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A matriarchy is a “family, group or state governed by a matriarch (a woman who is head of a family or tribe)” and includes a
Editor-in-Chief matrilineal system where one can trace their lineage through matemal ancestry, orinharit a property through the female line,

Aaron Stewart Youmay be familiar with legendary matriarchies like the (now extinct) Amazons, but there's still a handful of female-led
aaron(@campus.com.sg 0 societies still surviving in'the real world today that are matrilineal (where ancestral descent is traced through maternal instead
. . of paternal limes) - and interestingly, most of them are in Asia.
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part of our team of contributors! We L
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HAS A MISOGYNY ISSUE

From chart-topping K-pop girl
groups to strong K-drama
female leads, South Korea's pop

culture would lead you to
believe 1t's a nation that'son
par with the world In terms of
gconomy, entertainment, and
gender equality. However,
beneath 1ts polished surface,
the reality is not quite perfect.
South Korea may have risen
from the ashes of war to
become one of the world's top
economies, but still 1ags behind
much of the OEGD in terms of
gender equality.

For decades now. deep-rooted
patriarchal ideologies and
practices have given way 1o an
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undercurrent of resistance to
South Korea's progress in
gender equality. There's been
Increasing anti-feminist
backlash among young mern - an
Issue which was brought; to the
nation's forefront in March's
presidential election In which
Yoon Suk-yeol, who's been an
open critic of feminism, emerged
victorious.

Misogyny has never come to
the fore in South Korea like it
has recently, and it has taken
shape in multiple forms, from
patriarchy and gender discrimi-
nation to sexual harassment,
violence against women, and
sexual objectification.

AT THE
GOVERNMENTAL
LEVEL

South Kerea's 2022 presideniial election
showed a pronounced divide v gender,
especially for Gen Z: around 60% of
women in thelr 20s supported
progressive candidate Lies Jas-myung of
the Democratic Party, while 60% of
thelr male counterparts supported Yoon
of the conservative Peopls Powsr Party.
This gender divide has been exploited by
polltlclans.

Inorder to court young male VoLers.
ome of Yoon's more contentimis
promises was to dissolve the Ministry
of Gender Equality and Family (or
Ministry of Women and Family” In
Korean), which he says focuses oo
much on womery's rights and isno
longer necessary. Howsver. the

minlstry dossn't Just promote equallty.
it hielps vichims of sextial Viclence and
single mothers.

Yoon has alzo openly blamed feminism
for low birthrates. and has promised to
enhance punishments for false
accusations of sexual violsnce. which
could deter more women from stepplng
forward.

Tronically. acoording to 2 poll in May,
nearly T2% of Korean men in thelr 20
feel they'rs the victims of serlous
gender discrimination, clting reverss
dizcrimination that stems from
feminism and women-focused policies.

Many Yourg men regard Women's
advancement as a threat to thelr
financial security. They fear losing out
10 Women in the cutthroat competition
for tertiary education and Jobs -
especially when they have to ssrve
mandatory military service (2 touchy
subJject thal's also at play here in
Singapare).

Among contentlon also 15 the country"s
affirmative actlon, which was
Implemented In 2006 to expand women's
employment and counter deepiy-rooted
discriminatory practices In public and
private companies. Tronjcally, while
The policy only called for women to
represent & certain percentags of the
workforce, there were no stdpulations on
wages, Pesulting in a huge wage gap
between men and women - It was 35.9%
In 2020, which 15 far higher than the
OECD average of 12.8%. Yet, women's
enroliment rate in higher education
Wwas b% higher than that of their mals
counterparts as of 2020.

MEN AGAINST
FEMINISM

The resentment of femirism has been
around since the beginming of the
#MeToo movement back in 2018, when
South Korea was thrust into global news
for the nation's digital 2ex crimes - over
80,000 cases of Micit fiming using
hidden spycams wers reported between
2013 and 2018. The Iinages were
uploaded b0 websites Where men pay to
access them, Prosecutors dropped 45.5%
of sexual digital crimes cases in 2019,
and it remained difficult for women 1o
geb justice, according t0 a2 Human Rights
Watch (HAW) report In June 2021,

South Korea has also Seen & bizarme
form of sexual viclence dubbed ~semen
terrorism,” whers men would ejaculate
OTt0 UNSUSpecting Women's posesslons,
from coffee tumilers to shoes. So far,

=semen terrorists™ have gotten off
lightly (pardon the pun) since their
crimes were punishable 25 meps
property damage,

These Incidents prompted mass
protests by South Korean womerns at a
marathon #MeToo protest in Seoul in
2018, almost 200 women volced thelr
gxperiences of sexual harassment for
2018 minutes non-sLop.

Instead of sympathising with womern,
Korean men instead went on protests
of their own with thelr mantra
“Feminksm |5 2 mental linessi™ The
mest prominent antl-feminist group,
Man on Solidarity, targets anything
that smacks of feminisim. Groups ke
that create a culture of misogyny in
male-dominant onling communitles.
depleting feminists as radical
misandrists ar ~feminazis” and
arguing that feminists are “female
supremactsts” rather than champlons
of gender equality.

