fheir chorochers, ond n crealed athlefc wear for fhe S {Firs -
2014 they worked with Lous gome 'Tennis Clash', and Bisier Vu'r'ﬁ F'IJS ﬁ[}s‘:l"d".;'m-b.' iy _ ‘
: ] : : e | ¢ coilier ] g
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j Proda bob fo a complate are cleor gamens who're Shle

wardrobe from Chanel or Dior unable o shop freely can

Gucci's mobde app features o suite of
oreoeia CPFTaY e USErs Cof winila
away their time, or virtually iry on their

accessones bing Auvgmanted Raality [AR]. Thar new Guoci
| Sneaker Garocse ets usans design virlual sneokerns and put

Brands like Valenting and Marc cushomese thair avalans with |
] Jocobs offer gomers acoess fo clothing by warious bronds

E’C-‘]W"-f- thvir virlual elothing for frae via they'd narmeally have no
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With over 30 participating

universities and 8 companies
- you don’t want to miss it

17-21 November 2020

Visit singapour.campusfrance.org
to find out more
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