They v also threatened businesses
with boveotis. simply because they
were insulted with the pinched finger
emodli which they sakd ridiculed the size
of Their manhood. Weirder still was
that companies actually pulled ads
with those images because of them. In
January, a McDonald's worldwide
Twither campalgn asked followers to
reply with a pinched finger emojl to
"steal a fry™ which wouldn't go down
well In South Korea,

In addition, these “men's rights groups
also forced 2 university Lo cancel a
lecture by a woman they accusad of
spreading misandry, a3 well as vilifled
prominent womer - ke the three-time
Tolyo Olymples gold medalilst archer An
San - simply for having a short hatreut.

According to South Korea's National
Human Rights Gommission, “women™ and
“feminists™ are two of the most comman
targets of online hate speech In the
niation. But protests and boyootts are
nothing compared to the next level of
antdfemintsm: femiclde,

THE MURDERS

South Korea has a femicids problem;
Just last vear alone, thers's been a
spate of murders targeting women.
These include two young girts who spoke
out, against sexual assault. a woman
Who Just started dating her murdersr,
two karaoke room assistants, and a
womarn wWho was murdered by hier long
abusive husband.

And there 5eems 10 be 2 PAILETT AMOTE
South Korea's femicide: 36% of these
murders of women by an intimate
partner (e. hushand or boyfriend) have a
history of abuse, and 67% of these

murders happenad In the home. An
analyslsof the murdsrs reveal that
among varlous reasons for men
commitiing these crimes, the most
common included “resentment.” “feeling
disregarded,” and * jealousy.” Inabout
29% of the cases, men actually
murdered women for breaking up with
them and refusing to get back
together,

Thers's been several cases in the news
where women have been killed by thelr
abusive partners despite warning signs
or even belng under pollce protection,
Tn one case, 2 murderer stalked the
victim but was arrested - oddly, an
arrest warrant was rejected by the
prosecution. S0 he returned days later
and stabbed her 0 death.

Even when the perpetrators were
arrested, thelr average sentence for
killing a female spouse was 12.8 years,
compared to 14.4 years for homicide, A
large part of It 1s due to opposition to
punishment by 17% of the surviving
members of a femicids, compared Lo
Just 9% of homicldes.

korea Women's Houling notes that
met's reasons for kiling women are
*Hled 10 a very simple reason: the
woman didn't do what the man wanted
her to do.” It simply reveals that the
fundamental motive for killing women
Is a patriarchal deslre to control them,
a5 well a3 Korean soclety's tendency Lo
downplay crimes agalinst womern.

A CHANGE IN THE
WIND

There's been a quiet determination,
gspecially among young South Korean
women, 10 shake the pillars of this once
patriarchal society. These days. many
womean work as professionals and over
60% of teachers, Including university
professoers. are women. The share of
female members In government has
alzo Increased dramatically over the
years, while women have led 40% of
businesses as of 2017,

Interms of IJaws Lo probect Women, &
Cyber Sex Crime Tnvestigation Team
has been set up in every clity and
province in the country Lo prevent
digibal spycam crimes, while
prosecutors are seeking ways Lo make
“semen berrorism” a punishabie sex
Crime.

South Korea is kind of inan umisual
situation. From the standpoint of GDP
or cultural Influence - like Squid Game
and BTS - it looks like South Korea is en
par with other natlons in the OECD.
However, when it comas Lo gender
equality. It stil lags behind a lot of
OLher countries.
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GENDERED
GRAMMAR

sorme [anguages like French
dnd Spanish categorise nouns
as “riasculing”, feminine” and
sometimes neutar. This |s
known as grammatical
gender and can be sean when
wards related to the noun
inflect {change their farm) to
agres with the noun's gender
Depending on the languadge
ar word, the association can
be based on the meaning of
the noun or can be
completely arbitrary,

Modem Erglish no lomger uses
grammatical gender but gender
i still very miuch built into our
lexicon. as seen with third-
pErson pronouns, Howeer the
genders assoctated with these
pronauns are comentionally
limited to st male (hedhim/
his} and fernate (shefenhers).
This doesnt really accomm-
odate people who Identify
with a gender cutside of the
male-fernale binary or move
Between bath genders fluidly,
Assuch, tho use of ‘gendor-
neutral” pronouns s a
reflection of how gender s
more of a spectrum than a
Binary;

THE SINGULAR
“THEY"

One of the most commeon
gender-neutral pronouns is
“they/thern”, It is also one that ks
rnost rife with controversy. as
mmany argue that these are
plural pronounsand It
‘ungrammatical’ to Use them
singularly. On the contrary,
theythem is used to refer to
unknoawn individuals in many
situations — and we don't even
reallse it most of the time.

The use of the singular they”
seems like a modern
phenomencn but in fact, it
has guite a history. Famous
wiriters like Shakespeare and
Jane Austen used it to
reference a person of
unspecified or unknown
gender. &t some point in'the
18th century. the use of the
male pronoun “he” started
belng used - generically to
refer 1o both males and
fermates. Some believe that
this word choige stems from
the androcentric view Lhat
man are the default gender.

CREATING YOUR
OWN PRONOUNS

A5 IS name sugoests,

NE0-RIoNoUs ane new
gender-neutral pronouns that
go-beyond the usual personal

pronouns in English, albelt less
common within the LCBT»
community, Some comman
eamiples include xafkem”,
‘facfaer and Zezi” These
pronsuns can give non-binary
people a lot more autenomy in
choosing a pronoun that best
represents thair idantity,
Despite being ‘new’, early
forms of Neo-pronouns were
used fromas early as the 1840s,
One prorminent example was
The Sacramento Bee
newspapear using hir for 25
years from the 19205 to the 40s

Given its arbitrariness.
NES-PranNouUns can easiy be
abused. Thare have bean cases
of public figures using random
waords and tumning them Into
nec-pronours asa joke, which
undermines the peoaple who
use these pronouns to identify
thernselves, A recent case of
this is British Intermest
personality Oif London, who
became controversial for
having muitiple plastic surgery
proceciuras to look like BTS
mizrmber Jimin. Qli came out
as ‘transfacial Korean™ and
ron-binary in 2021 with the
pronouns they/them and the
‘neo-pronouns kon'ean-and
Jfmin, Many Kpop fans address
Olfonly By their theythem
proncuns but refuse to accept
thle nee-pronouns asitis
viswwed 35 insulting to Koreans
and Jimin himself

DIFFERENT

COMBINATIONS

Sorme peaple might choose to
e miore than one prancun to
identify themsehes. Thay might
interchangeably Use 2 ormore
Dronawns o s aitharone in
diffesent situations Some people
might place their pronouns in
arder of priority, with the default
one placed first Others dan't
hiave ainy particular preferences
and will accept ary pronoun
when addressed. In even mrer
cases some people choose o
reat have any pronouns at all

When meeting these people
for thie first time, you can firse
observe how they refer ta
themsalves in front of others:
Wheneverin doubt, it's
alvways best to respectfully
ask which pronouns they
prefer and in which contexts

Orver the yedrs pronouns have
shiftect fromsimply gremimatical
wonds to a marker of personal
idenity. which is wihy miany
social media sites like Instagrm
and Linkedin now allow users o
inciude pronoums in their bios.
Findirics the right promouns o
express ones gender identity
accurately can ba extremealy
empawerng and affirming This
swihy it s important to.mespect
one anathers pronouns and
address them comectly, even
when the other party is not
physically present

BY YIN LOON

WHY MEN SHOULD BE

FEMINISTS

It's not uncommon to hear that once women identify themselves as “feminists,” they'd almost always be labelled a
“man hater” or even “feminazi.” Perhops this stems from the problem that many of us still haven’t grasped the true
meaning of being o “feminist”. There are, of course, women who soy that they believe in feminism, but end up
indulging in what many would consider “misandry” - which is the female version of misogyny. However, this is far

WHAT IS FEMINISM?

*Feminizm” is defined as “the beliel that
women are and should be freated os
polential infollecteal and secial equals to
men" {according to Urban Dictionary). The
findings of the 2020 UM Development
Forum gender index found that 90% of tha
population in 75 countries is biassed
against women.

The core idea of feminism is to help roise
thie social standing of women to ba af leas!
en par with men, ond therefore it's
essential for everyone to understond that
empowering womer does nof equate to
disparaging the opposile gender. it's not o
competition — in the game of faminism,

pvarybody wins,

The concept of feminism —and gender
equality — alse shouldn't just ba fought by
women. Ina world where men are still
volued over women, there's a need for the
opposite so 1o help fight for women's
rights, Men CAMN [and should)] be feminists
s wall becouse ferminism is jusl o3
beneficial fo them as it is for women,

WHY MEN CAN BE PART
OF THE SOLUTION

Sadly, wi lFee in o warld where sexism
agamst women can result in girls and
weormin sulfering frem domestic violence
ar sexual harassment by strangers. Sexism
agaims women extends to the workploce
too; women cansistently meake lass thon
mén for the some job, or dre ridiculed for
being too “asserfive.”

from what “feminism” actually means.

While not all mah exhibit sexist behaviour
or commit viclence, they can consider how
to play an active part in promating chonge
and in encouraging other men to do so.
Men shouldn't tolerate vislence, aggres-
sion, and bullying or participote in male
caomaraderie built on mocking women and
those who are different, Insfead, they can
plery an impertant rale’in challenging
other men over their sexism, misogyny,
and violence by colling it out, supporting
victims, or bearing witness. For men, the
first'step to fighfing for feminism is recog-
nising their own privilege.

As Edmund Burke puts it, "The only thing
necessary for the riumph of evil is for
good men to do nothing.”

AGAINST PATRIARCHY,
NOT MEN

To reiterate, being a feminist does not entail
belittling the opposile sex. As Canadian
allhar Justine Musk writes, “The enemy of
feminism isn't man, s potriarchy, and
patriarchy is not maen, 15 o system, and
women can support the system of
patriarchy just as men con support fhe fight
far gender equality.”

Iremically, the progress of feminism has
bean met with the emergence of incels and
men's Aghts activists, wha believe “the
olforts to enhonce the rights of women
hove became toxic effors to undermine the
rights of men.” Howover, wormen's nghts
ian't i biome for their issue - it's the
patriarchy,

AWHO repart comparing 41 European
countries found that men are more
safisfied with life in countries where the
saxes are more equal, and they're half as
likely to ba depressed too.

Ir his baok “Why Feminism is Good for
Men,” Dulch octivist Jens van Tricht argues
that feminism is not just about improving
the perception of women, but also about
freaing men (end womean) from the
restriclive gender “codes” that-hold them
back. For example, toxic masculinity
mandates thot men must act tough, and
have an inclinaticn for violencs,
chawvinism, hemophebia, and other fraits

Farminism can facilitate the shift towards
mare equal relationships and erodicate
toxic masculinity. The good news is thot
there are organisafions like White Ribbon
[working with men fo end violence against
women), MenEngage Allionce, and
Promunde thot focus on changing the
social norms of male behoviour ond
odvancing gender equality.

Some women and women's orgonisations
may fear that aftempls to engage men will
distroct fram the primary task of
empowering women, of that “men will
take over” women-lad actions and
compaigns. However, only with united
support from both sides can we fruly make
a chonge o ochieve sustained gender
egolitarionism for all, and meoke our
society o better place to live,
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The incel - a portmanteau for
"involuntary celibate” - community Is
notorious for rampant misogyny, violent
rhetoric, and fatalistic attitudes toward
modern relationships. We've all heard of
news reports about violent incels
committing violence due to their own
perceptions of women. Now there's a
new LIS Secret Service report that
identifies incels as a rising threat, as
they've been responsible for several
violent attacks across the U5 and
Canada since 2014,

In 2018 there was a shooting at a yoga
class in Florida where a man who
described himseif as a misogynist shot
and killed 2 women before shooting
himself. In 2020 the son of a female US
district court was murdered by a
shooter who believed “manhood is in
serious jeopardy in America.”

In 2021, in Toronto, a self-proclaimed incel
rammed into a crowd with a van, killing
10 pedestrians. That same year, another
incel in the British town of Plymouth
went on a shooting spree, killing 5
people including his mother before
shooting himself.

Most of these men venerate fellow incel
Elliot Rodger, a self-described “kissless
wirgin® who back in 2014 in California
killed & innocent victims as "revenge”
against those who denied him sex. He
too shat himself in the aftermath.

THE INCEL IDEOLOGY

Interestinghy, the incel community began
way back in the 1930s, and it was founded
by awoman named Alana based in
Taronto. As a teen, she found dating
terrifying - it wias compounded by the fact
that she was confused about her own
sexuality, However, she finally committed
to her first real relationship {with a
woman) at-age 24 and her experience

Cmpus | Tssme s |

with the dating pool spurred her 1o
launch a website called Alana's

Invaluntary Celibacy Project to help
others with her experience,

The initial years of the forum saw a
more inclusive group - there were both
men and women, and many of them
were simply in a sexual dry spell or were
unable to seek love; they never saw
themselves as victims. However, after
Alana left the forum in 2000, the incel
community spiit into two forums:
IncelSupport and LoveShy.

Incelsupport was similar Lo Alana's
original forum which tried to foster a
healthy culture: it had a mixed-gender
user base, moderators banned
misogynistic content, and members
advised each other on how to overcome
shyness,

In contrast, LoveShy was less moderated
and was lull of men blaming women for
their lack of sex; This community also
mingled with other similar onfine
subcultures, including 4chan, which also
blamed their sexual frustrations on
waomen. This group formed the basis of
the "modern incel” as we know it

THE BLACK PILL

Madern incels were shaped by
misogynistic websites under the
umbrella of "manosphere,” which
subscribe to the “blackpill! conspiracy
theary. The groups were full of “men's
rights” activists who believe that men are
victims of gendered oppression, and that
feminism is the reason that male power
has been usurped.

THE BLAck PIL

The blackpill incels belisve that a man's
sexual success is entirely determined by
their physical appearance (ie. eyes,
jawtine, etc) like a sexual class system. To
them, the top of the incel hierarchy are
"Chads” who are the most attractive and
account for about 20% of the population
A "Stacy” is a term for the maost attractive
women, wiho will only have sex with a
Chad. They also believe that while about
80% of women are interested in Chads,
the bottom 20% will consent to sex with
the vast majority of men who have
average attractiveness - they're called
“betas” or “cucks.” Incels, as you'd expect,
are believed to be on the bottom rung
and seen as so unattractive that no
wornan will sleep with them.

Madern incels also believe that women
choose men based on their functions,
like marrying a beta for financial gain
while cheating with chads for sexual
gratificaticn, and won't hesitate to hurt
men for their gains. This leads incels to
think that a society dominated by women
is oppressive to them.

Of course, their lack of vislon doesn't
include the fact that women have been
oppressed, abused, and judged more
harshly by men since forever. While early
incels are less likely to blame women for
their shortfalls, modern incels were
probably spurred on by the era of
#MeToo and #TimesUp movements
which all but halted men's relatively
unfetterad access to women's bodies,

This was probably what spurred Elliot
Rodger's first-ever deadly incel attack in
2014, when he wrote: “All | hac ever
wanted was Lo love women, but their
behaviour has only earned my hatred. |
want to have sex with them, and make
them feel pood, but they would be
disgusted at the prospect. They have no
sexual attraction towards me.”

THE SPREAD OF
INCEL BEHAVIOUR

There's no denying that there are lots of
sexually frustrated young men looking
for someane ta blame for their dating
problems. Many of them have taken
other forms of aggressions against
wamen.

For example, a group of male gamers
who wereangry at the rise of feminist
video game criticism harassed several
prominent women in the gaming
community during the 2014 Gamergate
controversy. However, incels don't seem
o limit themsehes to online
harassment,

A scan through incel forums reveal
chilling accounts about outright sexual
assault. There have been claims of users
serially assauting women on pubfic
transit, ranging from rubbing
themsehes on unsuspecting women to
groping them with fantasies of rape.

While inceis are often thought to be a
product of the west, there's a growing
trend in Asia spurred on by young male
populations who see their (generally)
uncontested patriarchy being
challenged by the growing women's
rights movement. The trend is most
visible currently in South Korea. A
Redlmeter poll in 2018 of mare than
1.000 adults found that among Korean
men in their 20s, 76% of them oppose
feminism, while nearly 60% think gender
issues are the country’s most serious
source of conflict,

This has given rise to South Korea's
unigque brand of incel: there are groups
like Dang Dang We that are "fighting for
justice for men™ and the rise of the term
"semen terrorism” where men would
secretly smear semen onto.an

unsuspecting female. In one case, a man
soaked a woman's shoe with his semen,
while another man ejaculated into a
female colleague's coffee tumbler
multiple times.

Incidents of outrage of modesty in
Singapore can also be considered
actions of incels; they're perpetrated by
men who often share their views with
other menin anline forums or chat
groups such as Telegram, According to a
R515 commentary, young Singaporean
men may alsa feel a sense of male
victimhood when it comes to issues |ike
Matlonal Service {and how it sets men
back in their careers) as well as the
dissatisfaction of "losing girls to white
immigrants.”

HoW TOo STEM THE
SPREAD

While not all incels are violent, it's often
the online ecosystemn that breeds and
Encourages extreme attitudes: The
incel community is mainky present
anline on dedicated incel websites, but
also on social media (ie. YouTube,
Twitter, Facebook, etc) as well as
unregulated forums like dchan. Every
day, boys are logging on to sub-Reddit;
Achan, and other social media and
being introduced to misogynistic ideas
that may lead to violence.

Detecting incel-motivated violence
before it occurs may not be feasible,
bt monitoring onling harassment may
help to assess misogyny indirectly,
before it manifests-as physical harm or
mental distress, This is where tech
companies can help: they can deny the
incel moverment's online presence by
de-platforming them (ie. some
sub-Reddit incel pages have been
banned due to harmful content).

I

<
The worldview of incels is that they
believe their situation is beyond their
control, so they blame everyone and
everything else (especially women) for
their misery. This belief in not being in
control can |ead to mental health issues
like anxiety and depression, which is
why raising awareness of the topic
early on may help prevent boys from
becoming violent incels, and also
strengthen their mental health so that
they don't see themselves as victims.
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STILL CLOUDS PROGRESS
FOR GENDER EQUALITY IN
MULTICULTURAL SINGAPORE

The path to gender equality has been long and winding, partly because in
multicultural Singapore, issues such as racism still clouds the way a lot of people think.

When Priscilla Shunmugam, founder of local fashion label Ong Shanmugam,
participated in an online event for the Asian Civilisations Museum (for the ACMtalks:
Designing Singapore's contemporary fashion identity session) on Sept 16 last year, a
comment she made about cheongsam and Chinese women rubbed audiences the
wrong way. However, it wasn't until Mar 24 this year that her comments went viral
when it was shared by the Instagram page of Kebaya Societe.
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Ot went down, like qi-pow

The issue of race was actually brought up by Priscilla
herself. when she was asked about the recurrence of
the cheongsam lor gipao) silhouette in her
collections.

In her reply. she said that "Chinese women have
progressed significantly faster and further as
compared to their Malay and Indian counterparts”™
and that Chinese women were the Tirst Asian women
to shake hands with men long before it was
acceptable for Indian and Malay women to dosa” in
Singapore, She also mentioned that Chinese women
were the first Aslan women to adopt Western-style
clothing, like the dress or the miniskirt.

In reference to the social norms of the era. she even
went on to question if Malay (and Indian] women

were "allowed by their husbands, fathers or brothers
to dress a certain way or to go out and work™ and how
soon they were released from those social shackles.

While she intended to showcase the cheongsam as
a representation of Chinese culture In terms of their
opanness to adapt to new influences, the way she
phrased her answer drew a lot of flak. Many viewers
were also surprised at the lack of moderation from
fellow guest Nadya Wang and moderator Jackie
Yoong.

Priscilla has apologised for her comments, but the
issues she raised are worth discussing because they
reflect a way of thinking that isn’t uncommon.

Equating "progress” with Western customs - like
shaking hands or wearing revealing clothing - points
more towards a colonlalist mindset; in essence, it's
going fram one social conformity to another, It
undermines the conventional meaning of "progress”
where women are released from the social shackles of
patriarchy.

Sowhat metrics do we use to measure “progress”
when it comes towomen’s freedom, especially in
multicultural Singapore?

Kebaya Societe commented that “progressive” s a
mental state of mind. and not about “shaking hands
with men” which reduces physical touch as a measure
of progresslon. This undermines the efforts of Malay
and Indian women who've progressed in society as
educators, entrepreneurs. and the like - for example as
early as the 19405, we've seen the rise of wormen like
Hajjah Maimunah and Hajjah Fatimah who were
successful entrepreneurs.

It's also worthy to note that speaking of fashion
traditional attire of all cultures - from Chinese
cheongsam to Indian sari and Malay baju kurung -
were commaon in Singapore until the 19505, Those who
wore Western-style clothes weren’t more “progressive”
- they were simply more wealthy, because one needed
to buy imported clothes from high-end boutiques.

In the 18605, the Wamen's Charter improved the rights
of fermales in Singapore; more women went out to

work, and their fashion choices expanded, influenced
by television and magazines. Even the traditional baju
kebaya had adopted Western and Chinese influences
in their designs, as seen in their necklines and
body-hugging silhouettes. Women of all races were
wearing Waestermn-style clothing because they were less
restrictive and more comfortable to wear in our
climate.

Perhaps Priscilla should've correlated handshakes and
western-style clothing to openness in adopting other
cultures or habits. mther than “progress.” Even If
cultural attire was used as an analogy of progress,
what women wear (according to their culture)
shouldn’t be used toc measure women against each
other. By doing so, It suggests that ane race is better or
more progressive than the other simply by their
heritage and not their abilities.

Regardless of race, every woman plays an essential role
in dismantling gender inequality both past and
present. As AWARE puts It succinctly: Championing
progress for women means warking to dismantle
racism, and not perpetuating harmiul and historically
inaccurate stereotypes.

The good news is that since the 19605, the gender gap
in Singapore has only become smaller, and our tiny
nation recently ranked 54 out of 156 countries in the
latest World Economic Forum Global Gender Gap
Report 2021, We shaould celebrate how far we've comse
and celebrate our diversity, not homogeneity.

Aince wene talking ab-out genden equality,..

It's not just minority women who have to fight an
uphiil battle to get recognition. For the LGBTQ
community, the idea of progress isn't just about
fighting for the freedom to love - racism also taints its
progress.

A recent research paper documented how sexual
racism among users of the app Grindr has caused
some members to internalise their subordination. The
report found that users were pigeonholed into racial
categories which considered the Chinese majority to
be more desirable, causing racial minorities to attempt
to pass as Chinese. Even as the LGBTQ movement is
fighting for equality, there seems to be no escape from
racial preferences,

It's especially troubling when being non-Chinese can
put one at higher risk of poorer mental health
autcomes. especially when one is not cisgender and/for
have a BMI above 25. Even if racism Isn't outright
hastile, it can still cause suffering and
disempowerment for racial minorities.

What is needed are nuanced examinations of how and
why racial minarities are marginalised, because when
it comes to the fight for gender equality - including
LGBTQ rights -who will get to enjoy the fruits of
success? From Priscilla’s takes to Grinder preferences
in Singapare, it shows that no matter what strides
have been made in the fleld of gender equality, it
always have the hurdle of racism to overcome before
we truly become an equitable society.
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PROBLEMATIC RELATIONSHIPS: /Ze % J"u/.';

While having a clingy partrer isn
mast people’s idea of a relationship
goal some of vou have probably baen
through one or bwo sticky partners
who were hard Lo shake of . Bul what i
YOUr partner is way mone clingy. ke a
male deep-sea anglerfsh?

You see, when a male deep-sea
anglerfish sets his sights on a female
twho is much, much larger than he
i), her latches onto her and Literally
becomes part of her - his circulatory
system is looped inte hers, reducing
hirn to the role of a gonad whose
only purpose is to contribute sparm

It's a similar fate for the male
Spoonworm, who simply gets

alk e

sucked inte the female’s genital
chamber where he becomes
something ke a slow-release sperm
tablet. Interestingly, a Spoonworm
larvae has no gender until it lands on
the seafloor, where it becomes a
female that releases a toxin called
bonellin which essenlially turns othes
larvae it touches into males - for
sperm duty, naturally,

Perhaps a more lonely male fate is
resemved for the mysterious Argonaut
oclopus, whose sole purpose in life
is to pass thelr sperm - via a
detached arm that's found under its
aye - Lo a passing femals, and then
he dies

-_—

BOY MEETS GIRL: (hen Juo-tecorme Che

Wie all know that hermaphrodites
have both sexes within them, and
that calls for some pretty bizarre
mating-fencing rituals. Snails and
their slug cousins are a great
example: they both perform a
mating ritual that can last houwrs
When snaits male, they [Rerally
shoot each other with their
calciferous “love darts” which
panetrate the other snail and nject
themn with hormenes. There's no
winner ar loser. becauss the act is
mulual yep, both snails will end up
laying eggs. In sea slugs. the dart
can be o big that it completaty
penetrates the bady and probrudes
out the other side of the recipient!

When it comes to the slug world,
lowe really hurts.

O the other end of the size
spechrum are polar bears. Some
female polar Dears in Svalbard.
Morway have baen found with both
male and femals sex organs, despile
net having the ¥ chromosome to
indicate they're male This makes the
polar bears pseudo-hermaphrodites
anc the reason is heartbreaking: toxlc
pollutants in tha ocean - particutarly
polyehlorinated biphenyls (FCBS) and
polybrominated biphenyls (PBDE)
can interfera with their hormones,
giving them appendages they neves
asked for.

B WE ITTIATAE

FEMALE POWER:
SKe's il [t

Whio says females are the weaker sex?
Cerfainly not the Clownhsh! Far one,
they're all born as males. and when one
of them emerges as the strangeast,
dominant ane_ turns Into a female and
thien mates with the other guys! This sex
change is call protandry. and the réason
the strangest male is tasked with
reproduction is because It's a job suited
to only the strongest of the spacies, Plus.
the baby Clownhshes that he produces
will be of stellar stock

In some cases, famales don't even need
males to do the job at all. A female
Copperhead snake, like some reptiles
and sharks, can aclually fertilise their
own eggs withaut even needing a male
Unlike hermaphrodites, this ability is
called parthaenogenesis, and Lhe female

WEIRD APPENDAGES

| o

snake has the ability to literally give = iﬂ'

“wirgin birth™ to live babies ino eggs!),

T e o

el T YTYL N

You've probably been through sex ed
- or al least know how baby animals
are made - so vou probably know
Lhatl it normally involves inserting
Tab A into Slot B. But in the animal
world, there is more than one way
o procreate. Forgel what vou know
aboul the birds and the bees,
hecause some of these animals
procreate by throwing the gender
book out the window,

Y .

il -

White some of you guys may have
heard of the term blue balls’, and even
ferwer of youl have actually experienced
L everyone knows how sensilive a pair
of gonads are: There's a reason nobody
sends photos of them to random
people.

On the contrary, male monkeys llike

| varyvels and mandrillsh, love o advertisa
their dangly bits - because their famidly

| lewels are bright blue in colour - by
sitting with thelr legs spread open. s a
sign of machismo, since the bluer and
bigoer they are. the more they get

b swiped right on mankeay Tinder. And
mothers kick bue-balted juveniles out

j of their group so they don't inbreed

| Turning balls blue isn't the enly way

| hormones advertise their presence,
Amyone who's owned hamsters, gerbils
or other rodents will notice that males
will develop enlarged goolies once in
awhile. Larger goolies creale more
sperm, because to stand out from the
rat pack fand to get his genes passed

3 :.‘ v “in
BLUE BALLS: Pieccows ?Enu?« Sovels

At least he get
intact; when a male drone bee mates.,
his explosive ejaculation actually rips
his penis off tand then he dies)

Too bad hese males don't have the
skills of the Arctic scuirrel - thanks to
bitterly cold and long winters,

Died wo knewar that wath the
exception of some ducks. birds
don't actually have penises? They
have what's called cloacas -
openings that are either Alled with
SEeMmen or eggs — so they lierally
Bump and grind to procreate No
appentages Necessany,

Speaking of appendages, not all of
them belong to the males. Take the
Meotragla, for exampls, which is a
type of lice. The females have
penises. and the malas have the
equivalent of 3 vagina - the weird
thirsg is, she panatrates im.. nol to
deliver sperm. but to collect it

The Meaotrogla sm't The only female
with a male-like extension - the
famale spotted hyena has a
"peeudopenis’ which can get up lo

onb, he needs all the help he can get
Even if this means he has to put up
with locking like he's dragging a
couple of bowling balls in his sack,

Since we're on the topic of testes,
everyone knows the lestostarons
within is the reason males develop
strong breeding instincts. Howeaver, for
mals semelparous animals, sex isa
fatal once-in-a-lifetime affair. For
example, the Antachinus {a marsuplall
stores a month's worth of sperm in his
gonads and then goes on a breeding
rampage until his tank is empty
exhausting him 50 much that his fur
falls off. he bleeds internaily. and then
he dies

% 1o keep his body

AN T
PENIS ENVY: Re (eceel Copprencleges

7 nches iong! The waird part is
that it isn't used to penetrate at all
- {0 mate, the male has to go
theogh her entire shaift with his
ow'n penis {in this case. its fairle
say that size matters). As if that's
not bad enough for her, she later
has Lo give birth through this
pseudapenis.

Speaking of penises. marsupials
are a weird bunch - did you know
that the appendage of an
adorable male echidna has four
heads? Most other mals
marsupials, like possums and
wombats, only have. two heads.
The reason is simple; female
marsugiats have Dwo uteri fand
kangaroos have 3 vaginas - its
complicated),
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GENDER MARKETING IN ¥

S | N The global gender gap — which is measured across health, education, work and_
{ politics — has narrowed slightly to 68.6% in 2020. The average gap left to close is
. ' - now 31.4%, compared to 32% last year. But it's estimated that it’ll take 99.5 years
to achieve full parity between men and women at the current rate of change. If you
\ need an activity to relieve your stress, why not guess the top 6 countries for gender

/ e : equality? Fill up the white boxes, and then cut them out and pin them on the map.
BY LINDSAY WolNe
.
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Along with its addictive music 2nd infense choreography, the K-pop industry is 2 profitable business thal ‘
entices fans of all ages lo open their wallets in order to obtain pieces of paper with their favourite idol's
selfies, or travel across the world to attend a concer! Fans are willing fo spend exorbilan! amounts of
money on both boy groups and girl groups alike to have a chance of inferacting with their idols or growing
their merch collection. Nevertheless, enterfainment companies may use different sirategies lo marke! boy
groups and girl groups in an attempl to retain fans and atiract new ones

PARK V5 LIGHT BUWYING INTO GENDER

One of the basics in K-pop 101 is thal gach group's comeback (when In terms of global appeal, & seems that K-pop boy bands
they release new music) follows 2 certain concept Concepts may dorminale in terms of popularity and fandom numbers. Fans
range from dark to bright - darker concepls use darker scenes and would also pack oul stadiums of boy band concerts more
have a colder vibe, while brighter concepts use light and vivid often - for instance, BTS's 2019 "Love Yoursell: Speak

paleites. More offen than not, dark concepts are for more Yourself* world tour had a audience of 2 million, while the
beal-heavy songs, or even ballads, and bright concepls are for most popular girl group, BLACKPINK drew around 260,000
cheerful and upkfting songs. Based on the concepl, the music concertgoers for their "Kill This Love® world four
video and alburm/song convey different moods fo the audience
and add to the group's mage

This eould be attributed to the facl thal it was male
rmusicians who pioneered the Korean boy band
movement, with groups ke S0 Taij back in the 90s,
Back then, there were virtually no female groups so
it's no surprise thal the enfire marketing (ie.
merchandise, concerts) of K-pop revoived
around boy bands, While female groups exisled

in the l2ie 908, women were expecied lo behave

in a certain way, and female groups were often
markeled as being hypersexualised

Tradfipnally, dark concepls are empliyed mare commanly for
boy groups while girl groups go for bright concepls. Masculnity
and femininiy are used fo differentiate boy groups and girl
groups — boy groups will play on their masculinty in comebacks
with dark concepls, while girl groups play on their Femininity
for cule concepls

This may be through their culfits, or even how much skin they
show on screen Boy groups gong for a darker, sexy concept
are lkely 1o expose their taned bodies or don streetwear
Girl growps may wear frilly dresses or big ribbons for
girly or cute concepls:

However, while boy bands may be more ucrative for
talent agencies in lerms of concerts and
rmerchandise, gicl bands actually have the upper
hand when # comes 1o digital sireaming power.
For example, on streaming plalforms like
Meton, female bands' tracks are often ranked
higher on the charts, Brgely (presumably)
because their songs are mare
easy-istening and appeaing to the general

pubhic.

Boy groups will almost always try out dark concepls
becauss it follows a formula thal is known 1o be
successful for them. For example, Siray Kids' [2test
music video for "MANIAC" foliows thal concepl. The
same goes for gicl groups and cute concepls, as can

be seen in BLACKPINK'S “lce Cream® music video.
These are both nstances in which idols will play on their

. masculinity or feminindy to rake a concept work Az boy bands evolved, it was clear that their
loyal fanbase were predominantly women, and
‘. This is not to say that there aren’t exceplions fo the rule, especially they were very willing 1o spend money on their

in the current generation of K-pop. 2NE1 is one of the cldest veteran idols. There were also less male fans of boy
girl groups that do no! rely on feminine concepts Their oldest and bands, probably because of the social stigma
most successful songs have dark concepls thal thereby added fo altached. By contrasl, girl bands have their share of both
their “girl-crush® image. (G)l-dle has not done a cule concepl but they female and male fans, however, with the exception of a small
are currently ane of the top Fourth generahon girl groups. percentage, male fans generally lend to be more casual fans

than their female counterparts Based on fanmeet surveys,
Mowadays, more and more groups are going for the "girl-crush® some of the most popular girl bands have a heavier female
image, which fends o appeal to both male and female fans - many of audience, with BLACKPINK (51%), MAMAMOD (95%), and Red
whom are tired of the cule concept mold and wanl o see girl groups Velve! (B3%) leading the way
in the indusiry becoming more versalile with their muse

Therefore, regardiess of whether they're boy bands or girl
There are even some male idols that are not afraid fo show of f an bands, fandom marketing is more offen geared towards
ambiguous look, for example, by adopling certain makeup siyles (ke fermale fans as they tend to be serious fans who spend more.
ATEEZ) or donning long hair and skirts (like T2emin from SHINEE) As with 2any industry with gendered marketing, they go where
As such, gender marketing is becoming less relevant in the K-pop the money s
industry and fans buy info different concepts and looks.
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